Hinsdale Central
Year built: 1949
Additions: 12
Enrollment
current: 2,873
ideal: 2,490
highest projected:
2,904

Hinsdale South
Year built: 1964
Additions: 9
Enrollment
current: 1,570
ideal: 1,930
highest projected:
1,753

D86 board might look at moving students
Building more classrooms might be only part of the space solution for Hinsdale Central
By Pamela Lannom
plannom@thehinsdalean.com

Adding 60 some students to a high
school of almost 2,700 students doesn’t
seem like it would have much of an
effect. But when enrollment increases
six out of eight years, the numbers
start to add up.
At Hinsdale Central High School,
such growth has resulted in a student body of 2,873 and has stretched
a facility whose ideal capacity is 2,490
students, according to Hinsdale High
School District 86 Superintendent
Bruce Law.
“What Central has been doing over
the years is incrementally adapting to
their space issue,” he said.
Administrators have been making
do with the space available, often
moving study halls to free up classroom space.
“They meet in the auditorium. They
meet in the gym. They meet in the cafeteria. They put them wherever they
can,” Law said.
As administrators discuss staffing

needs in March, Law will identify
how many additional classrooms the
school would need if all study halls
were conducted in actual classrooms.
“Let’s see what it would look like
if we put kids who are trying to get
work done in an appropriate learning
space,” he said.
The district will be able to add some
classrooms at Central if voters approve
a $76 million facilities referendum on
Tuesday, April 4.
Board members are still working
to finalize the list of projects they
will pursue at Hinsdale Central and
Hinsdale South high schools after they
decided in January to reduce the referendum request from $95 million to
$76 million.
Several residents and some board
members have suggested a solution
also might be found at Hinsdale South
High School, which has a student body
that is smaller than the building can
accommodate. The school’s current
enrollment is 1,570, compared to an
ideal enrollment of 1,930.
A group of residents who have

opposed building classrooms at
Central while South is underutilized
have adopted the motto, “Fill South
First.”
Exactly how many students that
would require can be calculated different ways.
When Law looks at how many students the schools can hold, he takes
into account two factors: their ideal
capacity, as determined by architects,
and their future enrollment, as determined by the demographer. Law looks
at the most aggressive of the demographer’s projections, he said.
“I (take) the series projection that
has the highest enrollment because to
me, that represents risk,” he explained.
“Classrooms are inelastic. I can’t add
one next year because I need one.”
Using those two numbers, in 202526 South would have room for 177
more students. That still would leave
Central with 237 more students than it
was designed to hold.
Any shift in the student body is not
a complete solution, Law said. But if
the referendum fails — and even if

it doesn’t — the board might take a
closer look at some of the options that
have been discussed.

Magnet program at South
Initial discussions between the
board and administration were
about launching an International
Baccalaureate program at South. After
doing some additional research, educators realized such a program would
compete with Advanced Placement
classes, Law said.
“We have a very strong AP program,” he said. “It makes no sense to
me that we would create a program
that would directly compete with our
AP program.”
Administrators now are talking
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about identifying a gap in the
current instructional program
and finding a new program
to fill it. The district already
offers significant support for
students on the high and low
ends of achievement.
“I’m really curious about
what programs we could find
for students who are in the
middle,” Law said. “It’s not
IB.”
Creating a magnet program
would require additional
financial support, primarily
for teacher training.
For any change in curriculum to occur in the 2018-19
school year, plans would have
to be in place by January 2018,
when students start selecting
classes, Law said. That leaves
his team less than a year to
identify and plan for such a
program.
If that deadline is not feasible, plans could be in place
by January 2019 for a fall 2019
launch.
“This is worth investigating regardless of what happens with the referendum,”
Law said. “The only way we
would not look into this is if
there were no room at either
school.”

One school/two
campuses
Some have suggested using
the two buildings as grade
level centers, with freshmen
and sophomores attending
one building and juniors and
seniors attending the other.
Neighboring
Lyons
Township High School is
set up that way, with underclassmen attending South
Campus in Western Springs
and upperclassmen attending
North Campus in La Grange.
(The New Trier arrangement,
with freshmen in one building and sophomores through
seniors in another, would not
work based on the district’s
enrollment and the size of its
buildings.)
One of the biggest disadvantages from Law’s perspective is the reduction in student
opportunities. There would
be one varsity football team,
one spring musical cast, one
Mock Trial team instead of
two. That would come with a
dollar savings but not without
a cost, Law said.
“Is our mission as a school

district to spend as little
money as possible ... or to try
to provide the greatest outcomes at the lowest costs? My
vote is for the second,” he
said. “Obviously that’s not for
me to decide. That’s a board
decision.”
If the board chose to combine the schools, determining
the logistics would be a significant challenge, Law said.
“I don’t know how long it
would take us to put together a plan to allow grade-level centers to function really
well,” he said.
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Shifting attendance
boundaries
Moving students from one
school to another is a complicated proposition, Law said.
“In any school community,
this question is the thorniest
to handle,” he said. “From a
managerial standpoint, the
easiest decision in the world
would be to move students
to South, but that’s not the
way decisions are made in a
school district.”
Some have suggested eliminating the buffer zone, which
gives residents who live there
the choice of sending their
children to Hinsdale Central
or Hinsdale South. This year
217 students live in the buffer zone, with 195 attending
Central and 22 attending
South.
The board could also
redraw boundary lines
between the two schools.
“If that’s the road the board
wants to go down, it’s not
going to be easy,” Law said.
“I’ve never seen it in any community go down easily.”
The issue ultimately boils
down to whether facilities
drive the educational program or the educational program drives facilities, Law
said.
“The question that we’re
really asking is, ‘What kind
of education do we want our
children to have in District
86? What kind of facilities do
we want? What kind of educational experience do we
want?’
“If you want the best, it’s
not going to be cheap,” he
added. “You don’t have to
overpay for something, but if
you want the best, it’s going
to cost.”
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