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Singing in the new year

The Hinsdale Public Library was packed with people welcoming in the Lunar New Year with games, crafts a talent show and food provided
by Hinsdale’s Wild Ginger. Hinsdale Library Board member Lucy Zhou encouraged the singing of “Gong Xi Gong Xi,” a classic Chinese
New Year song that has become one of the most popular songs of the Spring Festival, while members of Dr. Zhou’s Learning Center
performed the number during the opening of the talent show. Please turn to Page 3 for more pictures. (Jim Slonoff photo)
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a difference in scores. developing empathy. basketball team is on a roll.
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INDEPENDENTLY FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1953
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PRODUCE
ROMA

TOMATOES 99¢/lb. SARA LEE

HONEY HAM $6.79/b.
FRENCH

GREEN BEANS $5.49/1b. SARA LEE HONEY
NAVEL TURKEY BREAST $6.79/bb.

ORANGES 69¢/ea. OLD TYME
: : COLBY CHEESE $5.99/1b.

$1.89/30 ct. \!

MISSION %
| WHTEORYELOW @ , e $3.49/9-12.4 0z.

CORN mission CHEEZE ITS ASST. . U.S.D.A. CERITIFIED ANGUS BONELESS CHOICE BEEF
TORTILLAS 2 ™ & CRACKERS i TOP SIRLOIN STEAK $7.98/.

MILLER'S AMISH COUNTRY
$2.99/20 oz. WHOLE FRYERS $2.98/Ib.

HENIZ NUESKE'’S FROZEN
KETCHUP |1 CORNED BEEF HASH $5.98/16 oz.

_ Al HILLSHIRE FARMS
$2.99/16.302. | W= $2.49/8.9-10. oz. o TOLSKAKIELBASA $3.7914 0z

IT— T
PETER PAN GENERAL MILLS it FRESH...NEVER FROZEN

PEANUT REGULAR OR HONEY NUT COD FILLET $8.98/Ib.
BUTTER CHEERIOS

16 GRANT SQUARE | HINSDALE IL 60521 | 630.323.0135 | www.kramerfoods.com
Hours: M-F 8am - 8pm; Sat 8am - 6pm; Sun 8am - 5pm
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NEWS

Due dates near on construction work

By Ken Knutson

kknutson@thehinsdalean.com

Community Consolidated
Elementary District 181’s simulta-
neous construction projects — to
accommodate full-day kindergar-
ten programs at the six elementary
schools and to establish a perma-
nent administration center — are
on schedule for completion by next
school year.

At Monday’s school board meet-
ing, Mike Duggan, director of facil-
ities, presented updates to board
members on the work. Reporting
on the kindergarten additions,
Duggan said each of the six builds
are at least 65 percent completed.
Oak School is furthest along with
completion projected in the next
week or two, months before of the
others’ early and mid-summer tar-

gets.

“That’s going to be very helpful
to our staff because we’ll be able
to have the finished rooms at Oak
as sort of a prototype classroom for
all the rooms that are going to be
delivered to us over the summer,”
Duggan said. “It's going to be a big
help to kind of work out the kinks.”

Duggan praised the three differ-
ent firms carrying out the work for
their dedication to staying faithful
to the timeline.

“They’ve been very cooperative in
arranging their schedules to contin-
ue construction after school, nights,
weekends and holidays to keep the
projects on track, all at no addition-
al cost to the district,” he said.

The $19.2 million project to outfit
the schools in time for the 2025-26
school year is two years ahead of
the state’s mandated deadline for

all school districts to provide full-
day kindergarten.

“We continue to focus on finish-
ing on time and under budget,”
Duggan added.

That also is the vision for the
new district administration center
at 133 E. Ogden Ave. The district
purchased the 13,275-square-foot
office building in 2023 for $3.1 mil-
lion and is spending about $4.7 mil-
lion to convert it into its headquar-
ters.

Duggan said crews are currently
roughing in the mechanicals and
modernizing the elevator, among
other work.

“We’re switching utilities from
eight separate gas meters and eight
separate electrical meters down to
one for each utility for the entire
building,” he reported. “We're just
a few weeks away from being ready

for drywall.”

Duggan reported that he also is
working with the village of Hinsdale
to get approval for the exterior site
work. The center is expected to be
completed in May, shortly before
the district lease ends on its rental
space in Clarendon Hills.

As with the full-day kindergar-
ten contractors, Duggan lauded the
partnership with CI Construction
on the project.

“We're very pleased with their
work and their perseverance in
staying on track,” he said.

Superintendent Hector Garcia
said getting settled in the new facil-
ity in June will help smooth the
process of bringing full-day kinder-
garten programs online in August.

“This is our first big project that
has to be available to us before the
start of the summer,” he said.

Party on!

Attendees at the
Hinsdale Public
Library’s Lunar New
Year festival enjoyed
many activities includ-
ing crafts, games, food
and a talent show.
Shuging Stacker plays
Chinese checkers with
Henry Wang as his
brother William looks
on. Brandon and Isaac
Song performed “The
God of Fortune Has
Arrived” and Juno Zhao
recited a poem. (Jim
Slonoff photos)
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Pictures from the past — Hinsdale’s building services supervisor, Jim Piontkowski,
took this photo in 1979. Stockholm Objects now is located at 39 S. Washington
St., which used to be the home of The Country Market & Delicatessen. Do you
have a Hinsdale photo that is at least 25 years old? We’d love to share it with our
readers. Stop by our office at 7 W. First St. or emalil it to jslonoff@thehinsdalean.
com.
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Corrections

The Hinsdalean staff strives

to provide an error-free news-
paper each week. If a mistake
is published, however, we are
happy to correct it. Call or
email Pamela Lannom to report
errors requiring correction or
clarification.
Letters to the editor

Our letters policy is published
on Page 11.

Obituaries are published free
each week in The Hinsdalean.
Information may be mailed,
faxed or emailed to news@
thehinsdalean.com. Obituaries
may be edited for style and
space.

Photo reprint policy
Photographs that appear in
The Hinsdalean may be pur-
chased on our Web site at the-
hinsdalean.com. Occasionally
additional photographs that
have not been published in the
paper may be published on the
site; these also will be available
for puchase.

Advertising policy

We reserve the right to edit
and/or refuse all advertising
submitted to The Hinsdalean.
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NEWS

Test prep part of application process

More and more high school students studying for ACT with hope of improving their scores

By Pamela Lannom
plannom@thehinsdalean.com

A car averages 27 miles per
gallon. If gas costs $4.04 per
gallon, which of the following
is the closest to how much the
gas would cost for this car to
travel 2,727 typical miles.

A. $44.44

B. $109.08

C. $118.80

D. $408.04

E. $444.40

High school students
will answer 60 questions —
including some like the one
above — in 60 minutes while
taking the math portion of the
ACT.

B COLLEGE QUEST
This is another in an
ongoing series of articles
following the two-year
college application process.

improve their scores.

“I just met with a guy who
did reading and English, and
I'had another tutor for math
and science,” Hurley said.
“You just do homework out-
side of class.”

He’s already taken the ACT
and plans to take it again.
He’'s likely to receive a more
favorable result, according
to Ann Wilson of The Village
Tutors in Hinsdale.

Many, like Hinsdale Central
junior Jonathan Hurley, seek
the help of a private tutor to

“The more you take it, the

Please turn to Page 7
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Ann Wilson of The Village Tutors in Hinsdale said preparation can really make a difference
on standardized tests, as they are very predictable. (Jim Slonoff photo)

In their own words

As part of this series, Jonathan and Cara Hurley will share pieces they have written themselves.
Today’s comments are in the form of letters theyve written to each other.

Dear Jonathan,

I have mixed feelings about test prep
and feel sad about the current state of
things for college-bound kids. This is
one of those things that is vastly dif-
ferent from when I was growing up in
Philadelphia. As you know, I went to a
private high school. Test prep wasn'’t
a thing that everyone did in the early
1990s. And it certainly wasn't talked
about. There were test prep companies
like The Princeton Review and Kaplan,
and there was a test prep class that
students who scored high on the PSAT
were invited to join over the summer.

I remember knowing very few people
who did test prep. And no one had a
tutor. Colleges weren't test optional
back then. Test scores were part of the
application process, and I don’t think
they were the most important part. Nor
do I think they should be.

As for me, I took the SAT for the
first time during the winter/spring
of my junior year. During my junior
year summer, I asked my mom for a
workbook on the SAT and did some
pages. I tried to memorize a bunch of
vocabulary words and learned about
identifying the “Joe Bloggs answer”

— the choice that seemed correct but
could be misleading on more challeng-
ing questions. I didn’t do any practice
tests, didn’t work on my pacing and I
didn’t come close to finishing the thick
workbook. I just studied at my own
pace. Then I took the SAT for a second
and final time during the fall of my
senior year. My score went up a bit.

applied to
some colleges
and learned
about accep-
tances or
rejections by
mail around
April 1. Thick
envelopes
meant you
were accept-
ed. Thin
envelopes
held rejection
letters.

Though not
required, test
prep is what
many do in our community. [ wish it
wasn't another thing on your junior
year list. As I reflect on this time, I'm
reminded of how you sometimes say
to me that life was easier back when I
was in high school. When it comes to
test prep and the pressure to “do well,”
I agree. And I'm sorry.

So, what do I want you to know while
working on ACT prep? If you put the
time in, you will see improvement.
Having fun and a positive mindset will
help as well. But most importantly,
you are so much more than whatever
superscore you're able to achieve.
Kindness, good character and a strong
work ethic are what will bring you suc-
cess in life, not your ACT score. And no
one will ask you about that score when
you're an adult.

Love, Mom

Dear
Mom,

When you
first pro-
posed doing
test prep for
the ACT, I
thought that
it was unnec-
essary, since
I thought I
would just
study on
my own like
many others
do. However,
I quickly
came to find
out that test prep is helpful because
I'm able to talk with someone one-
to-one about issues I'm struggling
with. The test prep can be a pain,
but I know that the more work I put
in, the more satisfied I will feel when
I hopefully achieve a score to my
liking. Since I'm stronger in reading
and English, math and science defi-
nitely have given me some trouble.
However, this has also taught me to
persevere and to keep honing my
skills even when things aren’t look-
ing too good.

One thing I didn't realize about
test prep was that the skills I've been
learning can also influence other
areas of my academic life. I have
used analytical skills that I developed
in working with my tutor and from
practicing for the reading section.

This way of reading and thinking
has helped my writing in history and
English.

Another thing I've been thinking
about is that test prep is a privileged
thing to do. Not everyone has access
to test prep, and it certainly provides
an advantage to students whose
families can afford to pay for a test
prep class or tutor.

I do believe my test prep will make
a difference in the end. Though I
get annoyed with you when you say
the more work I put in, the better
the result, I know that that’s true. I
understand why many people think
that your SAT/ACT score is a defin-
ing part of your application and why
that can feel stressful. Test prep and
the published scores that colleges
put on their websites can make
you focus on a certain number so
that you can be competitive at that
school. I think it's good to have a
goal for a score, but when it becomes
a thing that you're worried about,
it can hinder your performance. I
also think getting a certain score
by taking multiple tests makes the
ACT another box to check on a list of
things to do to get into college.

Clearly, you grew up in a time
when college was just another stage
in life rather than the end-all-be-all
for high school kids. It just shows
how much has changed and that life
was easier back when you and your
friends were applying to college.

Love, Jonathan
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NEXT WEEK

Hinsdale Historic Preservation Commission

6:30 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 5

Memorial Building, 19 E. Chicago Ave.

www.villageothinsdale.org

On the draft agenda: sign permit reviews for 8 E. Hinsdale
Ave. (Coldwell Banker Realty) and 14 W. Hinsdale Ave. (Rate);
discussion of Memorial Building historic plaque, Sixth Street
improvement project and a sign code update

Hinsdale Firefighters Pension Board
9 a.m. Friday, Feb. 7
Memorial Building
19 E. Chicago Ave.
www.villageothinsdale.org

Hinsdale Village Board
7 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 4
Memorial Building
19 E. Chicago Ave.
www.villageothinsdale.org

MEETING ROUNDUP

Hinsdale High School District 86
Among other business Jan. 16, school board members:

o voted to spend $58,437 on capital expenditures for security
items including additional hallway mirrors, a CEIA Opengate
Unit and security film.

« awarded the regular bus transportation services bid to First
Student and rejected all bids for the special education portion.
New pricing will increase 6.25 percent for the 2025-26 school
year and 4.25 percent for the subsequent two school years. The
district will ask for a one-year contract extension with the cur-
rent provider for special education busing.

« approved a settlement agreement of about $48,000 with an
employee. Board President Cat Greenspon said an error regard-
ing this employee’s compensation was brought to the board’s
attention.

“We appreciate the opportunity to correct this issue,” she
said.

e voted to have CFO Josh Stephenson execute a new 24-month
natural gas contract effective July 1 at a rate at or below 50 cents
per therm

Community Consolidated District 181 Board
Among other business Monday, board members:

o approved school fees for the 2025-26 school year. Catie
Norton, director of finance, presented updates to the fee plan,
which includes a $25 early registration discount to encourage
families to register and pay fees by specified deadlines to help
the district with planning. With the implementation of a full-day
kindergarten program, the kindergarten registration fee was
increased to $295 to match the fee for first and second grades.

o celebrated the launch of the newly redesigned district
website, which features a more modern design, improved nav-
igation and enhanced functionality, including school-specific
pages, said Jeffrey Alstadt, communications director.

« recognized Hinsdale Middle School teacher Kelly Pelak for
receiving the Presidential Award for Excellence in Mathematics
and Science Teaching. The national award honors teachers
who demonstrate distinction in the classroom and dedication
to improving STEM education. Pelak, along with three other
teachers from the Chicago area, will receive $10,000 and a trip
to Washington, D.C., for a recognition ceremony and profes-
sional development events.

e accepted a $20,00 donation from resident Ken Moy to be put
toward furnishing the welcome area in the new district admin-
istration center currently under construction
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The Community Speaker Series

Presented by District 86 and District 181
Free and Open to All Community Members

B Easruial absive albusi Frovide
the “Empachy Advamage”

UnSelfie

why Empathetic
Kids Succecd in Our
Al Aboun-Me Waorld

MICHELE BORBA, Ed. [

Dr. Michele Borba
Empathy & the UnSelfie Revolution

Wednesday, February 5, 2025, 7:00pm - 8:30pm
Thursday, February 6, 2025, 9:00am - 10:30am
In Person at The Community House
415 W. 8th St,, Hinsdale

Community Partners
Cafe La Fortuna
The Community House
Gone Grazy
Hinsdale Public Library
Kramer Foods

Supported By
District 181 Foundation

For More Information:
Email: speakers@d181foundation.org
Website: www.d181foundation.org

Get off the fence!

Spring is a great time to buy.
Contact me today for financing options.

DAN
- GJELDUM

Dan Gjeldum
Senior VP of Mortgage Lending

0:(773) 435-0654 C: (312) 543-9692
Rate.com/dan dan@rate.com

14 W. Hinsdale Ave, 2nd Floor, Hinsdale, IL 60521

Applicant subject to credit and underwriting approval. Not all applicants will be approved for financing. Receipt of application does not represent an approval for financing or interest rate
guarantee. Restrictions may apply, contact Guaranteed Rate for current rates and for more information.

@EOUAL HOUSING LENDER NMLS ID: 686529; IL - 031.0031282 * NMLS ID #2611 (Nationwide Mortgage Licensing System www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org) « IL - Residential Mortgage Licensee
- IDFPR, 122 South Michigan Avenue, Suite 1900, Chicago, Illinois, 60603, 312-793-3000, 3940 N. Ravenswood Ave., Chicago, IL 60613 #MB.0005932
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NEWS

Continued from Page 5

better you get,” she said.

Wilson, who specializes in
standardized test prep and
college consulting, among
other things, said preparation
is key.

“I always tell students, ‘It
doesn’t matter what kind of
test prep you get as long as
you get it,’ ” she said. “A stan-
dardized test is a predictable
test. When you practice with
real tests, you start to under-
stand what a wrong answer
looks like.

“It can be done at school
in a class. It can be done with
an individual like me,” she
continued. “It can be done on
your own.”

Khan Academy offers stan-
dardized test prep and the

(14

“They do kind of get momentum as they see

29

their scores improving. Then they get eager.

It's a great thing to see.”

— Ann Wilson

Test prep part of application process

ACT and College Board pub-
lish study guides that include
real tests for students to prac-
tice taking.

“That’s what you want to
use,” she advised.

For those who sign up with
a tutor, most people need
eight to 10 sessions to review
the four different sections of
the ACT — English, math, sci-
ence and reading. Wilson said
she begins with reading.

“It’s always the first thing
I'teach,” she said. “I always
teach the reading strategy
first. Kids can get through a
lot of school without reading
a thing.”

She said the pandemic has
created a loss of focus and
stamina in many students.

“These tests are reading
tests. You're reading for two

hours. Even the math — there
are plenty of word problems
there. You have to be com-
fortable looking at words and
thinking about them and
remembering what you've
read,” Wilson said.

Anxiety also plays a role,
and Wilson said she spends
a lot of time helping students
learn how to handle it. She
said practicing in a test-like
environment and practicing
every day — even if it’s just
one passage or one page — is
key.

“Have that book open all
the time and it will become so
familiar to you, you'll be like,
‘Oh, it’s this again,” ” she said.

Wilson recommends stu-
dents take the test multiple
times.

“They do kind of get

momentum as they see their
scores improving,” she said.
“Then they get eager. It’s a
great thing to see.”

The SAT, which has been
replaced by the ACT in
Illinois as the primary stan-
dardized test for high school
students, is so repetitive that
it can quickly be mastered,
Wilson said.

“They just keep adding 20
more points, 20 more points,
20 more points,” she said of

students who re-take the test.

And while most students
don’t enjoy taking standard-
ized tests, she believes they
have a role in the college
application process. ACT
scores are proven to align
with college success.

“We can demonize these
tests for sure, but there is a

reason for them,” she said.

And students should
remember the score is only
one part of the application.

“Can I use my test score to
strengthen my application
or at least to support it?” she
suggests students ask them-
selves. “It just gives more
credibility to everything else
you're submitting.”

Jonathan’s mom, Cara
Hurley, supports the time and
money being spent on tutor-
ing even though she never
did any formal test prep in
high school. She graduated
from an all-girls college prep
high school in Philadelphia
in 1992.

“It’s quite the process,” she
said of what her son is going
through. “Very different from
when I was going to school.”

SHY CREATION

FINE

JEWELRY

PERFECTLY
GIFTABLE

RAZNY
JEWELERS

37 S WASHINGTON ST

HINSDALE

630.455.1900
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POLICE BEAT

Hinsdale police distributed the following reports Jan. 28.

Unique
Boutique

DUI arrests

o Ivaneta Edisson, 53, 162 Cherrywood Road, Buffalo Grove,

was arrested for driving under the influence of alcohol, unau- — T
thorized use of handicapped parking and resisting or obstruct- S
ing a police officer at 3:12 a.m. Jan. 25 at the BP gas station,
149 E. Ogden Ave. The suspect refused testing to determine J o ' n U S s t
blood-alcohol content, and she was charged and released to 1 can to
appear in court. Mornin g. o fB eaut y & register

« Andrew C. Riegert, 29, 17 S. Thurlow St, Hinsdale, was Relaxation or call
arrested for driving under the influence of alcohol, driving with 630.323.5150
a blood-alcohol content higher than .08 and improper lane use Saturdav. Feb. 22 ' '
at11:04 a.m. Jan. 27 at Eighth and Vine streets. The suspect sub- y’ °
mitted to testing that indicated he was over the legal limit, and 9:00a.m.-12:00 p.m.

he was charged and released to appear in court.

Registration Required

Warrant, suspended license . .
Featuring sessions on:

e Rejki Circles

Rene G. Melean Navarrera, 40, 1377 Monomoy St., Aurora,
was arrested for driving with a suspended license and speeding

at 1:16 a.m. Jan. 25 in the 400 block of West Ogden Avenue. The * Simply from th.e Heart Ppp—Up Pampering
suspect also was found to have an arrest warrant out of DuPage e Self-Care Healing Techniques

County and was charged and released to appear in court. e Meditation Sessions

Cash stolen e ..and more!

After a cash withdrawal was made at 1:23 p.m. Jan. 24 from Presented to people affected by cancer and provided at no cost

the Chase Bank drive-thru ATM at 400 E. Ogden Ave, the person
drove away without taking the cash. The bank was contacted
and told the victim the cash had not been returned.

Wellness House | Main Location
The Kay & Mike Birck Home of Hope
131 North County Line Road
Hinsdale, IL 60521
wellnesshouse.org

Ty
Weliness House:
You'll feel better inside.

CELEBRATING % YEARS OF HOPE

Vehicle struck while traveling

A vehicle’s windshield was shattered by an unknown object
at 10:28 a.m. Jan. 21 while it was traveling on Route 83 at Ogden
Avenue.

\
Whether your kids are on liberty in the

Philippine Sea

or studying at
L|berty Unlver5|ty

Arrests do not constitute conviction of a crime, and individuals
listed here should be presumed innocent until proven guilty. If
charges are dismissed or reduced or the accused is found not
guilty, he or she can contact The Hinsdalean at news@thehins-
dalean.com to provide us with documentation. Information will
be updated online and in the next issue of the paper.

Village has new credit
card processor and fees

The village of Hinsdale has
partnered with a new payment
processor, Tyler Payments, to
create a new online payment
portal with added options, a
more user-friendly experience
and a 24/7 IVR (interactive
voice response) system for
automated phone payments.

The new processor is expect-
ed to go live today, Jan. 30.
When it does, all village hall
in-person credit/debit card
payments (including but not
limited to water bills, build-
ing permits, license and other
fees) and online credit/debit
card payments and electronic
checks (e-checks) will be pro-
cessed by the new processor.
A service fee will apply, which
will be collected directly by

Tyler Payments. The village
will not receive any fees.

The second phase will be the
introduction of IVR payments,
which is anticipated in mid- to
late-February. Customers will
be able to make payments over
the phone using this automat-
ed system.

Tyler Payments will charge
the following service fees per
transaction.

o credit and debit cards —
3.25 percent of transaction
amount, with a $2.50 mini-
mum fee

o e-check payments — $ per
transaction

e IVR (automated phone
payments) — 50 cents per
transaction, in addition to the
service fees noted above

. keep them close to home
with a subscription to
their hometown newspaper.

Call today to subscribe

- .-u- / 3

In the mail *179/yr.
or e-mail *49/yr.

Free e-mail subscription
to all active duty military personnel.

The Hinsdalean

630.323.4422

One town. One paper.
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m “My very first day of Latin class my freshman year, I walked out
thinking, ‘That was awesome and I want more! ” — Alisha McCloud

Central Latin
teacher’s honor
not only reward

Alisha McCloud’s love of
the Latin language began
with her first Latin language
class at the University of
Iowa.

“My very first day of Latin
class my freshman year, I
walked out thinking, ‘That
was awesome and I want
more,’” McCloud said.

She got more, going on to
earn undergraduate degrees
in Latin and Spanish and a
master’s in Latin from the
University of Georgia. It
wasn'’t until later in college,
when she had taken up
tutoring, that she began to
consider teaching as a career
— a career that brought her
to Hinsdale Central High
School more than 24 years
ago. She started as a full-time
Spanish teacher, but hoped
for an opportunity to teach
Latin.

This year McCloud is
teaching Latin 2, Latin 2 hon-
ors, Latin literature and Latin
literature honors to sopho-
mores, juniors and seniors at
Central. Even after two and a
half decades, McCloud said
she still enjoys being in the
classroom.

“Teaching Latin is
incredibly rewarding,” said
McCloud, who recently
earned the Farrand Baker

Latin Teacher of the Year
Award from the Illinois
Classical Conference. A
member of the professional
organization since her career
began, McCloud called

the award “a tremendous
honor.”

McCloud said her position
as a Latin teacher allows
her to introduce students to
much more than words and
sentence structure.

“I get to introduce them to
this entire world,” she said,
including the history of the
ancient language, its influ-
ences on other languages
and its role throughout his-
tory.

Central students who study
Latin don’t practice speaking
the language. Rather, they
learn to read it, understand it
and apply it to other areas of
learning.

The study of Latin helps
students to develop a stron-
ger grasp of the English
language, as well as the lan-
guages that descended from
Latin, including Portuguese,
Romanian, Spanish, French
and Italian.

The ancient language of
the Roman Empire, Latin
spread throughout the region
as the empire grew, McCloud
said. Today, the language
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STUDENT TAUGHT IN IRELAND + SHE AND HER FAMILY HAVE VISITED ALL 50
STATES » MOTHER OF TWO TEENAGED SONS + WAS A CAMP COUNSELOR AT AN
AIR FORCE BASE IN JAPAN + OCENTRAL LATIN CLUB FACULTY SPONSOR

can still be found in religion,
law and many sciences.

One student who is cur-
rently in medical school
recently wrote to McCloud to
tell her how much his study
of Latin was helping in his
classes. Another former stu-
dent is currently pursuing a
PhD in classics at Princeton
University.

Students of Latin better
understand the structure of

language and learn about
events of the ancient world
that still impact lives and cul-
ture today, McCloud said.
For McCloud, Latin
provided all of this, plus a
rewarding career. She also
had the chance to visit sev-
eral different countries as a
student studying abroad.
Latin is offered at all four
grade levels at Hinsdale
Central. While Latin is

offered in a number of
Ilinois high schools, it’s not
common across the country.
McCloud said she would like
to see it become a more stan-
dard part of the high school
curriculum.
“There are so many
ways that students become
stronger thinkers and prob-
lem-solvers,” McCloud said.
— story by Sandy Illian
Bosch, photo by Jim Slonoff

102 Chicago Ave., Hinsdale
630.325.0088
fullersservicecenter.com

OIL GHANGE SPECIAL

Free Tire Rotation and Exterior Car Wash
with any oil change

H
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OPINION

EDITORIAL

February time for Big Game — and Heart Month

“Ifirmly believe that any man'’s finest hour, the
great fulfillment of all that he holds dear, is that
moment when he has worked his heart out in a

good cause and lies exhausted on the field of bat-
tle, victorious.” — Vince Lombardi

This quote from former Green Bay Packers
coach Vince Lombardi seems particularly appro-
priate as we near Super Bowl LIX — and American
Heart Month.

Heart disease is the leading cause of death in
the United States and worldwide. But there are
plenty of steps people can take to lower their risk
— and plenty of resources for those looking to
learn more.

What to know

Many might not realize that cardiac arrest and
a heart attack are not the same thing.

A heart attack is a circulation problem that
occurs when blood flow to the heart is blocked.
Symptoms might include intense discomfort in
the chest or other upper-body areas, shortness
of breath, cold sweats and/or nausea and vomit-
ing. Symptoms might come on quickly, but they
are more likely to start slowly and continue for
hours, days or weeks.

Even if there is uncertainty whether a heart

attack is occurring, call 911 immediately. EMTs
can begin treatment immediately and transport
the patient quickly to the hospital.

A heart attack is a common cause of cardiac
arrest, but most heart attacks do not lead to car-
diac arrest. Cardiac arrest occurs when the heart
malfunctions and stops beating unexpectedly.
Breathing stops and the person becomes uncon-
scious.

If CPR is provided immediately, a person’s
chance of surviving cardiac arrest can be dou-
bled or tripled, according to the American Heart
Association. After calling 911, start CPR right
away. If an automated external defibrillator is
available, use it as soon as possible.

What to do

The National Heart, Lung and Blood institute
offers the following suggestions to help avoid
cardiovascular disease or help someone who is
suffering from cardiac arrest.

 Get enough quality sleep

Adults who don'’t sleep enough or sleep poorly
have an increased risk of high blood pressure,
heart disease and other medical conditions. Aim
for seven to nine hours a night.

o Eat better

A flexible and balanced eating plan, like the

COMMENTARY

D.A.S.H. diet, can help lower high blood pres-
sure and improve cholesterol.

» Maintain a healthy weight

Many diseases and conditions can be prevent-
ed or controlled by having a healthy weight.

» Be more active

The right amount of physical activity can help
lower the risk of heart disease and stroke. Adults
should spend 2.5 hours each week doing physi-
cal activity

« Stop smoking

Any amount of smoking — even light or occa-
sional — damages heart and blood vessels. Visit
www.smokefree.gov for additional support.

o Manage stress

Meditation, yoga, a warm bath, quiet time
with a good book and a funny movie can all help
lower stress.

o Get trained in CPR

Members of the Hinsdale Fire Department will
teach Heart Saver CPR/AED classed from 8 a.m.
to noon Saturday, Feb. 15, at the fire department,
121 Symonds Drive. People with little to no
medical training will learn how to perform CPR,
use an AED and provide first aid. Upon comple-
tion, participants will receive an American Heart
Association certificate. Additional classes will be
offered at the same time and place on March 8,
April 12 and May 10.

Attacking others doesn’t further democracy

While I was out of the office
Friday, Ken Knutson, our associate
editor, took a call we don'’t typically
get. The man wanted to know if we
had looked into the background of
someone who had written a letter to
the editor published the day before.

“Uh, no,” Ken responded.

Ken told me he went on to
explain to the caller what we do
look into — that the letter writer is a
real person who actually wrote the
letter, that it is 250 words or shorter
and that anything stated as fact is
accurate.

I imagine the caller disagreed
with the opinion expressed in the
letter and decided instead to ques-
tion the integrity of its writer.

That seems to be a common
move these days. Someone express-
es an opinion and those who do
not agree move straight to char-
acter attacks. The individual who
expressed the unpopular opinion is
evil, unstable, can’t be trusted.

Have you seen the comments
from far-right Republicans calling
Bishop Mariann Edgar Budde dis-

graceful and a heretic
because they didn’t like
the message she deliv-
ered during the inaugural
prayer service? They also
labeled her a radical left-
ist, a witch, a fake bishop,
a tin-pot politician and
Satan. I imagine they
would respond similarly

this phenomena. In the
past, if a reader disagreed
with what had been
written in a letter to the

| editor, he or she would

§ write a rebuttal letter.
And that would appear in
the paper, too. Of course
that letter would have to
be signed, 250 words or

if Jesus had spoken at the
prayer service, since he,
too, believes in seeking
mercy for those on the
margins of society.

But I digress.

I continue to worry that we soon
will lose our ability to disagree
about anything. Instead of actually
thinking through opposing posi-
tions and creating counter-argu-
ments, we'll say the other guy is an
idiot or the devil, reverting back to
those name-calling skills we honed
on the playground.

It's a lot easier to silence someone
than it is to convince them of a dif-
ferent viewpoint.

Social media has contributed to

Pamela Lannom

fewer and not contain any
inaccuracies. Nor would
we allow the second writ-
er to call the first writer
names.

Now people can make anony-
mous post after anonymous post
saying absolutely whatever they
want. There’s no fact checking.
There’s no accountability. It’s a vir-
tual lynching.

I applaud the two individuals
who chose to submit letters to the
editor for this week’s paper instead
of making anonymous posts on
Facebook. I admire their willingness
to be accountable for their opinions.

We all know there are critical
problems to solve at the national

level. We have important issues at
the local level, too. Those elected

to serve on one of Hinsdale’s two
school boards and the village board
will make many decisions over the
next four years, some of which will
have greater impact on Hinsdaleans
than those made in Washington.

We will begin our election cov-
erage for contested races on the
village and school boards in next
week’s issue. We'll try to provide as
much information as we can about
the candidates, their backgrounds
and their viewpoints. And we
encourage readers to submit letters
sharing their opinions about the
best choice or choices for a partic-
ular board. We hope letter-writers
will stay focused on the issues and
not their personal dislike of candi-
dates seeking office.

Robust discussion and debate
leads to better solutions. Character
assassinations do not.

— Pamela Lannom is editor of The
Hinsdalean. Readers can email her
at plannom@thehinsdalean.com.
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OPINION

GUEST COMMENTARY

A Swiftie’s take
on Super Bowl LIX

Let me start this
by saying I do not
claim to be any-
where near a sports
enthusiast. However,
with the Super Bowl
approaching, I felt
the need to give a
perspective from
someone who does
not have much
knowledge on
the matter. And
while I clearly am not a football
expert, I'm taking a stab at this
in honor of my older brother
and dad, who are fans of the
game.

This year’s Super Bowl seems
to the contest nobody wanted.

The Kansas City Chiefs Are in
the spotlight, whether we want
them there or not.

If the Chiefs win, they would
make history by becoming the
first team in NFL history to win
three consecutive Super Bowls.
While this is undoubtedly an
impressive feat, people seem
to be tired of the Chiefs in the
big game every year. Patrick
Mahomes and Travis Kelce
have been a dynamic duo for
years; however, whether it’s a
questionable call or a missed
penalty, many believe the
Chiefs always seem to get the
benefit of the doubt from the
referees when it counts.

As a Swiftie, I can’t ignore
how Taylor’s relationship with
Kelce has added a whole new
layer to the Chiefs’ populari-
ty. While it's undeniable the
Taylor Swift Effect has brought
in a new wave of viewers, many
have tuned in just to see what's
going on with her. Some love it
(like me), but some are over it.

The the Philadelphia Eagles
are a story of redemption, for
better or worse.

The Eagles’ loss to the Chiefs
in Super Bowl LVII still stings,
and Philly fans are hungry for

vindication. While
that hunger could
drive the Eagles to
greatness, it also stirs
up the animosity
that surround their
fanbase. Apparently,
Philly fans are noto-
| rious for their hostile
energy. From throw-
ing batteries at

Bhavana Dronamraju players to booing

their own team,
fans bring chaos wherever they
go, according to some.

The Eagles have had a solid
season, setting franchise
records for wins, and their per-
formances have been nothing
short of dominant. Despite
their impressive record, it’s
hard for some to ignore how
unlikable the team has become
to many due to the rowdiness
and sometimes violent antics
the fans pose.

One thing about Philly is
that the team’s success rallies
the city. That level of pride,
while often a source of brag-
ging rights, also contributes to
the divisive “love them or hate
them” energy surrounding the
Eagles.

From what I've seen, people
are claiming this could be one
of the least-watched Super
Bowls in recent years. For
those who care about legacies,
records and football excellence,
it's a big deal.

But for people — like me
— who don'’t follow the game
closely, the halftime show
with Kendrick Lamar and SZA
is sure to be a winner. As an
amateur viewer, that’s the real
reason I will be watching this
year’s game.

— Bhavana Dronamraju of
Hinsdale, a junior at Indiana
University, is a contributing
columnist. Readers can email
her at news@thehinsdalean.
com.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

LGBTQ books pose no threat to straight children

We too are concerned about free
speech, and we stand with Bret
Conway’s opinion from Aug. 29 in The
Hinsdalean, and with Andrea Flynn's
opinion (Jan. 23). We chose to speak
up because when we don’t, we are
complicit. Parents have the right to
choose what they read to their chil-
dren, and a right not to read what they
don’t choose. We have read some of
the books proposed for banning. We
suggest reading at least some of these
books to see if they may have been
misrepresented or misunderstood.

We understand some parents are
motivated by fear or by the responsi-
bility to protect their children. If you
are concerned that someone who is
gay or transgender is trying to recruit

your children to their way of being,
you needn’t be. If you are concerned
that being LGBTQ is contagious, you
needn’t be. A book cannot “turn” chil-
dren into something they are not. It
may, however, help another child to
understand who they are. People who
are lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender
or queer are just people. As with any
other arbitrarily constructed category,
most of them are kind, hardworking,
generous, loving, productive mem-
bers of our society. We have friends,
family members, co-workers who are
not “straight.” Most of us probably do.
Members of the LGBTQ community
are just trying to live their lives, just
like you. — Patty and David Weber,
Hinsdale

Writer supports fight against ‘indoctrination’

Enough is enough. Parents should
be concerned. Young people are pre-
dominantly heterosexual, not striving
to change their sex, are not interested
in books on homosexual subject mat-
ter. Indoctrination on this subject has
caused depression and confusion.
Quit shoving this movement down the
throats of our youth. In fact, it would

behoove this movement to respect the
rights of concerned parents and back
off. The noise has been deafening.
Please stop. This is not a fashion fad
or “cool.” It is an extremely subversive
indoctrination of a lifestyle that is for
the few, not for the many. — Renee
Mumford, Hinsdale

WHADDYA MERN
YOURE NoT
G0N OUT?

Requirements

« 250 words or fewer

* include writer’s name,
address and daytime phone
number

LETTERS POLICY

» documentation must be
provided for numbers, statistics
and other facts mentioned in

the letter
* no form letters

Submission

- e-mail to news@thehins-
dalean.com

- fax to (630) 323-4220

* mail to The Hinsdalean,

Letters to the editor, 7 W. First
St., Hinsdale 1l 60521

Questions?
Call (630) 323-4422
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ASK AN EXPERT

MICHELE BORBA, EDUCATIONAL PSYCHOLOGIST & AUTHOR

How can children
develop empathy?

Youth today are digitally adept but
less equipped empathetically, a defi-
ciency that can have adverse impli-
cations for mental health, resilience
and leadership skills, Dr. Michele
Borba opined.

“In the last 30 years, there’s been a
40 percent dip in empathy while nar-
cissism has increased 58 percent,”
Borba said, citing a longitudinal
study of the issue.

But empathy can be cultivated,
she assured, which she will discuss
in her talk Empathy and the Unselfie
Revolution at 7 p.m. Wednesday,
Feb. 5, and 9 a.m. Thursday, Feb. 6,
at The Community House as part of
the Community Speaker Series (see
Page XX for details).

Borba said it’s important to differ-
entiate empathy from sympathy.

“Empathy is feeling with someone
instead of feeling for them, being
able to understand and figure out
where the other person is,” she
explained.

We are “hard-wired” to experience
it, but the increasingly on-demand,
self-focused nature of the culture has

rendered empathy dormant in many.

“They’re not getting into deeper
relationships. As a result emotional
literacy scores are going way down,”
Borba said.

And constant pressure to measure
up creates stress, which can sap one
of empathy.

“We're still giving them all the love
and the resources but often focusing
on success and achievement and
GPA,” Borba said. “You have to dial
your empathy down when you're in
survival mode.”

Rather than asking kids what they
accomplished at school, get them
to tell you about their expectations
and subsequent experiences. That
will direct them away from external
dynamics and deepen their aware-
ness of internal ones. Then they
begin to better relate to others and
their feelings.

“You can’t empathize if you can’t
see how someone is affected by
something,” she said.

Borba said parents can model this
when dealing with a child’s misbe-
havior.

“Instead of saying, ‘T'm upset with
you,” say, ‘T'm really disappointed in
that behavior’ and tell them why and
how it made you feel,” she advised.
“When they begin to recognize what
your expectation of them is when

it comes to treating others, they're
more likely to follow.”

With emotional intelligence taking
root as early as age 2, Borba lament-
ed the decline of traditional play-
dates in a busy society.

“Children have so many other
extracurricular activities, it’s hard to
just do ‘Sandbox 101,"” she said.

As aresult, the younger generation
tends to be more risk averse with
others, she related, afraid that being
too authentic could jeopardize the
connection. Being able to have a
friendly but frank exchange of ideas
is a vital skill.

“Perspective-taking is the top
employability factor right now,”
Borba said.

Encourage children to interact
with others, holding the door open
or offering help when needed.

“That gives kids a sense of purpose
because they know they can make a
difference,” she said.

Teach children slow deep breath-
ing when you see the stress level ris-
ing and join forces with their friends’
parents to develop shared param-
eters around smart device use and
bed times.

“You can’t change the culture, but
you can change how you raise you
child.” — by Ken Knutson

In her Hinsdale talk next week, educational
psychologist Michele Borba will share
how a well-developed sense of empathy
in children often promotes other char-
acteristics of a successful life, such as
kindness, courage and resilience. (photo
provided)
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Order Now!

GAME DAY CATERING SPECIALS

HALF & FULL TRAYS OF PASTA & SALADS ALSO AVAILABLE

FREE DELIVERY WITHIN 5 MILES | ORDERS PLACED 24 HOURS IN ADVANCE

8 E FIRST ST HINSDALE, IL | 630.734.9401
prontosandwiches.com

@ prontoitaliansandwiches
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Chairman’s

Message

The Village of Hinsdale remains a vibrant
community for families as well as businesses
to thrive and grow, but most importantly to
call home. The 2025 Hinsdale Chamber of
Commerce Community Guide is a resource
to learn more about local shops, restaurants,
services and not-for-profits as well as events
and activities throughout the year. All busi-
nesses, regardless of size, play
a vital role in creating a desir-
able destination for visitors as
well as residents.

I would like to take a
moment to thank Eva Field,
who retired at the end of 2024.
Eva’s commitment and contri-
butions over the past 20 years
to the local Hinsdale busi-
ness community have been
invaluable. The Chamber of
Commerce has thrived due to
Eva’s dedication and passion to
make Hinsdale a better place.
Best of luck in your future endeavors, Eva,
and we welcome Amanda Wagner as our
new CEQO, who has been with us for the past
few years in prior roles.

Our signature events were well-attended in
2024 and we hope you join us again in 2025.
Summertime events include the Fine Arts
Festival in June, Farmers Market (Mondays
in June through October), Uniquely
Thursdays (June to August), and the
Sidewalk Sale in July. The sixth annual Wine

MARK WANLESS
Chairman of the board
Hinsdale Chamber
of Commerce
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Walk and the Fall Festival, | ﬂ] Il. :
both in October, as wellas | 48 =
the beautiful Christmas Walk J :
in December, all represent ways
to support local merchants and
enjoy all Hinsdale has to offer.
We encourage all community mem-
bers, visitors, merchants and shop-
pers to stay connected to events
and activities by signing up for the
Chamber’s newsletter at hinsdale-
chamber.com. In addition, sign up
to receive weekly discounts, coupons
and specials from area Chamber
members.
A collaborative partnership
between the Chamber and the Village
Economic Development Commission
enables us to support and promote
the local business community, includ-
ing small business Saturday immedi-
ately after Thanksgiving as well as dec-
orating the downtown with fresh-cut
greenery to celebrate the holiday season. Our
accomplishments are made possible through
the cooperation and support of community
members, businesses and the Village.

Working together, we ensure Hinsdale
remains a desirable and enjoyable destina-
tion.

On behalf of our local business community,
I want to express our appreciation and grati-
tude for your continued support as we Shop,
Dine and Discover Hinsdale.

Ll (EIsTORIC |

IDOWNTOWN

SHOP = DINE = DISCOVER
CHAMBER of COMMERCE

hinsdalechamber.com
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OBITUARIES

Jerome David Girsch

Jerome “Jerry” David Girsch, 79, of Hinsdale
and Bonita Springs, Fla., died Jan. 19, 2025.

Jerry was a proud South Sider, growing up in
the Beverly neighborhood. He graduated from
Archbishop Quigley Preparatory Seminary and
spent a very short time at Mundelein Seminary
before calling his dad to be picked up — some-
thing his wife and children remain grateful for
to this day.

After graduating from Loyola University, he
was hired as an auditor for Arthur Anderson,
where he met the love of his life, a receptionist
named Linda Mizwicki. One of Jerry’s main accounts
was Waste Management and his hard work and affable
personality led Waste to hire him in 1976.

Jerry moved his family to Hinsdale to be closer to his
Oak Brook office and he and Linda embraced the village
as well as the amazing families at St. Isaac Jogues school
and parish. He retired from Waste at age 50, but quickly
transitioned to another successful career with LKQ,
where he was able to schedule his meetings around his
tee times. Jerry was a devout Catholic who, with Linda,
generously supported the Catholic mission through St.
Isaac’s, Benet Academy, DePaul, Notre Dame and LINK
Unlimited, among others. He gave back to the commu-
nity through his service to the Knights of Columbus and
his work on the board of directors at DePaul and LINK.

Jerry was an avid sports fan who rooted passionately
for his White Sox and Notre Dame football. He and Linda

Girsch

enjoyed traveling the globe but were most ful-
filled when visiting their grandchildren. Jerry
loved golf and lived mainly by two mantras:
“Life is Good!” and “It’s Great to be a Girsch!”

He is survived by his wife of 52 years, Linda;
his five children, Bradley (Elizabeth Krueger),
Rebecca, Michael (Kelly Meyer), Gregory
(Katlyn Humphrey) and Leslie; his 10 grand-
children, William, Tate, Addison, Eleanor,
Claire, Celia, Thomas, Henry Jerome, John and
Lucille; his siblings, Charles ‘Bill, Robert and
Marina; and his nieces, nephews and cousins.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Charles
“Bud” and Marina Girsch, nee Hafner; and his brother
John.

Visitation is from 3 to 8 p.m. Friday, Jan. 31, at Sullivan
Funeral Home, 60 S. Grant St., Hinsdale.

A funeral Mass will be said at 10 a.m. Saturday, Feb.
1, at St. Isaac Jogues, 421 S. Clay St., Hinsdale. The Mass
will be live streamed at www.sij.net.

Burial will be private. A luncheon for family and
friends will follow at Butterfield Country Club, 2800
Midwest Road, Oak Brook.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to online
to LINK Unlimited Scholars at www.linkunlimited.org or
Congregation of the Mission — The Vincentian Western
Province at www.vincentian.org.

A longer version of this obituary appears online at
wwuw.thehinsdalean.com.

Marta Lastres

Marta Lastres of Hinsdale died Jan. 27, 2025.

Marta was born in Manzanillo, Cuba, and
immigrated to the United States in 1953.

Marta was devoted to family, faith and
country. Over the years, she opened her
home to family and immigrants from Cuba
and helped them find homes, enroll their
children in school and find work. She was a
longtime parishioner of Sacred Heart Parish
in Melrose Park and later St. Francis Xavier in
La Grange. Marta was grateful for the opportu-
nity to become a U.S. citizen, but never ceased
hoping and praying for a free Cuba. She was an active
member of the Cuban Medical Association of Chicago
in Exile. She was an avid lover of classical music, poet-
ry, and of course, a good cafecito.

Marta was preceded in death by her husband of
45 years, Dr. Osvaldo Lastres; her siblings, Dr. Hector
Leon, Jose Emilio Leon and Emilio O. Leon; and her
sister-in-law, Maria Leon.

Lastres

She is survived by her brother, Eduardo
Leon, her son, Dr. Oswaldo (Dr. Susan Nedza)
Lastres of Hinsdale; her grandchildren,
Gabriela Lastres (Benjamin Antillon) and
Daniel Lastres; her nieces and nephews, Rick
Lastres, Pepe (Erin) Lastres, James (Cathy)
Lastres, Eduardo Leon, Tricia Leon, Julio
Leon, Remy Leon, Martha (Pedro) Alvarez,
Martha Leon (René) Martinez, Ofelia (Jeff
Foreman) Franco and René (Miriam) Franco.

Visitation is at 10 a.m. Monday, Feb. 3, at St.
Francis Xavier Parish, 124 N. Spring Ave., La
Grange. A Mass of Christian burial will be celebrated
at1ll a.m.

Entombment will be private. In lieu of flowers,
memorials may be made online to the Cuban Heritage
Collection, The University of Miami Richter Library at
www.library.miami.edu/chc/makeagift.html.

Brian Powell Funeral Directors of Hinsdale handled
the arrangements.

Richard M. Traut

Richard M. Traut, a former longtime
Hinsdale resident, passed away Jan. 26, 2025,
in Burr Ridge.

Richard was born in 1933 in Oak Park to
Dr. Eugene Fagan and Wilma Wiseman Traut,
one of seven children.

“Dick” was an active young man play-
ing many sports. After graduating from Oak
Park-River Forest High School being a cap-
tain in three sports, he received a congressio-
nal appointment to attend the U.S. Military
Academy at West Point, New York in 1951.

Upon graduation in 1955, Dick was commissioned
as a 2nd lieutenant in the U.S. Army. In 1956 Dick
married Charron Follett of River Forest, a successful
stage actress who worked professionally in New York
and Chicago. After being honorably discharged from
the army Dick worked for his uncle running road
construction crews until his father-in-law persuaded
him to join the Follett family business and the couple
moved to Hinsdale to raise their family.

At Follett Corp., Dick began his career at the Follett
College Book Co., eventually becoming its president
and growing it significantly with his team over 20 plus
years. He then became chairman over all of Follett
Corp. and retired from that position in 1999.

Dick and Charron were very active at the Theatre of
Western Springs over many years, she as an actress and

Traut

he behind the scenes in many roles, including
serving on its board of governors multiple
times. Dick also established the Theatre of
Western Springs Foundation in 2006.

He is survived by his children, Christopher
D. (Lee) Traut and Sabrina T. (Patrick) Usher;
his grandchildren, Benjamin and Catherine
Traut, and Alexandra, Samantha, James and
Christopher Usher; his siblings, Julianna
(Bob) Hummel, Mary (Gene) Sullivan, Sarah
(David) McConnell, Martha (Tim) Onkka; and
many nieces and nephews.

Richard is preceded in death by his daughter,
Victoria Anne Traut; his wife, Charron Follett Traut; his
sister, Valerie (Edward) Lyon; and his brother, David
(Rosemary) Traut.

Visitation is at 10 a.m. Friday, Jan. 31, at Notre Dame
Catholic Church, 64 Norfolk Avenue, Clarendon Hills.

A funeral Mass will follow at 11 a.m.

Family and friends are invited to a celebration lun-
cheon after the Mass.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to The
Foundation of the Theatre of Western Springs, 4384
Hampton Ave., Western Springs, IL 60558.

Brian Powell Funeral Directors of Hinsdale handled
the arrangements.

A longer version of this obituary appears online at
www.thehinsdalean.com.
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February is Black History Month

Books, films, activities help provide a greater understanding of the Black experience

By Pamela Lannom
plannom@thehinsdalean.com

“African Americans and Labor”
is this year’s theme for Black
History Month, which begins
Saturday, Feb. 1.

The Hinsdale Public Library will
recognize the month with special
displays of books by black authors.

“Every year, we'll have it for
adults and children, some recent
titles and some favorites,” said
John Kokoris, the library’s out-
reach and marketing manager.

Library staff identified three of
the most popular recent novels
from the collection that are related
to black history.

« “The Nickel Boys” by Colson
Whitehead

The 2019 novel — a Pulitzer Prize
winner and national bestseller — is
based on a true story of two boys set
to an abusive reform school in Jim
Crow-era Florida.

The novel was adapted into a
2024 film of the same name, which
has been nominated for best picture
at the Academy Awards.

“Whitehead based the book on
the real experiences reported by
the students of the Dozier School
for Boys in Florida,” librarian Steve
Kline said. “The unflinching look
at events coupled with the author’s
cinematic writing makes for a grip-
ping read — and a gripping film,
which was nominated for best pic-
ture and best adapted screenplay.”

« “James” by Percival Everett

This No. 1 New York Time best-
seller and National Book award win-
ner, which received other accolades,
is a re-imagining of the “Adventures
of Huckleberry Finn,” told from the
perspective of the enslaved Jim.

Kokoris said he listened to the
audio version of the book in a sin-
gle day.

“As a big Mark Twain fan, I was
excited about ‘JTames,” a modern,
inventive take on ‘Huckleberry
Finn,” he said. “The book, which is
faithful to the original at times and
at other times current and unex-
pected, ended up being one of my
favorite books of the year, both a
classic Mississippi River yarn and
something totally fresh.”

o “The Heaven & Earth Grocery
Store” by James McBride

Another New York Times best-

HATIONAL BESTSELLER

GOLSON
WHITEHEAD

awtenk i¢ TRE CNBERERSEND FANROAD

Ao
NICKEL +:
BOVS

A NOFEL

seller, this novel won the 2024
Library of Congress Prize for
American Fiction. It tells the story
of a small town in Pennsylvania
where Black, Jewish and European
immigrants struggle on the margins
of white, Christian America in the
1930s.

The prose is beautifully written,
librarian Susan McBride said.

“The novel is both heartbreaking
and heartwarming, and spotlights
the importance of community, loy-
alty and sacrifice, which is what I
enjoyed most about it,” she said.

Screenings, walks and more

The Cook County Forest
Preserve District is offering a vari-
ety of opportunities to observe
Black History Month at nearby
locations.

« Enjoy a short viewing of
the award-winning PBS series

“America Outdoors” by writer

and conservationist Baratunde
Thurston at a Black History Month
Drop-in from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 1, at the Little Red
Schoolhouse Nature Center , 9800
Willow Springs Road, Willow
Springs. Snacks will be provided.
Call (708) 839-6897 for more infor-
mation.

« Walk a short, looped trail in
Grove 7 of Bemis Woods-South
and read poetry written by African
American authors along the way
from 10 a.m. to noon Sunday,

Feb. 2. Bemis Woods is on Ogden
Avenue west of Wolf Road near
Western Springs. Call (312) 533-
5751.

« Join a bird hike co-led by
Outdoor Afro, followed by a snack
by a warm fire, from 1:30 to 3:30
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 22, at the Little
Red Schoolhouse Nature Center
(see address and phone number
above).

In observance of

Black History Month,
try reading one of the
books available at the
Hinsdale Public Library
— including the three
shown above — or
participating in one of
the activities offered
by the Cook County
Forest Preserve
District, like a poetry
walk at Bemis Woods.
(photo provided)

e Learn more about the
Underground Railroad that existed
in the Calumet Region during the
mid-1800s at presentations from
2 to 3 p.m. Saturday and Sunday,
Feb. 22 and 28,at the Sand Ridge
Nature Center, 15891 Paxton Ave.,
South Holland.

A representative from the Little
Calumet River Underground
Railroad Project will give a talk
accompanied by spiritual singer
Lana Lewis. Visitors can explore
two self-guided trails throughout
the day and learn more at the
information table inside.

« A Black History Month exhib-
it focuses on African Americans
who ski and the challenges faced
in snow sports at the Sagawau
Environmental Learning Center,
12545 W. 111th St., Lemont. Call
(630) 257-2045.

For more information on any of
these events, visit www.fpdcc.com.
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ARTFULLY DONE

M Mayslake: A Sanctuary for
Refreshment and Renewal
Through Feb. 22
Mayslake Peabody Estate
1717 W. 31st St., Oak
Brook
www.dupageforest.org
(630) 206-9566

Through his camera lens,
William North reveals how
the architecture and design
of Mayslake Hall highlights
and amplifies its bucolic
setting, creating space for
contemplating and enjoying
nature. Hours: noon to 3 p.m.
weekdays, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Saturdays.

FAITH COMMUNITIES

M Inter-Faith Fellowship
Community Wide
Feb. 12
Union Church
137 S. Garfield Ave.,
Hinsdale
(630) 688-1706
ejung@uchinsdale.org
Inter-Faith Fellowship
Community Wide presents
a program on Fullersburg
Woods Forest Preserve, with
a DuPage County Forest
Preserve District representa-
tive talking about the history
and restoration of Salt Creek.
Call or email using the infor-
mation above to make a reser-
vation by Feb. 6. Time: 11:45
a.m. doors open, noon lunch,
program follows. Cost: $15 at
the door.

FAMILY FUN

H Juniper Junction
Feb. 15-23

Morton Arboretum
4100 Route 53, Lisle
www.mortonarb.org
(630) 968-0074

Explore this new, large-scale
model railroad display in the
Firefly Pavilion, assembled
and run in partnership with
the LGB Model Railroad Club
of Chicago. Included with
arboretum admission. Hours:
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission:
$8.95-$16.95 depending on
age and day.

FOR A CAUSE

M Candor’s 50th Benefit
Feb. 1
Oak Brook Manor
800 Oak Brook Road
www.candorhealthed.org/
dancing-through-the-de-
cades-2024

Celebrate 50 years of health
education for Chicagoland
youth at the Hinsdale-based
organization’s “Dancing
through the Decades” benefit,
featuring cocktails, dinner and
dancing to the hits from the
1970s, '80s, '90s and 2000s. Bid
on auction items, take photos
with friends and support high
quality sex education, social
emotional learning and sub-
stance abuse prevention pro-
grams for the next generation.
Time: 6 p.m. cocktails, 7 p.m.
dinner. Tickets: $175. RR

H Blood Drive
Feb. 3
Hinsdale Humane Society
21 Salt Creek Lane
www.hinsdalehumanesoci-
ety.org/events
(630) 323-5630

The Hinsdale Humane
Society is partnering with
the American Red Cross to
host this drive. Schedule an
appointment at the website
above; donors should bring a
photo ID, blood donor card or
two other forms of ID. Time:
10 am. to 3 p.m. RR

Celebrate Valentine’s Day early with a romantic stroll through Fullersburg Woods. See Page
20 for details. (photo courtesy of the DuPage County Forest Preserve District)

M Trivia Night
Feb. 7
The Community House
415 W. Eighth St.
www.d181foundation.org
The D181 Foundation is
hosting its third annual fund-
raiser competition featuring
a cash bar a 50/50 cash raffle.
Order a Gone Grazy char-
cuterie board for the table for
$90 by Jan. 31. Proceeds raised
will help fund a new Starlab
mobile planetarium to be used
at all D181 schools. Time: 7
p.m. doors open, 7:30 p.m.
program starts. Tickets: $75,
$500 for table of eight.

Ml Valentines for Seniors

Through Feb. 7
amccarthy@sgop.ilga.gov
State Sen. John Curran
(R-41, Downers Grove) invites
residents and community
groups to write messages in
homemade or store-bought
cards for delivery to assisted
living centers, nursing homes,
and long-term care facilities
throughout the district. Cards
should be dropped off from
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mondays,
Tuesdays, Thursdays and
Fridays or from 8 a.m. to 7
p.m. Wednesdays at Curran’s
office, 1011 State St., Suite 205,
Lemont, in the box located
inside the office door. They
can be put in the mailbox out-

side the office during off hours.

M Valentines for Veterans
Through Feb. 13
(630) 410-8466

State Rep. Nicole La Ha
(R-82, Lemont) is holding
this card drive to encourage
residents of all ages to write
heartfelt messages of appreci-
ation for the men and women
who have served the country.
Drop off cards from 8:30 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m. Monday through
Friday at La Ha’s district office,
106 Stephen St., Suite 102B,
Lemont.

Please turn to Page 20

BILL SELLS HINSDALE

Over 1,000 transactions in the Western Suburbs”

4
Partnered with @properties Christie’s International Real Estate
Local, National & Ipternational Reach

A true WIN wherever your_real estate needs take you!

KNOW YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD - HINSDALE MARKET REPORT:

$1,758,754

Average Sales
Price*

184

Average Days
on Market*

93%
Sale Price vs.
List Price*

*Source: MRED LLC.com Data average 10/27/24-1/27/25.*Total career sales. All information deemed reliable, but not guaranteed.

REAL ESTATE BROKER

630.887.5550
bill@billkimball.com

(@ properties

CHRISTIE’S

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE

Stop looking, start finding® atproperties.com @
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The library has just about any ‘Thing’” you need

At this time of year, one of my
favorite daydreams to muse upon
is walking down a sunny beach, lis-
tening to the waves, and feeling the
warmth of the sand on my feet rather
than the frostbite of my toes in the
snow. Not much could make that
daydream better, but perhaps one
thing: a melodious, rhythmic beeping,
slowly growing faster as [ walk down
the beach and start to dig. Yes, that’s
right. In this most perfect version of
my daydream, I have a metal detector
that I checked out from the Hinsdale
Public Library — and I've just found
something really cool.

You may not know it, but the
Hinsdale Public Library checks even
out more than books, audiobooks,
movies, CDs, magazines and news-
papers (all both physical and digital).
We also have a Library of Things, a
collection of nontraditional items —
like devices, kits and tools — that you
can borrow. And recently we’ve been
adding to it!

With your Hinsdale Public Library
card, you can now check out:

« a GoPro Hero 12 to take videos of

all your adventures

« a karaoke machine so
your next party will be hop-
pin’

« avinyl record washer to
care for your record collec-
tion

e a portable film/slide

converter kit to save all your
family memories

¢ a C-Pen Reader that will
scan sentences and read
them to you — and even
define words

« a birding kit to see which species
come to visit this spring

« arecording studio for your new
podcast project

« a ukulele so you can serenade
your spouse

« a Nintendo Switch to help pass
away the frigid days indoors

We also have our favorite standbys
- hotspots so you can take internet on
the go and Rokus so you can watch
all your favorite streaming shows
through the library.

We're always adding to this collec-

Lizzy Boden
Check this out

tion — we've just ordered
a button maker that should
be available soon. To see
everything we have, visit
= ® www.hinsdalelibrary.info/

", B things.
| Butwhatabout the young
ones? No worries there:
For kids, we have a robust
Curiosity Kit collection
that will introduce them
to a wide range of fun and
educational items. A few
examples of our Curiosity
Kits include:

« amicroscope perfect for budding
scientists

« geology and birding kits to explore
the great outdoors

¢ Ozobots and Edison Bots for
learning coding

¢ a mini theremin to learn about
sound and music

o Numberblocks to understand
math basics

Devices, kits and tools are not the
only “things” we check out. I'm most
excited about our seed library’s sec-
ond year! We have a robust selection

of flowers, vegetables and herbs avail-
able with your library card as you get
ready for sowing season.

The seed library officially opens on
Feb. 8, and you should make sure to
stop by around then for the best selec-
tion.

We also have an event to get you
ready. Make sure to join us Saturday,
Feb. 8, at 2 p.m. for our “Winter
Sowing Workshop: Seed Starting in
the Winter” class.

Hinsdale’s own Vern Goers
Greenhouse donated many of our
seeds, so when you stop by next,
please thank them for their support.
We also owe a debt of gratitude to our
local teen volunteers who painstak-
ingly packed and labeled each of our
hundreds of seed packets.

No matter what your wintertime
fantasies contain, we can help make
your daydreams a reality — so stop by
Hinsdale Public Library soon.

— Lizzy Boden is the adult services
manager at Hinsdale Public Library.
Ask any of the librarians for help with
the Library of Things.

3
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Please join us for

HINSDALE CENTRAL BOYS BASKETBALL
VETERANS & FIRST RESPONDERS NIGHT

Free Admission for all

Veterans and First Responders

FRIDAY, FEB. 7 AT 6:45PM

RSVP’s appreciated to Julie Thick at julieathick@gmail.com or (312) 972-8130
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827 S MONROE ST | HINSDALE

NEW CONSTRUCTION
6 bedrooms | 5.1 bathrooms | $2,199,000

803 W 8TH ST
HINSDALE

5 bedrooms | 4.1 bathrooms | $1,099,000

131 S MADISON ST
HINSDALE

NEW CONSTRUCTION
4 bedrooms | 3.1 bathrooms | $1,435,000

JUST LISTED
205 AMBRIANCE DR | BURR RIDGE

5 bedrooms | 3.1 bathrooms | $2,100,000

133443 ONI

Tucked away in the private, 24hr gated Ambriance subdivision, this custom waterfront home by Parsons Architects has 325 W 9TH ST d
one of the best floor plans on market. The perfect balance of family lifestyle paired with sophisticated amenities, the home HINSDALE !
impresses with soaring ceilings, spacious rooms and quality construction. With 3 levels of waterfront living on almost 2/3

of an acre - this home is a true destination. Flooded with natural sunlight. Hardwood floors throughout. 3-car attached NEW CONSTRUCTION 4
garage. Pleasantdale Elementary and Middle School. Lyons Township High School. This is the one you've been waiting for. 6 bedrooms | 5.1 bathrooms | $2,500,000 —

Real Estate Broker, Z | Northwestern % | 630561 8331 LARYSA DOMINO

University

MBA, CPA ‘BA. : E ; _ larysadomino@atproperties.com @larysadominorealtor ) thedominoeffect.realtor

IR (aproperties | CHRISTIE'S (aproperties | CHRISTIE'S

INTERNATIONAL INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE atproperties.com =@
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Continued from Page 16
GAME ON

M Chicago Elite Youth
Volleyball
Thursdays, Feb. 6-27
Westmont Park District
Fitness Club
424 Plaza Drive
www.thecommunityhouse.
org
(630) 323-7500

Children ages 6-14 will be
introduced to the game of vol-
leyball or continue to improve
their individual skill develop-
ment passing, setting, attack-
ing, blocking, serving, defend-
ing and moving. Players will
be divided according to skill
level and age and challenged
accordingly. Time: 6 to 7 p.m.
Cost: $120. RR, MD

GREAT OUTDOORS

M Fishing: Hard Water Classic
Feb. 1
Blackwell Forest Preserve
Butterfield Road west of
Winfield Road, Warrenville
www.dupageforest.org
(630) 933-7248

Take part in the only com-
petitive ice-fishing tournament
in DuPage, and then stick
around for door prizes and
awards. Participants should
bring their own equipment
and bait. All ages are welcome;
those under 18 must be with
an adult. Time: noon to 3:30
p-m. Cost: $20 in advance, $25
at the event. RR

B Thankful for the Dark
Feb. 5
Little Red Schoolhouse
Nature Center
9800 Willow Springs Road,
Willow Springs
www.fpdcc.com
(708) 839-6897

Learn why light pollution is
harmful to people and wildlife
while enjoying a hike in the
largest Urban Night Sky Place.
Time: 6 to 7:30 p.m. RR

Il Romantic Night Hike
Feb. 7
Fullersburg Woods
3609 Spring Road, Oak
Brook
www.dupageforest.org
(630) 933-7248

Experience the magic of
an evening walk along lan-
tern-lit trails on a self-guided,
1- to 2-mile journey leading
to roaring fires, marshmallow
roasting and hot chocolate.
The trails close at 9 p.m. The
program is for ages 18 and up.

Times: 6, 7 & 8 p.m. slots. Cost:
$12 per person. RR

HEALTH & WELLNESS

M Yoga Flow
Feb. 6-March 13
The Community House
415 W. Eighth St.
www.thecommunityhouse.
org
(630) 323-7500

This six-week session class
is a well rounded Vinyasa-style
yoga practice designed to fos-
ter and grow one’s flexibility,
balance, strength and mind-
fulness. Participants should
bring a mat, water and yoga
blocks, if desired. Time: 9 to 10
a.m. Cost: $90. RR, MD

IT’S ELEMENTARY

Il D181 Student registration
Beginning Feb. 3
www.d181.org

Community Consolidated
Elementary District 181 is
holding online registration for
new preschool, kindergarten
and elementary students Feb.
3-28. In-person registration
is available from 2 to 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 4, and from
7 am. to 1 p.m. Tuesday,
Feb. 25, at the District
Administrative Center, 115
W. 55th St., Clarendon Hills.
Current students can register
online March 3-April 4. Those
in third and sixth grades must
provide proof of residency;
in-person assistance to help
upload residency documents
will be available from 8 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Tuesday, March 11.
New students who register by
Feb. 28 and current students
who register by April 4 receive
a $25 discount on fees.

JUST FOR KIDS

W Pokemon Club
Feb. 7
Hinsdale Public Library
20 E. Maple St.
www.hinsdalelibrary.info
(630) 986-1976

Kids in kindergarten
through fifth grade can bring
cards to trade, play and learn
with friends. Or design a
Pokemon card and make
other fun poke-crafts. Time: 4
to5 p.m. RR

LISTEN & LEARN

M Polar Vortex

Feb. 1

Sagawau Environmental
Learning Center

12545 W. 111th St., Lemont
www.fpdcc.com
(630) 257-2045

What causes the extreme,
cold temperatures during
the winter? Stay warm inside
while learning about this cold
weather event. Time: 1 p.m.

H Genealogy Research Using
Fold3
Feb. 4
Hinsdale Public Library
20 E. Maple St.
www.hinsdalelibrary.info
(630) 986-1976

Learn how to conduct
genealogy research by incor-
porating the Fold3 database,
which provides access to the
stories, photos and personal
documents of the men and
women who served. Time: 7 to
8 p.m.RR

H Empathy and the Unselfie
Revolution
Feb.5o0r6
The Community House
415 W. Eighth St.
www.d181foundation.org/
community-speaker-series
Dr. Michele Borba will share
why empathy is a skill that’s
vital for children’s mental
health, resilience, leadership
skills and job success. Parents
will gain tools to help children
become more empathetic. The
talk is part of the Community
Speaker Series sponsored by
Hinsdale High School District
86, Community Consolidated
Elementary District 181 and
the District 181 Foundation.
Times: 7 to 8:30 Feb. 5, 9 to
10:30 a.m. Feb. 6. RR

M Backyard Bird Feeding
Feb. 6
www.fpdcc.com

Discover how to make one’s
yard and home bird-friendly
in this virtual presentation.
Learn about bird feeders, types
of foods, garden opportunities
and more. Time: 6 p.m. RR

M Home and Life Organization
Systems
Feb. 6
The Community House
415 W. Eighth St.
www.thecommunityhouse.
org
(630) 323-7500

Angie Randall of The
Orderly Life will guide par-
ticipants through a 90-min-
ute interactive workshop to
implement two organization
systems designed to trans-
form one’s daily routine and

Please turn to Page 24
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CLEAN & CHECK

YOUR FURNACE

Go in&r this winter
PREPARED!
Use this coupon for

$25 Dollars Off
B tie HEAT engineering co.

Heating & Air Conditioning Contractors
Quality Service since 1948
We service all furnaces & boilers.

Call (708) 246'3300 for an appointment

6500 Joliet Rd., Countryside, IL
www.heatengineering.com

Now is the time to plan for all of
your land and lawn needs for 2025

4 )
GARDENWORKS
LAND & LAWN
\ J
(" )
*Landscape Maintenance Services
*Seasonal Flower Programs
*Enhancements, Design & Build
*Lawn Care including Organic Options
*Native & Natural Area Stewardship
\ J

Schedule a free consultation today

312-860-8304
gardenworkschicago.com
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“CAN | GET ACCESS TO
THE BEST CANCER CARE
CLOSE TO HOME?”

NEVER WONDER.

Where you go for your cancer care is one of the
most important decisions you’ll ever make.

Now, feel confident in that decision while staying
right here in the western suburbs. As a national
leader in whole-person care, AdventHealth
offers connections to the renowned cancer care
experts at UChicagoMedicine. Find a dedicated
partner for your individual cancer journey just
down the road.

To learn more, go to
ChicagolandCancerCare.com.

Wares | Vita
b catsci | Exco.
P Gniia | latiy [

UChicago -+
Medicine | AdventHealth

BOLINGBROOK ¢ GLENOAKS  HINSDALE « LA GRANGE
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DAWN

— EVERYWHERE OUR CLIENTS WANT TO BE géréEUNPNA —

$2,995,000 / $1,399,000 _ - $1,895,000 $549,000

I
1k
e 1488 HIGHLAND DRIVE
541 KENSINGTON COURT 3525 MADISON STREET 1500 LAKE SHORE DRIVE #15-16B

HINSDALE, IL OAK BROOK, IL CHICAGO, IL LAKE GENEVA, WI
' -..-.E(C

PRICE IMPROVEMENT - $8,900,000 PRICE IMPROVEMENT - $2,639,000 : $2,600,000 — i . 7] $1.100,000

-, ""*i-;‘;,

3341 BUCKBOARD DRIVE 1710 CAPTAIN MOLLY DRIVE, #3518

PARK CITY, UT PARK CITY, UT

1645 BONITA COURT 438 KEENAN AVENUE

NAPLES, FL NAPLES, FL

DAWN MCKENNA
630.686.4886
Dawn@DawnMcKennaGroup.com

LAUREN WALZ
708.846.5676
Lauren@DawnMcKennaGroup.com

FLORIDA | ILLINOIS | MICHIGAN | UTAH | WISCONSIN COLDWELL BANKER
©2025 Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal REALTY
0 ity Act. Owned by a subsidiary of Anywhere Real Estate Inc. Coldwell Banker, the Coldwell Banker Logo, Coldwell Banker Global Luxury, and the Coldwell Banker Global L | istered servi
WWW.DAWNMCKENNAGROUP.COM | @THEDAWNMCKENNAGROUP Opportuni . Qe by by of Anputre Rea Ett I Cldelankethe ol Baer ogo Coldell Banker ol the Cldwel Banker Gl Ly log st regiterd s
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PULSE

Continued from Page 20

prepare for any situation: the
Ultimate Home Management
Binder and the “What If?”
Emergency Binder. Time: 6
p-m. Cost: $192. RR, MD

M Master Your Time, Home &
Finances
Feb. 8
The Community House
415 W. Eighth St.
www.thecommunityhouse.
org
(630) 323-7500

Learn essential strategies to
prepare for life’s unexpected
situations, gain financial con-
trol, efficiently manage one’s
home and perfect one’s time
management skills. Through
hands-on activities and filling
out organizational systems,
participants will gain skills that
will pay dividends long after
the workshop ends. Time: 10
a.m. to 1 p.m. Cost: $300. RR,
MD

NOTEWORTHY

M David Francey Trio
Feb. 15

Unitarian Church of
Hinsdale
11 W. Maple St.
www.acousticren.com
(630) 941-7797

Canadian folk singer-song-
writer David Francey will
perform in his trio, with songs
influenced by his previous
working-class life, his admi-
ration of the natural beauty of
the Canadian landscape and
traditional folk themes of love
and loss. Time: 7 p.m. Tickets:
$22.

H Romances for Violin and
Orchestra
Feb. 16
Union Church of Hinsdale
137 S. Garfield St.
www.cameratachicago.org
International violinist Yi-Jia
Susanne Hou will perform this
program with the Camerata
Chamber Orchestra, featuring
Tchaikovsky’s “Romeo and
Juliet,” Dvorak’s “Romance,
Kreisler’s “Liebesleid and
Liebesfreud,” Svensden’s
“Romance,” Saint-Saéns
“Introduction” and “Rondo
Capriccioso,” and Gershwin'’s

“The Man I Love.” Time: 3 to
5 p.m. Tickets: $50, $40 for
seniors, $10 for students, $2
for ages 14 and under (with a
paying adult).

ON SCREEN

M ‘Wicked Little Letters’
Feb. 5
McAninch Arts Center
College of DuPage
421 Fawell Blvd., Glen Ellyn
www.atthemac.org
(630) 942-4000

Watch the free screening
of this 2023 British drama/
comedy as part of the Global
Flicks series. Times: 1:30 and
7:30 p.m.

ON STAGE

M ‘Shrek JR The Musical’
Jan. 31 & Feb. 1
Nazareth Academy
1209 Ogden Ave., LaGrange
Park
www.ticketpeak.co/sijshrek/
events

Fifth- through eighth-
grade students students at St.
Isaac Jogues Catholic School

present this lively, fami-
ly-friendly adaptation of the
hit DreamWorks animated
film “Shrek,” which follows the
unlikely grumpy green ogre
hero who sets off on an adven-
ture to confront the ruthless
Lord Farquaad and demand
that the fairy-tale creatures be
allowed to stay in the swamp.
Times: 7 p.m. Jan. 31, 11 am.
& 7 p.m. Feb. 1. Tickets: $12.

M ‘Charlie and the Chocolate
Factory’
Through Feb. 2
The Community House
415 W. Eighth St.
www.sdfa.booktix.com
(630) 323-7500

Stage Door Fine Arts’ pres-
ents this musical based on the
famous novel by Roald Dahl
about the world-famous Willy
Wonka opening the gates to
his mysterious factory, but
only to holders of a golden
ticket. Times: 7 p.m. Thursdays
to Saturdays, 2 p.m. Sunday.
Tickets: $25 to $30.

M ‘Outside Mullingar’
Thursdays to Sundays

through Feb. 2
Theatre of Western Springs
4384 Hampton Ave.
www.theatreofwest-
ernsprings.com
(708) 246-4043

This compassionate, delight-
ful work celebrates that it’s
never too late to take a chance
on love as Anthony and
Rosemary’s romantic journey
is heartbreaking, funny, and
ultimately deeply moving.
Times: 8 p.m. Thursdays,
Fridays & Saturdays; 2:30 p.m.
Saturdays & Sundays. Tickets:
$28, $15 for children and stu-
dents.

SIGN UP NOW

M Issues Briefing
Feb. 8
NIU Naperville Conference
Center
1120 E. Diehl Road
www.lwvil.org/issues-brief-
ing-2025

The League of Women
Voters of Illinois will hold its
annual panel exploring criti-

Please turn to Page 26

hlere-Faith Fe%wdéz,@ hosted by:

UNION CHURCH OF HINSDALE

137 S. Garfield Street, Hinsdale, IL 60521
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

Inter-Faith Fellowship “Community Wide” Presents
Ranger Dave Andrusyk from Fullersburg Woods Forest Preserve

Wednesday, February 12, 2025

Fellowship, Lunch, Program $15 at the door!
Doors open at 11:45 am, Lunch at Noon, Program to follow!!

Have you driven down York Road lately and wondered what is different about Salt Creek? Well, please
join us for our February luncheon when Forest Preserve Ranger Dave Andrusyk brings us up to date
on the history and restoration of Salt Creek.

Reservations requested by Thursday, February 6, 2025 to
Elizabeth Jung at ejung@uchinsdale.org or 630-688-1706

MISSION STATEMENT: Inter-Faith Fellowship is “Community Wide” and ALL INCLUSIVE. We offer lunch and compelling programs to educate
and entertain while providing fellowship. We support charities fighting hunger and victims of domestic violence.
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Camerata Chicago Orchestra

2024/2025 Season + February 2025

VALENTINE'S

ROMANCE
SUSANNE HOU

TCHAIKOVSKY
Romeo and Juliet

ELGAR « KREISLER
GERSHWIN  DVORAK

dinner at

Special offer ’
Enjoy a romantic Suaeﬂts

SAXON MUSIC DIRECTOR

DROSTAN HALL

FEBRUARY 14 FEBRUARY 15 FEBRUARY 16

7:30 PMm FRIDAY 3 PM SATURDAY 3 PM SUNDAY

CHICAGO WHEATON HINSDALE

Studebaker Theater Armerding Concert Hall Union Church

Adult $50 | Senior $40 | Student $10 | Children $2 S

Use coupon code HINSDALE for a 25% discount Caﬁrgr@ta
Chicago
p—

FG’IOWP.? CamerataChicago.org P
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Pet pic of the week

This 1-year-old sweetheart
has a story straight out of a
movie. Abandoned in a box
while pregnant, she was
rescued just in time and
immediately brought to a
cozy foster home. There,
she raised her adorable
kittens like the rock star
mama she is. Now that
her little ones have found
their happily-ever-afters,
it’s her turn to be pam-
pered! Grizzly Rue is a total
cuddle queen who lives for
attention and will happily
soak up all the love you
have to give. She’s fantas-
tic with kids and would love
a dog-free home where
she can reign. For more
information, stop by the
Hinsdale Humane Society
Tuthill Family Pet Rescue
& Resource Center, visit
www.hinsdalehumanesoci-
ety.org or call (630) 323-
5630. (photo provided)

Continued from Page 24

cal issues for Illinois. Former
Illinois Gov. Pat Quinn will
open the program with a
keynote address, followed by
sessions covering immigrant
rights, the threat of cuts to
social safety nets, climate
change legislation, states’
rights. and more. The event
also will be held online. Time:
9am.to4p.m.RR

H Board Game Night at HPL
Feb. 11
Hinsdale Public Library
20 E. Maple St.
www.hinsdalelibrary.info
(630) 986-1976

Learn to play the
award-winning game
Cascadia with an instructor or
bring friends and play any of
the other games in the library’s
collection. The program is for
adults and youth ages 14 and
up. Time: 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. RR

SPECIAL EVENTS

M Spring Festival
Feb. 1
Hinsdale Central High

School
5500 S. Grant St.

Celebrate the Chinese New
Year with food, a tea ceremo-
ny, talent show, a photo booth
and more. Hours: 5 to 8 p.m.

TEENS & TWEENS

M High School Money Smarts
Lunch & Learn
Feb. 8
Hinsdale Public Library
20 E. Maple St.
www.hinsdalelibrary,info
(630) 986-1976

Financial advisors Nora
Hernandez and Clare
Nawrocki will discuss The
Timeline Approach to
Investing, including short-
and long-term investing, tax
implications and the benefits
of compounding interest with
high school students. A pizza
lunch is included. Time: 12:30
to 1:30 p.m. RR

Key
RR - registration required
MD - member discount

New Year, New Chapter?
Upsizing? Downsizing?

Buying? Selling?

I have the answers to your questions!

Any transaction starts with establishing a strong partnership.
Peggy has a genuine and trustworthy nature and, combined with her
market knowledge, she realizes that buying and selling real estate
can tread on emotional ground.

Her skills at the art of negotiation allows both sides
of the transaction ultimately pleased.

Respected. Responsive. Resourceful.
$300+ million closed volume

PEGGY SMEGO
VICE PRESIDENT, SALES

630-561-2379
peggy.smego@jamesonsir.com

Whether you’re moving to a new home or reevaluating space,
Peggy’s continuous gathering of market data and trends from other
professionals in the business makes for navigating the process with ease.
Jameson This time of year there is always a motivation to move before summer.

from house to home Call Peggy today and get started on your next move!

Sotheby’s

Local Expertise. Global Connections.

©2024 SOTHEBY'’S INTERNATIONAL REALTY AFFILIATES LLC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. SOTHEBY’S INTERNATIONAL
REALTY® AND THE SOTHEBY’S INTERNATIONAL REALTY LOGO ARE SERVICE MARKS LICENSED TO SOTHEBY’S
INTERNATIONAL REALTY AFFILIATES LLC AND USED WITH PERMISSION. SOTHEBY’S INTERNATIONAL REALTY
AFFILIATES LLC FULLY SUPPORTS THE PRINCIPLES OF THE FAIR HOUSING ACT AND THE EQUAL OPPORTUNITY
ACT. EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED
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VILLAGE POSTING BOARD

CLASSIFIED - SERVICE DIRECTORY + LEGAL NOTICES

So you think you’re a real Hinsdalean, eh? Tell us where you think this picture was taken and you can win a Fuller’s
Ultimate Car Wash gift card. Send your answer to: The Hinsdalean, Village Posting Board, 7 West First St., Hinsdale,

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING

IL 60521. Winners will be drawn from correct answers received weekly. Good luck!

Two Brothers

residential maintenance & service corparation

- CABINET PAINTING & REFINISHING

- PAINTING & DRYWALL REPAIR

- LIGHT REMODELING

- MeTIcuLOUS CRAFTSMANSHIP WITH ATTENTION TO DETAIL

630.452.9926

info@twobrothers.biz www.twobrothers.biz

Concrete

8 CONCRETE
& DEMOLITIONS PLUS

CONCRETE RESTORATION
OvVERLAY - EPoXY - REPAIR
RESTORE/REPLACE CONCRETE

Stoop - STEPS - DRIVES - GARAGE FLOORS & MoRE!
mynorconcrete.com - *Licensed / Insured / Bonded*

CaLL Mynor AT 630.631.3073

Concrete

-CUSTOM CONCRETE-

*WALKS *STOOPS *CUSTOM STONEWORK
*STAMPED AND COLORED CONCRETE
*PATIOS AND DRIVEWAYS

*RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL®

630-469-6898  630-417-4166 cen
ASK FOR GREG

Wt 52 YEARS Exp » FULLY INSURED * FREE ESTIMATES [

Electrical Service

The Hinsdalean

7 West First Street,
Hinsdale, IL

(630) 323-4422
Fax: (630) 323-4220

Hours & Deadlines

Monday - Friday
9a.m.-5p.m.

Classified deadline:
Tuesday 4 p.m. for
Thursday’s publication

Email:
tinaw@thehinsdalean.com

A & A Electric
Over 30 Years Experience

Low RATES * FREE ESTIMATES * FREE HOME EVALUATION
RESIDENTIAL ® COMMERCIAL * INDUSTRIAL * SMALL JOBS TOO!
* Home Rewiring * All Types Electrical Work
* Additional Plugs / Switches ¢ Ceiling Fans
- * Hang Ceiling Fixtures & Wall Fixtures

e Install Plugs for Battery Operated Vehicles
e Can Lighting & Outdoor Lighting * New AC & Garage Lines
e New 100 & 200 Amp Service ® New Circuit Breaker Boxes
* Senior Citizen Discount ¢ Licensed * Bonded ° Insured

708-409-0988

office ® 708-738-3848 cell
Firewood

FIREWOOD UNLIMITED

Fast DELIVERY / 2 YEARS SEASONED

Mixep Harbowoobs / CBH & Mixep

Oak / CHERRY oR HickoRry / BIrcH
STACKING AVAILABLE

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR ONLINE ORDERING VISIT:
suregreenlandscape.com

CALL 847-888-9999

Flooring

SANDING « INSTALLATION « REFINISHING
v HiA

=]
'88'8’%93 i

Butfand CoatNow.com
HARDWDODOD FLODOR REMEWA&L®

630.689.3800

HARDWOOD SPECIALISTS
Serving Hinsdale Since 2010

Serving Hinsdale for 79 Years

7" SERVICE & INSTALLATION

REST 708-652-9405
GARAGE DOORS FREE ESTIMATES

Custom DEsIGNED GARAGE DoORs

www.forestdoor.com

Home Improvement
HOME REPAIR AND REMODELING

=. o +| CARPENTRY - DRYWALL
. A l TRIM - TILE
il | PAINTING - ELECTRICAL
!.: PLUMBING

No Jos Too Bic Or Too SmaLL
42 Years ExPERIENCE

Craig Riendeau 678-315-2800

Home Improvement

DESIGN CONCEPTS ARSIV
ExPERT CONTRACTORS NAA&EREY: B LY L

» Custom WOODWORKING * BUILT-INS & TRIM
* INTERIOR DESIGN, REMODEL & RENOVATION

» Custom PAINTING, STAINING & WALL FINISHES
* WiNDOW TREATMENTS * SOLAR * SHUTTERS * BLINDS
» CounTERTOPS * FLoORs: Woob, TILE, STONE

www.CoolClassicDesign.com
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VILLAGE POSTING BOARD

CLASSIFIED - SERVICE DIRECTORY + LEGAL NOTICES

Home Remodeling
THINKING OF REMODELING?

25\, CROCKETT CONSTRUCTION

Crockett Construction - PRoVIDES DESIGN, IMIATERIALS & INSTALLATION,
_@m’:ﬂ:—"
On Time anp WiTHIN Bupeet!

* KitcHENS * BATHROOMS * ADDITIONS
* BASEMENTS * DECKS * PERGOLAS
OFFICE 708-301-8522

SHowroom 815-304-5012
Est. 1994

EEA+ rating Insured
crockettconstructioncorp.com

Home Remodeling

Painting & Decorating

FRESH COAT
PAINTERS

*INTERIOR °*EXTERIOR *REFERRALS °INSURED

Steve McGarrity
630-654-9057

Painting & Decorating

PaINTWORK ﬁ'

PAINTING & DECORATING, INC.
$275 Room SPECIAL
WALLS ON STANDARD SIZE ROOM - 3 ROOMS MINIMUM

Licensed ° Insured ¢ Free Estimates

708-699-2225

paintwork.nick@gmailcom
#1 Ratep CompaNY * 24 Years Experience &Sl

Painting & Decorating

DEMO WORKERS
I Full Service General Contractor
BatH & KiTcHEN REMODELING
E FuLL House REMODELS
DEesigN BuiLb CONTRACTOR
CoMmPLIMENTARY DEsIGN oN EVERY PrRoJECT!
FRee EsTIMATES

CALL Topay 312-714-5694

www.demoworkers.com

KASAL PAINTING

‘Painting & Decorating
¥, Interior Exterior ¥
‘Wallpapering
‘Wall Washing

FREE ESTIMATES
CALL STEVE 630-968-5593

STEVEN COLLINS
PAINTING & HOME REPAIRS

*Interior & Exterior Painting
‘Water Damage -Exterior Dry Rot
«Carpentry -Staining
*Moldings & Repairs

630-291-0224

In area since 1990 * Non-Smoking

Home Restoration

Painting & Decorating

GREG’S RESTORATION INC.
Masonry Restoration & Tuckpointing

CaLL 773-814-6430

* M ASONRY RESTORATION ® BRick WORK
* TUCKPOINTING ® GRINDING ® CAULKING
* SEALING ° LINTEL REPAIRS
* PARAPET REBUILD ® AND MORE...

Licensed * Bonded * Insured

gregs24h7@yahoo.com Visit Us On Facebook [Fi

DISCOUNT

EXTERIGH AND INTERIOR
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
COMPLETE HOME RENOVATION
CARPENTRY * DRYwALL REPAIR * WALLPAPER REMOVAL * PAINTING
WALLS/CEILINGS * PLASTER AND TAPING * CARPENTRY REPAIR
INsTALLATION: BASEBOARDS, CrowN MoLbinGs, DooRrs
LocaL HinspaLE ReFs * LICENSED/INSURED * FREe ESTIMATES

630-664-1965 * mycolonialpainting.com

/V"u y-\ WINTER

Happy Groundhog Day

Is this your license plate? Yes, I’'m a real Hinsdalean!

—H|l=|=Z=|m|C|>=|r|TO

Is this your license plate?
Does it belong to someone you know?

The owner of this car is a winner of an
Ultimate Car Wash
compliments of Fuller’s and The Hinsdalean.
Call 630-323-4422
to claim your prize.

= = z ———— -

YES, I’m a real Hinsdalean!

Today’s picture is at:

Name:
Address:

Send your answer to: The Hinsdalean
7 W. First St., Hinsdale, II. 60521
or email: tinaw @thehinsdalean.com
One winner will be chosen monthly from all correct
entries and receive a Fuller’s Ultimate Car Wash gift card.
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CLASSIFIED - SERVICE DIRECTORY + LEGAL NOTICES

Painting & Decorating

Snow Blower Repair

Window Washing

TITAN

PAWNTING

Custom Interior & Exterior Painting
Drywall Installation & Repair
Exterior Board Replacement

Light Carpentry ~ Deck Staining

Color Consults & Design Services

CALL 630-605-3370

i PAYNE
“#" Small Engine Inc.

SNow BLOWER REPAIR,
LAWN MowEeR & GARDEN TRACTORS

Pick-up AND DELIVERY
SERVICE AVAILABLE!

v CaALL
630-325-0357

e

"sqiAp

CALL OR TEXT FOR A FREE ESTIMATE.
OPERATING ALL 12 MONTHS OF THE YEAR!

o WinDow CLEANING Call or Text:

o GuUTTER CLEANING 81 5 281 31 49
° HOT Warter POWER WASHING Locally Owned/Hinsdale Central Alum
® CHANDELIER CLEANING B

squeegeesquad.com/locations/chicago-sw-suburbs-il

Painting & Decorating

VALDAS PAINTING
& DECORATING

% * Interior & Exterior

>+ Drywall Repairs

+ Wallpaper Removal

* Power Washing

* Inexpensive & Reliable

Call 630-544-8259
Plumbing

Woodworking

Snow Removal

Call E.W. |
SCHRAMM, Inc.

For ALL YOUR LLANDSCAPE
AND MAINTENANCE NEEDS

SPRING CLEAN-UP ® GUTTER CLEANING

* SNOW PLOWING -

FRrEE EstiMaTEs 630-655-2646

TERRY’S WOODWORK

RESTORATION

A} Finishing and Refinishing of
- Wood and Fiberglass Doors
Since 1977

Doors ¢ Staircases * Windows
Carriage House Garage Doors
¢ Hinsdale References °

CALL TERRY 630-379-7148
[

Hogan Plumbing Inc.

Service Division
630-393-7660

hoganplumbing.com
Serving the community since 1961

WINTER SAVINGS

tandmtreeserve @att.net
Serving DuPage County for 12 Years

T & M TREE SERVICE

* Tree Trimming ¢ Tree Removal
* Stump Grinding * Shrub Removal

CaLL Topp 630-303-4641
[

The Groundhog Gazette
WILL HE OR
WON'T HE?
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Autos Wanted

CLASSIFIED - SERVICE DIRECTORY + LEGAL NOTICES

1.2.2.2.2.0.2.8.2.8.2.2.0.0.0.9.0.0.0.0.0.8.9

=

ALL CLASSICS WANTED

Mercedes, Porsche, Jaguar, Corvette, Exotic, Vintage
All Foreign and Domestic. Restored and Unrestored.
Vintage Motorcycles. TOP $$

COLLECTOR JIM 630-201-8122
1 0.0.8.0.0.0.0.0.8.2.2.9.9.9.0.0.0.0.0.8.8.9

”

ENO
HOME * CARE

*PERSONAL CARE
BATHING & ALL PERSONAL
HYGIENE TASKS

*RESPITE CARE
SHORT-TERM RELIEF FOR
PRIMARY CAREGIVERS

*COMPANIONSHIP &
HOMEMAKING
CLEANING, COOKING,
DAY-TO-DAY ACTIVITIES

*ALZHEIMER’S &
DEMENTIA CARE
CONSTANT CARE AND ATTENTION

www.enocares.com * 630.882.5120
LocALLy OwNeD & LICENSED

= 24/T7T ASSISTANCE

= RESPITE CARE
= AFTER-SURGERY CARE

Professional & Reliable

« SHKILLED & VETTED CAREGIVERS
« DEMENTIA & ALZHEIMER'S CARE

630-303-9188

In-home Senior Caregivers

Scanto
Learn More

~+ILROCAREGIVERS

Fhurwrng tha et Calstratng bndeoasdens

Nicole's A+Tutoring o

5.0 % 7 % % % Exceptional AWARDS

CUSTOMIZED LESSONS

AT HOME OR IN LIBRARY 2024
SEE 20+ REVIEWS ONLINE

“Nicole is exceptional. She tutors math & science twice a week for my
boys, ages 10 and 14 and their grades have improved significantly and
thair homawaork s always finished."- Mary 5. Hinsdale, IL

Hired over300 .« READINGG WRITINE . ACT/SATPREP
i « BIOLDGY « BEOMETRY

« CHEMISTRY « PRE-ALBEBRA
locally!!! « PHYSICS « ALGEBRA
630-642-4522 .+ GEMETICS 6 ANATOMY . CALCULUS

Cemetery Lots

BRONSWOOD CEMETERY
1-5 Plots. Mature section, right
off main entrance across from
pond. $9,000 each. Email:
pdlucas@sbcglobal.net

Help Wanted

Join Our Team as a
Graphic Artist!

Are you a creative visionary
with a passion for design?
Do you have an eye for
detail and a knack for
turning concepts into
compelling visuals?

If so, we want YOU to be part
of our dynamic team!
Position: Graphic Artist
Location: Hinsdale
Type: Part time,

20-30 hours per week

About Us:

The Hinsdalean is an award

winning community newspa-

per known for delivering qual-
ity journalism and captivating

content. We are seeking a

talented graphic artist to help

our advertisers deliver their
message clearly, dynamically
and thoughtfully.

Responsibilities:

- Design visually engaging ads
for print and digital editions.
Design news pages following
our style when necessary.

- Prepare files for print
production and digital
publication.

- Stay updated with design
trends and tools to keep our
visuals fresh and innovative.

What We’re Looking For:

- Proficiency InDesign soft
ware (Adobe Creative Suite,
particularly InDesign, lllustra
tor, and Photoshop).

- Strong portfolio showcasing
print and digital design work.

- Ability to meet deadlines in a
fast-paced environment.

- Excellent communication
and teamwork skills.

- Experience in newspaper or
magazine design is a plus.

How to Apply:

Send your resume, cover
letter, and samples to
jslonoff@thehinsdalean.com
Make your mark on the
pages of The Hinsdalean.
Apply today!

Let your creativity
shine with us!

Help Wanted

HINSDALE MOBIL Is Hiring!
Up to $15 per hour
depending on shift.

401K Plans & Healthcare
Benefits Available.
Please contact Aslam
8 Chicago Ave., Hinsdale

Public Notices

CERTIFICATE NO. 79614
was filed in the office of the
County Clerk of DuPage
County on January 24, 2025
wherein the business firm of
DEVEREAUX
Located at 753 Station Blvd.,
Aurora, IL. 60504 was reg-
istered; that the true or real
name or names of the per-
son or persons owning the
business, with their respective
post office address(es), is/are
as follows: Demaris Moultrie,
753 Station Blvd., Aurora, IL.
60504.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, |
have hereunto set my hand
and Official Seal at my office in
Wheaton, lllinois, this 24th day
of January A.D. 2025.
Jean Kaczmarek
DuPage County Clerk

Published in The Hinsdalean
January 30,
February 6 & 13, 2025.

CERTIFICATE NO. 79602 was
filed in the office of the County
Clerk of DuPage County on
January 8, 2025 wherein the
business firm of

Dialogando juntos-

Talking together

Located at 2405 Brunswick
Cir., Unit B, Woodridge, IL.
60517 was registered; that the
true or real name or names of
the person or persons owning
the business, with their respec-
tive post office address(es),
is/are as follows: Sandra
Niesvizky, 2405 Brunswick
Cir., Unit B, Woodridge, IL.
60517.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, |
have hereunto set my hand
and Official Seal at my office in
Wheaton, lllinois, this 8th day
of January A.D. 2025.
Jean Kaczmarek
DuPage County Clerk

Published in The Hinsdalean
January 16, 23 & 30, 2025.

Real Estate Auction

90.02 Acres+/- Farmland - LaSalle County, lllinois

o Michae| Bemand, Broker at 015-336-6978
Emaal: mibernhasd@firstmid com

THE HUGHES FARM
Located 45 mies west of Ottawa,
off East 12th Rd 2t the <80 overpass.
Weighted soil P M08 of mainky

agan & Catiin 5085
¢ Includes quonsset, bam & 2 grain bins.
Please wail our website
firstmiclag.com for cdetails on
this fine farmfand
Cantin Law Frm=Atiormey for Sellers

=jFirstMid

AG SERVICES

Public Notices

CERTIFICATE NO. 79603 was
filed in the office of the County
Clerk of DuPage County on
January 9, 2025 wherein the
business firm of

FOURTH ESTATE AUDIO
Located at 407 Colfax Ave.,
Clarendon Hills, IL. 60514 was
registered; that the true or real
name or names of the per-
son or persons owning the
business, with their respective
post office address(es), is/are
as follows: Jay Congdon, 407
Colfax Ave., Clarendon Hills,
IL. 60514.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, |
have hereunto set my hand
and Official Seal at my office in
Wheaton, lllinois, this 9th day
of January A.D. 2025.
Jean Kaczmarek
DuPage County Clerk

Published in The Hinsdalean
January 16, 23 & 30, 2025.

CERTIFICATE NO. 79613
was filed in the office of the
County Clerk of DuPage
County on January 23, 2025
wherein the business firm of
BLOOM LUXURY
HAIR SUITE
Located at 3021 Butterfield
Rd., Ste. 208, Oak Brook, IL.
60523 was registered; that the
true or real name or names
of the person or persons
owning the business, with
their respective post office
address(es), is/are as follows:
Genevieve Franz, 951 Wood
Ave., Geneva, IL. 60134;
Kaitlyn Gray, 1390 Edmonds
Ave., New Lenox, IL. 60451.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, |
have hereunto set my hand
and Official Seal at my office in
Wheaton, lllinois, this 23rd day
of January A.D. 2025.
Jean Kaczmarek
DuPage County Clerk

Published in The Hinsdalean
January 30,
February 6 & 13, 2025.

CERTIFICATE NO. 79610
was filed in the office of the
County Clerk of DuPage
County on January 21, 2025
wherein the business firm of
Al Details
Located at 909 Ashford Lane,
Westmont, IL. 60559 was reg-
istered; that the true or real
name or names of the per-
son or persons owning the
business, with their respec-
tive post office address(es),
is/are as follows: Alice Han,
909 Ashford Lane, Westmont,
IL. 60559.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, |
have hereunto set my hand
and Official Seal at my office in
Wheaton, lllinois, this 21st day
of January A.D. 2025.
Jean Kaczmarek
DuPage County Clerk

Published in The Hinsdalean
January 30,
February 6 & 13, 2025.

Equal Housing
=

It is the intent and goal of this
newspaper to have each
advertiser who wishes to place
a covered advertisement in
the newspaper comply with
the Fair Housing laws. Any
advertisement which is per-
ceived to contain language
contrary to these laws will be
rejected or changed to remove
the offending reference. There
may be situations where it is
not clear whether particular
language is objectionable.
Such advertisements should
be referred to a supervisor for
consideration and determina-
tion. Under certain circum-
stances, advertisers may
claim that because of the
nature of the housing being
advertised, they are not sub-
ject to the Fair Housing laws.
Such claims are irrelevant for
purposes of considering
advertisements for publication
in this newspaper. Every
housing advertisement pub-
lished in this newspaper is
subject to the Fair Housing
laws.

Hometown
In town
Neighborhood
Scoops

D elivered free
All Hinsdale
Local

Each Thursday
At your door
News

READ
IT
AND
REAP!
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MIND GAMES

12
13
14
15
17
18
19
20
22
24
25

30
31

8ERY

37
40
1
42
47
49

51

ACROSS
DIME PORTRAIT
“PHOOEY!”

CHOwW
SINGER REED

AACHEN ARTICLE
RUSSO OF “THE INTERN”
TOP FLOOR COOLER
ROMAN POET

FARM FRACTION
CORRODES

MONK’S HOME

RAW MINERALS

PAINT LAYER
SKILLET WITH LOW SIDES

GEARWHEEL TOOTH
PREFIX WITH “LOGICAL”
BATHROOM,

TO A LONDONER
REFUSE HOLDER
LACKING SLACK

NEW MEXICO RESORT
DESERT FLORA
PASSE

ACHY

BREAKFAST CHAIN
VILLAGE PEOPLE CLASSIC
AIR-SHOW STUNT

SNEEZE SYLLABLE
LATIN 101 WORD

SINGER LOVETT
TOOLS WITH TEETH
LABEL

DOWN

1 GA. NEIGHBOR

2 SPECK

3 YELLOW TURNIP

4 BELITTLE

5 TEEMING

6 POLITICAL
STRATEGIST
NAVARRO

7 HAMILTON BILL

8 COMPLAIN

9 GUNS THE ENGINE

10 ONE

11 HOTEL FURNITURE

16 “COLD AS EVER”
RAPPER

19 SEIZED VEHICLE

20 BANK STATEMENT
NO.

21 RUDE DUDE

22 KILLER WHALES

23 CHECK

25 DESIGNER CHANEL

26 TABLE PROTECTOR

27 SUMMER MONTH
IN PARIS

28 TERSE DENIAL

30 ROE PROVIDER

33 TREELESS TRACT

34 POI BASE

36 SOME PACIFIC
SALMON

37 PICKLING HERB

38 “HI, SAILOR!”

39 IMPLEMENT

40 GARBAGE BARGE

42 ROAST VIPS

43 “CAUGHT YA!”

44 “l -- ROCK”

45 EGGY QUAFF

ANSWERS TO TODAY’S CROSSWORD CAN BE FOUND IN THE CLASSIFIEDS.
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DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: %+ %

& Moderate @€ Challenging
&4 HOO BOY!

e

SCRAMBLERS

sofution
1. Dream 2. Rustle:
3. Bizarre; 4, Nestle

Today’s Word
BASEMENT

HOBUICOPES e

CAPRICORN - Dec 22/Jan 20
The quiet side of life

‘: takes over for the week,
q Capricorn.  You might

§ feel the need to reflect

ARIES -

@ things

Aries.

fueled

on recent experiences or
recharge at home alone.

CRICORN Don’t hesitate to take a
step back.

tackle

AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb 18

Your social life is boom-
ing right now, Aquarius.
Networking events, group
activities or spontaneous
meet-ups are  ways &
to connect with some
like-minded individuals.

BN PISCES — Feb 19/Mar 20

A . "

Pisces, this week you are
all about setting goals §
and following through
5 with your plans. The @
$4 Nl universe is on your side |

PISCES right now, and you will

find it is quite easy to
succeed.

S\ uating

GEMINI

You're in the mood to get N

time to take charge and

Be careful not to rush
things.

il TAURUS - Apr 21/May 21
¥ Taurus, your focus shifts
to personal growth and [
intellectual
[\ this week. You might find
N yourself
travel plans or diving into
new hobbies.

W% GEMINI — May 22/Jun 21
OCRH Money and other re-
sources
stage this week, Gemini.
§ Whether you are reeval-

or getting your finances
in order, you may need to
make a few tweaks.

Mar 21/Apr 20 CANCER Jun 22/Jul 22

| Cancer, you may find Q
¥ A you re a bit more intro- “Q ©
; spective than usual. Your
>

emotions are - running

% LIBRA - Sept 23/0ct 23
Think big this week, Libra.
Try to see how your efforts
can have an effect in the fu-
% ture and not just right now.
® There is an opportunity to
expand your horizons.

done this week, &'
Your ambition is Fe=
and it is the perfect |-
deep, and it is a key time Ji
for some self-reflection.
Be mindful of insights
coming your way.

overdue projects.

CANCER LIBRA

LEO - Jul 23/Aug 23
Leo, it is a week of tran- #®
sitions for you. Something '
in your life may seem like
it will come to an end
N soon, but this closing of &
one chapter is necessary
for personal growth.

b4 SCORPIO — Oct 24/Nov 22

™ Scorpio, your financial
| world is looking quite fa-
vorable this week. You
might have an opportunity
to solidify your position on
a project or embark on a
completely new path.

exploration

investigating g~

SCORPIO

VIRGO — Aug 24/Sept 22

Work and your career
take center stage right
now, Virgo. Since you're =
in a productive phase,

SAGITTARIUS — Nov 23/Dec 21
The focus is on you this
week, Sagittarius. If you
= have been feeling stuck
you wil make great or unsure, now is a great
headway on projects that time to put new intentions

can reaily boost your re- SAGITTARIUS into action. People will be
sume. drawn to your energy.

take center

your investments
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SPORTS

Continued from Page 34

Latorre also appreciates
the buzz the team has gen-
erated.

“When you play well and
you've got some exciting
players, it definitely brings
some excitement,” he said.

Thick said having a
Division I-caliber player in

Teamwork, tenacity fuels Devils’ run

Bugzelis, who also happens
to be the younger brother of
Chicago Bull rookie Matas
Buzelis, contributes to their

swagger.
“He gives you a leg up on
any team we play,” he said of
Buzelis.
Kozys hearkened back to
sophomore season and the
team’s 27-3 record.

“I felt like once we were
seniors we were going to be
way stronger,” he said.

The upperclassmen also
understand their responsibil-
ity to carry on the culture.

“With the juniors, some-
times they slack in some
drills. So as seniors we make
sure everyone steps it up.

“This is no time to slow

down,” Kozys added, with
eight games remaining in
the regular schedule and a
grudge match at Glenbard
West tomorrow night.

Relaxing means regressing,
Thick suggested.

“It’s always high energy
every single second in this
gym,” he said. “We know that
every other team in our sec-

tional and the state is work-
ing as hard as us.”

For many in the senior
class, their competitive bas-
ketball journey will likely end
when the season does. So the
time to give it all is now.

“There definitely more of
a sense of urgency and a lot
of focus on making every day
count,” Dell said.

Hinsdale Central seniors Dillon Orozco (left) and Dillon Dell
each take the ball to the basket with authority against
the Proviso West defense. The Devils’ stellar play has led
to packed stands at home and increased attention from
within the community and beyond.
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STUDENT ATHLETE PROFILE

RESULTS

Erica Driscoll
Westmont

How did you get involved
in gymnastics?

I started in one of the tod-
dler classes at my local gym
when I was about 3.

What do you love most
about the sport?

It always feels like there’s
something new. It never gets
repetitive.

Which event is your
favorite?

My favorite to practice
is probably floor and my
favorite to compete in is
probably floor or bars. I like
that (floor) is a lot of power
tumbling.

How have you improved
since your freshman year?

Definitely with confi-
dence. I think a lot of my
floor routines, I was a lot
more timid, especially the
vault, too. With my team, as
I've gotten to know people
over the years, I've gotten a
lot more happy in the sport.

What is your goal for the
season?

I'm hoping to go to
sectionals as a team.
That would be amazing.
Personally, I'm hoping to
qualify for all-around, to
compete at all four events at
sectionals.

What example do you try
to set for underclassmen?

Definitely cheering people
on. Especially coming from

club, where it’s more indi-
vidual-based, high school
gymnastics is more team
focused. Getting out of that
individual mentality and
supporting your teammates
is a big thing. Also being
consistent, showing up on
time, doing your assign-
ments and not cutting cor-
ners with conditioning.

What are your plans for
nextyear?

I'm hoping to study ani-
mal science at University
of Wyoming or U of I or
University of Georgia. I'd
like to look into club gym-
nastics if the school has a
club team.

Would you advise other
girls to join the team?

It is a really great pro-
gram. Even though a lot of
club gymnasts come in with
a mindset that high school
is where you lose your skills,
I feel like it’s a really great
opportunity a lot of girls
don’t consider fully.

Why does coach Kim
Estoque like having
Driscoll on the team?

Erica has been our top
all-arounder for the last
couple of years. She is a
hard worker and works to
get better in the off-season
as well as in season. She
leads by example and is a
great team player in an indi-
vidual sport.

— profile by Pamela
Lannom, photo by Jim
Slonoff

Basketball, boys
Jan. 25 @ Hillcrest

V wins 65-54

Jan. 24 vs. Proviso
West

V wins 75-65

Buzelis, 35 points, 13
rebounds, assist, 3
steals, 2 blocks
Orozco, 21 points, 9
rebounds, assist, steal
Howell, 10 points, 4
rebounds, 3 assists,
block

Dell, 5 points, 3
rebounds, 7 assists, 2
blocks

Kozys, 2 points, 3
rebounds, assist, steal
Froiland, 2 points

Basketball, girls
Jan. 28 vs. Downers
South

V wins 34-24
Skinner, 14 points, 4
rebounds, 2 assists,
block

Dolan, 10 points, 2
rebounds, assist, 4
steals

Darwish, 5 points, 7
rebounds, assist, steal
Coffey, 3 points
Sherpitis, 2 points,

rebound, 2 steals
Giannini, 6 rebounds,
2 assists, 2 steals
Gin, 2 rebounds, steal
Jan. 25 @ LT

V loses 41-64

Jan. 23 vs. Downers
North

V wins 32-30

Bowling, girls

Jan. 28 vs. Addison
Trail

V loses 2,273-2,855
Oranu, 418

Young, 415

Allen, 397

Choe, 369

Khan, 354

Kawa, 320

Jan. 23 vs. York

V loses 2,245-2,793

Gymnastics, girls
Jan. 22 vs. LT

V loses 133.65-137.05
Vault

Driscoll, 2nd, 8.65
Hannah, 3rd, 8.45
Dillenburg. 6th, 8.2
Nawracaj, 9th, 8.05
Uneven bars
Driscoll, 2nd, 8.35
Hannabh, 4th, 8.15
Danhaussen-Brun,

7th, 7.8

Kaminskaite, 9th, 7.4
Balance beam
Hannah, 3rd, 9
Inabnit, 5th, 8.65
Driscoll, 7th, 8.45
Danhaussen-Brun,
8th, 7.85

Floor exercise
Driscoll, 3rd, 8.9
Inabnit, 4th, 8.85
Hannabh, 5th, 8.7
Kaminskaite, 6th (tie),
8.2

All-around

Driscoll, 3rd, 34.35
Hannah, 4th, 34.3

Hockey

Jan. 23 vs. Warriors
V loses 0-5

Jan. 22 vs. LT

V loses 1-6

Swimming, boys
Jan. 25 @ St. Charles
Invite

V places 1st with 418
points

Diving

Zloza, 2nd, 468.10
Kassir, 4th, 394.25
200-yard medley relay
L. Vatev, M. Vatev,
Guo, Bey, 1st. 1:32.11

200-yard freestyle

L. Vatev, 1st, 1:42.38
Chase, 4th, 1:48.3
200-yard IM

M. Vatev, 1st, 1:54.26
N. Pelinkovic, 3rd,
1:59.12

50-yard freestyle
Adamo, 4th, 22
Suliga, 7th, 22.24
100-yard butterfly
Guo, 1st. 49.38
Benington, 5th, 53.83
100-yard freestyle
Abbott, 4th, 49.73
Shiell, 5th, 49.77
500-yard freestyle
Bey, 2nd, 4:43.13
Feiro, 3rd, 4:51.66
200-yard freestyle
relay

L. Vatev, Suliga, M.
Vatev, N. Pelinkovic,
1st, 1:25.95

100-yard backstroke
Guo, 1st. 51.05
Adamo, 4th, 53.68
100-yard breaststroke
M. Vatev, 1st, 56.81
Bey, 2nd, 57.56
400-yard freestyle
relay

L. Vatev, Adamo, N.
Pelinkovic, Guo, 1st,
3:10.73

Jan. 23 @ Downers
North
V wins 130-18

Wrestling, boys
Jan. 24 @ Proviso
West

V wins 55-5

126 pounds
Hubbard, tech. fall,
19-3

144 pounds
Barrios, maj. dec.,
11-0

150 pounds
Lynch, fall, 1:39
215 pounds
Zajicek, maj. dec., 9-1

Wrestling, girls
Jan. 24 @ WSC
Championship

V places 13th with 27
points

125 pounds
Neskovic, 2nd, 20
points

190 pounds

Black, 4th, 7 points
Jan. 22 @ Hinsdale
South Quad

V wins 6-0

Instant replay

Hinsdale Central’s Anthony Barbara advances the puck past a defender while his
teammates Mason Baskel and Jacob Turnball set up an offensive assault during
a home game Jan. 23 against the Willowbrook Warriors at the Willowbrook Ice
Arena. (Jim Slonoff photos)
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Teamwork, tenacity fuel Devils’ run

Boys hoops hasn’t looked back since early losses, staking claim among state’s best

By Ken Knutson
kknutson@thehinsdalean.com

The chatter was relent-
less, voices reverberating
up to the rafters of the ban-
ner-festooned Hinsdale
Central gym.

Shouts of praise mixed
with sharp scolds for a
missed assignment. A cry
of release after a strong fin-
ish at the basket.

The boys basketball
team was in high-octane
practice mode, fresh off
another winning week-
end that boosted the Red
Devils’ record to 21-2 and
their weekly state ranking
closer to the summit.

This season’s perfor-
mance has been impres-
sive, no doubt, but senior
Tyler Thick said it’s really
a product of experience
gained last year and a
commitment to excellence
in the offseason.

“We worked so hard in
the summer, and really to
see the fruit of our labor
this season — with the
21-2 record, competing for
a conference title, winning
our Christmas tourney —
it’s been awesome,” Thick
said.

Backing up to the start
of the 2024-25 campaign,
the team endured back-
to-back heartbreaking
losses early — by two to
Glenbard West in a defen-
sive slog and by three to
Guilford in a shoot-out —
that could have altered the
team’s trajectory. But the
setbacks instead seemed
to impel team members
forward on a mission to
take their play to another
level.

Head coach Nick Latorre
said a spirit of brotherhood
pushes his charges to com-
pete for another.

“It's been a really fun
group to work with,”
Latorre said. “They’re very
unselfish.”

That trait comes up
repeatedly from program
members.

“We didn’t care (about
personal stats). We just
wanted to win, and that
was when I knew we had a
chance to be pretty good,”
Thick said.

The Hinsdale Central
Holiday Classic that Thick
alluded to presented the
Devils with another pair
of tight contests. They first
took down top-ranked

.

Niles North in an overtime
thriller, then dispatched
highly regarded Brother
Rice by one in the champi-
onship.

Latorre said that tri-
umph really opened the
group’s collective vision to
how good they could be.

“I think it helped bring
confidence that we could
play with the best teams in
the state,” he said.

In practice, there’s an
intensity indicative of a
team that’s not satisfied.
The victory over Brother
Rice on Dec. 30 marked
the ninth in a row.

That streak is now 18.

“We try to make practic-
es harder than games and
try to challenge them every
day, so when they're in
high-pressure game situa-
tions it’s not a shock to the
system,” Latorre said. “We
practice well to play well.”

Most of the seniors have
played together since they
were Hinsdale Middle
School Spartans. Vince
Bugzelis and Eric Kozys
arrived freshman year.

“It’s just the chemistry
we've built over the course
of the last two years that
has helped lift our ability

£ >\ |J

Head boys varsity basketball coach Nick Latorre, in his 15th year at the helm, gives instructions to his players
during a break in play Friday night. The team went on to notch its 18th straight victory and improve its record
to 21-2 on the season. Latorre said he works his group hard in practice so they’re ready to rise to any chal-
lenge they may face against an opponent.

Hinsdale Central senior basketball player Vince Buzelis
stands with his older brother and Chicago Bulls
player Matas Buzelis during the team’s senior night
festivities before Friday game’s against Proviso West.
(Jim Slonoff photos)

on the court,” Thick said.

Senior Dillon Dell said
he and his mates know the
standard expected — and
hold each other to it.

“We had a lot of guys
returning this year, so we
knew we had a chance
as long as we just did our
jobs,” he said.

One of the sweeter
rewards of success for Dell
is drawing more people
onto the basketball band-
wagon.

“You see new people
at games every week, dif-
ferent kids and parents
that maybe you didn’t see

before,” he related. “It’s
definitely cool to see every-
one coming out to games
more.”

Please turn to Page 32
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Registration for 2025 /Sl

NOW OPEN!

Register and Pay Online @ www.hinsdalell.org

Join Hinsdale’s Special Baseball Tradition — Details are as follows:
® Fee $250.00 Per Player 6yo, $275 7 yo/8yo/9yo/Minors/Majors
e Registration is for Hinsdale school children born before Sept. 2020 up to age 12
® Registration will close on 2/21, if your son/daughter is not registered before 2/21
they will NOT be able to play

HLL Website - Please follow accordingly:
® Register at www.hinsdalell.org
® Click register from your phone or computer
® Login or follow prompts to create a new account
® Follow steps to register your child

Mandatory Workout Day tryouts - 2/2/25:

e Where: Hinsdale Central High School Field House

¢ When: Sunday, February 2, 2025
® 6yo - 8:00 a.m
® 7yo - 8:45 a.m.
e 8yo - 9:30 a.m.
® 9yo and any older kids new to HLL - 10:15 a.m.

e If you are unable to make your assigned time, please come when you are able.

Coach Volunteers:
e As you register your child, there will be a section where you can volunteer to coach
® You will be subject to a background check
® Please note we cannot guarantee everyone will be able to coach as there may not
be enough spaces - we will contact coaches shortly after registration closes

Tentative 2025 Season Schedule

® Registration started 1/2/25 e Practices start last week of March
® Mandatory Workout Day 2/2/25 (weather permitting)

® Registration closes 2/21/25 e Opening Day to be early April

e HLL draft day 3/8/25 e Watch your emails for more info!

The Hinsdalean ¢ January 30, 2025  Page 35



https://www.hinsdalell.org/
https://www.hinsdalell.org/

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE

(@properties | CHRISTIE'S
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YA bryanbombagrowp

BRYAN BOMBA | Broker
630.286.9242 | bryan@bryanbomba.com

LEARN MORE ABOUT HOW
I CAN SELL YOUR HOME:

WHYHIREUS.COM
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