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D86 board votes to dismiss
chief financial officer Eagan
The Hinsdale High School
District 86 Board voted 4-1
Feb. 22 not to renew the contract of Bill Eagan, its chief
financial officer.
After meeting in closed session for about 15 minutes, the
board voted not to renew the
contract, which expires June
30, and to dismiss Eagan from
employment. The contract
requires the board to issue
written notice by March 1 if
it intends not to renew the
agreement.

Board President Kay
Gallo, Ralph Beardsley,
Bill Carpenter and Jennifer
Planson supported the
motion, with Ed Corcoran
voting no.
“I see this move as political
targeting to remove all fiscal
conservatives from the District
86 staff leadership team led by
a pro-union board majority,”
Corcoran said.
“I
cannot
disagree
more adamantly from Mr.
Corcoran’s comments,” Gallo

said.
Eagan joined the district in
2014 to fill the newly created
position of CFO at a salary of
$175,000.
The Hinsdalean reported in
December that it had received
an email stating Eagan had
been placed on administrative leave in November.
District officials said at that
time they could not comment
on the matter. Eagan had not
attended regular board meetings since that time.

Former teacher sentenced to six
years for ‘inappropriate’ contact
DuPage County State’s
Attorney Robert Berlin
announced Friday that a
former technology teacher at Hinsdale Central High
School accused of having
inappropriate sexual contact
with a former student has
been sentenced to six years
in the Illinois Department of
Corrections.
James Bryla, 31, 1811
Hampton Lane, Yorkville,
appeared in court Friday and
entered a plea of guilty to
one count of criminal sexual
assault, a Class 1 felony, in
front of Judge Robert Miller.
Bryla, who has been out on
a $300,000 bond, will begin
serving his sentence immediately.
The plea and sentence stem
from allegations that in April
2011, Bryla convinced his
victim, a 16-year-old female
student, to meet him at a
park after school. It is alleged
that the inappropriate sexu-

al contact took place at the
park and inside Bryla’s vehicle. The abuse came to light
in 2015, when the defendant
was being investigated for
inappropriate texting/grooming behavior with another
student. During that investigation, the victim in this
case came forward. Bryla was
taken into custody April 24,
2015, and posted bond that
same day.
Bryla worked part-time
in District 86 from 2010-13
and after being let go as part
of a reduction in force, was
re-hired to work part-time for
the 2014-15 school year, The
Hinsdalean reported in April
2015.
Bryla has not worked in the
district since December 2014,
when he was put on leave and
then resigned after an incident involving “inappropriate
communications.”
“James Bryla took advantage of his position as a teach-

er and a mentor to sexually
abuse a 16-year-old girl just
to satisfy his own sick sexual desires,” Berlin said. “In
doing so, he not only took
advantage of the trust his victim had placed in him, he also
took advantage of the trust
placed in him by his victim’s
parents, the school and the
community.
“Today Mr. Bryla learned
that this betrayal will cost him
six years behind bars where
he will be unable to sexually abuse young girls,” he
added. “I would like to thank
officials at Hinsdale Central
High School for their complete cooperation throughout
the entire investigation as
well as the Hinsdale Police
Department for their outstanding work on this case.”
Bryla must serve 85 percent
of his sentence before being
eligible for parole and will be
required to register as a sex
offender for life.
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Hinsdale High School District 86 will hold
the following community information sessions
about the $76 million on the Tuesday, April 8,
ballot:
• 5:30 p.m., Monday, March 6, at Hinsdale
Central, tour and Q&A
• 6 p.m. Tuesday, March 7, at Hinsdale
South, tour and Q&A
• 8:15 a.m.* Tuesday, March 14, at Hinsdale
South, tour and Q&A
• 10:30 a.m.* Tuesday, March 14, at Hinsdale
Central, tour and Q&A
• 6 to 9 p.m. Thursday, March 23, at Central
and South, self-guided tours with administrators available for questions in each school’s
main office
* Please allow extra time for security checkin procedures.
The Hinsdalean will host a candidates

night at 7 p.m. Wednesday, March 15, at
the Community House, 415 W. Eighth St.,
Hinsdale.
From 7 to 8 p.m., residents can invited to
meet candidates for a variety of local offices. Invitations have been extended to those
running for the Hinsdale Village Board,
the Hinsdale Public Library Board and the
Community Consolidated Elementary District
181 and the Hinsdale High School District 86
Board.
From 8 to 8:45 p.m., the two candidates for
village president, Tom Cauley and Laura La
Placa, will participate in a formal question and
answer session moderator by Hinsdale’s Ben
Bradley, an investigative reporter for WGN.
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