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EDITORIAL

Survey results don’t shed that
much light on voters’ opinions
Community Consolidated Elementary
District 181 asked a lot of questions on
two recent surveys regarding the $65 million referendum that failed March 15.
And participants offered a lot of opinions.
But we didn’t see any new information.
A lot of folks think $65 million is too
much for a new Hinsdale Middle School.
A number of people believe an indoor
running track and auditorium make the
school some sort of Taj Majal. Several
want to see the school moved to another
site.
We’ve heard it all before.
But now that the information has been
documented, we fear that board members will go too far in trying to address
residents’ concerns.
We’re not suggesting board members
ignore constituents’ thoughtful opinions. But those views have to be just as
thoughtfully evaluated.
Are they realistic? Are they based on
actual information?
We read several responses from people
who didn’t understand the proposal, who
aren’t clear on how school finance works
and who most likely have never set foot in
HMS (otherwise they would not have said
the school is fine).
Several seem to believe there is property elsewhere that could be obtained
for free or in a land swap. Some think a
new school could be built for $20 million.
Several suggested the district should just
fix the existing middle school for a few
million dollars, with one saying it then
would last another 50 years.
Of course asking people to answer
questions on a survey isn’t at all the same
as asking them to cast a ballot. But we
think the surveys should have included
some additional questions.
How much of a difference would it have
made if the board unanimously supported the plan?
Several online survey respondents

mentioned the board’s 5-2 vote to go to
referendum. One described it as disconcerting, and we agree.
How much of a difference would it have
made if the referendum committee had
more time to get its message out?
This is another topic that came up in
the online comments, and we are convinced it would have made a difference,
especially in regards to the next question.
How can taxpayers in the Monroe
School and Clarendon Hills Middle
School attendance areas be convinced to
support the plan?
Everyone is understandably concerned
about being divisive, but the fact of the
matter is that the referendum failed in
every precinct in Clarendon Hills and
every precinct in the Monroe School
attendance area. At least some of those
taxpayers need to change their vote if
another referendum has a chance of
passing.
The cost issue has to be addressed
— especially now that the surveys have
seemed to suggest that there are lower
cost options.
But we hope that in examining why the
referendum failed, district leaders don’t
forget that 4,199 people voted for it.
And we hope the survey results don’t
end up serving as a checklist that the
board uses to design a new school. We
would hate to see the school stripped
down to just hallways and classrooms (as
one person suggested) in an attempt to
secure more votes.
Convince people that an auditorium
would be a benefit to the district as a
whole. Explain to voters that an indoor
track is needed to compensate for the lack
of green space. Offer more examples of
middle schools with similar components
to refute claims of extravagance.
Don’t blindly follow what “no” voters
said in the survey.
Lead.

