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Gianna Sabatino didn’t miss a beat — or a lyric for that matter — to Taylor Swift’s “Shake it Off” at the school’s “Dancing on The Lane” 
annual student fundraiser and block party Oct. 4. The music was blasting, the food trucks were serving and the kids and some parents 
were dancing at the event held in the school’s back yard. For more pictures, please visit our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/
thehinsdalean. (Jim Slonoff photo)

https://www.facebook.com/thehinsdalean
https://www.facebook.com/thehinsdalean
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news
Work on new D181 office to start Oct. 28

By Pamela Lannom
plannom@thehinsdalean.com

Community Consolidated 
Elementary District 181 adminis-
trators expect to be working out of 
their new $4.7 million headquar-
ters at 133 E. Ogden Ave. next sum-
mer. 

The school board Monday 
approved a $3.75 million bid from 
Construction Inc. of Lombard.

“We had 19 different contrac-
tors pick up packets, which is great 
interest in our project,” said Mindy 
Bradford, assistant superintendent 
of business and operations. 

Thirteen of those companies 
submitted bids, ranging from 
Construction Inc.’s low bid to a 
high of almost $5.4 million. 

Work includes complete dem-

olition and reconstruction of the 
lower level, first floor and second 
floor, tuckpointing, asphalt shingle 
roofing, new exterior windows, alu-
minum doors and frames, flooring, 
acoustical ceilings, painting and 
more. The district had estimated 
the work to cost $3.9 million. 

The board rejected the four 
alternate bids for staining the exte-
rior masonry instead of painting, 
replacing the roof, adding security 
glazing to windows and roughing 
in an area for a generator that might 
be installed at a later date. Officials 
determined the roof has another 
10 years of life, and the other bids 
came in too high, Bradford said.

Two bids on the project are 
outstanding — one for site work 
(repaving, lighting, fencing, land-
scaping, etc.) and one for modern-

izing the elevator. Both should be 
before the board in December.

Other costs of the project, such 
as architect fees and furniture, fix-
tures and equipment, will bring 
the total project cost to almost $4.7 
million, she said.

Work is expected to begin Oct. 
28 and be substantially completed 
by June 2, with a move-in date by 
mid-June. The district now rents 
12,000 square feet at 115 W. 55th 
St. in Clarendon Hills for $17,000 
a month. 

Board member Mike Martin said 
administrators should make sure 
the attorney is reviewing the con-
tract carefully to ensure the space 
will be ready before the current 
lease ends June 30.

Bradford said supply chain 
issues and other delays that have 

affected construction in previous 
years seem to be resolved.

“We’ve had really good luck with 
our full-day kindergarten bids,” 
she said. “We really haven’t expe-
rienced any of those supply chain 
issues.”

The district could lease the cur-
rent space month-to-month in a 
worst-case scenario, she added. 

The district bought the Ogden 
Avenue building for $3.1 million a 
year ago after spending seven years 
searching for a new district office. 
Officials looked at 21 possible sites 
to lease and 18 to purchase.

The building is within district 
boundaries, has adequate parking, 
needs relatively little remodeling 
and had the lowest purchase price 
of other properties officials inves-
tigated.

Fall fest family fun
Burlington Park came alive with the sounds, smells and sights 
of the season Oct. 12. Clare Butler and her children, Robert 
and Elizabeth, pose for a photo at the pumpkin cut out. 
Gianna Manzella was more interested in her friend Lincoln 
Nicklaus’ firefighter helmet. The Vlahos family took their turn 
at The Hinsdalean’s photo booth and brought our favorite 
newspaper for the picture. (Jim Slonoff photos)

mailto:plannom@thehinsdalean.com
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From the archives — Two Hinsdale boys proudly display their catch of the day along 
the banks of Salt Creek, with fishing poles in hand and two large fish. This photo-
graph was taken by Dr. John Hench around 1905. This image comes from many 
of the glass slide negatives the Hinsdale Historical Society has in its collections. 

Delivery
The Hinsdalean is available by 
mail to those living outside of 
Hinsdale for $99 for six months 
or $179 for one year. Email 
version is $49 per year. To 
subscribe or if you have ques-
tions about delivery, call Tina 
Wisniowicz.
Corrections
The Hinsdalean staff strives 
to provide an error-free news-
paper each week. If a mistake 
is published, however, we are 
happy to correct it. Call or 
email Pamela Lannom to report 
errors requiring correction or 
clarification.
Letters to the editor
Our letters policy is published 
on Page 11.

Obituaries
Obituaries are published free 
each week in The Hinsdalean. 
Information may be mailed,  
faxed or emailed to news@
thehinsdalean.com. Obituaries 
may be edited for style and 
space.
Photo reprint policy
Photographs that appear in 
The Hinsdalean may be pur-
chased on our Web site at the-
hinsdalean.com. Occasionally 
additional photographs that 
have not been published in the 
paper may be published on the 
site; these also will be available 
for puchase.
Advertising policy
We reserve the right to edit 
and/or refuse all advertising 
submitted to The Hinsdalean.

Happy Birthday!
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What do your property taxes pay for?
District 181 takes the largest share to support development of the youngest residents

By Ken Knutson
kknutson@thehinsdalean.com

Just a cursory survey of a Hinsdale 
tax bill reveals where the largest chunk 
of those proceeds go: Community 
Consolidated Elementary District 181.

Mindy Bradford, assistant superin-
tendent of business and operations, 
said that’s because they are by far 
the district’s single largest source of 
funding.

“If I look at our overall revenue 
stream, about 95 percent comes from 
local revenue sources. Of that, 90 per-
cent is from property taxes,” Bradford 
said. “It’s vitally important.”

The district is projected to take in 
$77.7 million in property tax reve-
nue this budget year. Bradford said 
the single largest deployment of those 
monies are for paying salaries and 
benefits for the district’s employees.

“Seventy-nine percent of our oper-
ating expenditures are spent on sala-
ries and benefits,” she reported, not-
ing that includes both teaching and 
support staff.

Crafting fiscally responsible con-
tracts with the district’s two employee 
unions, Bradford asserted, helps keep 
that figure from growing too large.

“In the last round of teachers unions 
negotiations, one of the agreements 

reached was for the out years of that 
contract to be tied to the (consumer 
price index),” she related, noting the 
CPI is used to calculate the annual 
property tax levy. “That’s such a sig-
nificant provision to have those two 
linked together for us from a planning 
perspective.”

In addition, the district pays rough-
ly $3 million annually for transpor-
tation, a number that has increased 
post-Covid as bus companies raised 
their costs.

“That’s about 4 percent of our bud-
get,” she said, adding that the district 
does get some state reimbursement.

Capital projects comprise another 
$2.4 million each year.

“We want to make sure that we 
are keeping up those property invest-
ments over time,” Bradford remarked.

The district also tries to schedule 
bids on summer projects and other 
work early to get favorable pricing 
before contractors’ schedules have 
filled up.

“And are there project we can man-
age in house (without hiring an archi-
tect)? No stone goes unturned looking 
for ways to either find some addition-
al revenue or minimize cost where 
possible,” she said.

Debt associated with two current 
major undertakings — implementing 

full-day kindergarten across the dis-
trict and building out a district admin-
istration center — is able to be ser-
viced with operating dollars and not 
a tax-raising referendum, she said. 
Having that financial wherewithal is 
a credit to the stewardship of the dis-
trict’s board and finance committee.

“They are extremely fiscally respon-
sible,” she said. “This school board 
has a long-term fund balance strate-
gy that guides our decisions. It real-
ly permeates throughout the entire 
organization.”

Technology replacement costs a lit-
tle more that $1 million a year, and 
curriculum procurement is typically 
just under $1 million. 

“We want to invest and make sure 
that everyone’s got the best curric-
ulum that’s fully vetted and tested,” 
she said. 

Close tabs are kept on internal 
spending. 

“We’re having meetings with all 
our department heads and principals 
looking at where they are with their 
budgets through the first quarter,” 
Bradford said, pointing out that such 
concerted oversight is not typical 
based on experience at other school 
districts.

Staff also is keen to identify poten-
tial alternative revenue sources for 

qualifying items.
“We’re always looking for other 

opportunities for funding, like 
grants,” she said, citing a recent main-
tenance project grant that will cover 
half of a $100,000 outlay. “Every little 
bit helps.”

Bradford touted the national 
awards the district regularly receives 
for budgeting and financial reporting 
excellence.

“We continue to get better and bet-
ter every year,” she said.

Bradford unpacked the district’s 
fund balance policy, which confines 
the operating fund balance to 30 per-
cent to 50 percent of annual expendi-
tures. That has resulted in taxpayers 
getting back $2 million a year in the 
form of tax abatement when that 50 
percent threshold is crossed. 

“It’s the only district I’ve been in 
that has that kind of abatement poli-
cy,” she said. “The board really has a 
relentless focus on being good stew-
ards of taxpayer money. This district 
has a real commitment to that pro-
cess.”

NEWS

■ TAXING TAXES
This is another story in a series

examining the taxing districts on 
Hinsdale property tax bills.
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       District 181
Tax rate: $2.55
Tax bill %: 48
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Total annual budget: 
$39.5 million

No. employees: 556

Debt: $5.2 million

Governed by: seven 
elected board members

(all unpaid)

Chief executive: 
Superintendent Hector 
Garcia (earns $273,763)

mailto:kknutson@thehinsdalean.com
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MEETING ROUNDUP

Hinsdale High School District 86 Board
6 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 24
Hinsdale South High School
7401 Clarendon Hills Road, Darien
www.hinsdale86.org/board-of-education/board-meetings
On the agenda: RFQ for board attorney, five-year financial 

forecast, 2025-26 program of studies, tax levy estimate resolu-
tion

Community Consolidated Elementary District 181

Among other business Monday, board members:

• selected BWP & Associates to conduct the search for a new 
superintendent after Hector Garcia retires at the end of the 2025-
26 school year. The board heard presentations from three firms 
two weeks ago and selected BWP in large part because of its 
familiarity with the district. A contract, including the cost of the 
search, has yet to be finalized.

• reviewed the preliminary tax levy memo, which estimates 
the December levy, or annual request for property tax revenue, 
will be $79.6 million, up $3.2 million from last year. Board mem-
bers will adopt a tentative levy resolution in November and then 
hold a public hearing on and adopt the final levy in December.

• voted unanimously to approve $2.4 million in capital proj-
ects to be completed in the summer of 2025. Work will include 
a new playground at Oak School, floor replacement at Elm 
and Walker schools, door hardware and window upgrades at 
Madison School and 12 other projects. 

Board member Margie Kleber praised facilities director Mike 
Duggan for his work on the master facilities plan.

“I’m really pleased at how well it’s been implemented and 
rolled out,” she said. “It helps to keep our facilities in good shape 
and keep our finances even, so I appreciate all of your efforts.”

• listened as Hinsdale resident Joe Craig discussed his con-
cerns about Hinsdale Middle School students riding e-bikes 
through the downtown. He asked district officials to prohibit the 
use and parking of e-bikes on school property as a complement 
to the village’s new ordinance, which prohibits bikes and scoot-
ers with a power output of greater than 750 watts in the village 
and does not allow e-bikes on the sidewalk in the central busi-
ness district, among other things. 

Craig said he’s seen a couple of bikes that were over 750 watts.
“Thirty miles per hour on the sidewalk is not a safe situation,” 

he said.

PU
MP

KIN SMASH

NOV. 9TH, 2024

8AM TO NOON

THE COMMUNITY HOUSE
415 W EIGHTH STREET
HINSDALE, IL 60521

Bring your pumpkins to our collection
event and help keep them out of

landfills, reducing methane
emissions. Your pumpkins will

become nutrient-rich compost for
local gardens and trees.

The Community House  I  415 W. Eighth St. Hinsdale, IL.  I  630-323-7500  I  thecommunityhouse.org 

October 26 at 7:30 pm  
Wentz Concert Hall 
171 E. Chicago Avenue, Naperville

$30 (senior and youth discounts) 
www.westsubsymphony.org

Well worth a drive to Naperville!

Embrace the fantasy at this mystery-filled
concert, with Stookey’s wickedly funny
whodunit, The Composer is Dead, and a 
musical journey through Hector Berlioz’s 
dreams with his Symphonie Fantastique

ILLUSIONS

The West Suburban Symphony 
acknowledges support from the 
ILLINOIS ARTS COUNCIL AGENCY

NEXT WEEK

Hart announces run 
for village president

Greg Hart, a former DuPage 
County Board member and 
longtime Hinsdale resident, 
will seek election for village 
president in the April 1 elec-
tion.

“After much consideration 
and encouragement from the 
community, I am formally 
announcing my candidacy 
for president of the village of 
Hinsdale,” he stated in a press 
releaese. “My primary mis-
sion as your village president 
will be to improve public safe-
ty, champion our local busi-
nesses and expand shopping 
and dining options in the cen-
tral business district, improve 
our infrastructure (including 

bringing ComEd to the nego-
tiating table to finally bury 
our power lines) and expand 
intergovernmental coopera-
tion with our federal, state and 
county representatives and 
surrounding municipalities.”

Hart said he wants to bring 
a fresh perspective to village 
government that looks to the 
future while maintaining the 
village’s character.

“I look forward to earning 
your support and working 
with all residents to move 
Hinsdale forward,” he said.

Candidates have until 
Monday, Nov. 18, to file their 
petitions to be on the April 1 
ballot.

https://www.hinsdale86.org/board-of-education/board-meetings
https://www.westsubsymphony.org/
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DONATE A BENCH!
Park benches make great gifts for both your beneficiary and
your favorite park! Best of all, your donation is tax deductible
and supports parks community-wide! People may donate new

or existing benches. A donor recognition plaque will be
installed on the bench. 

 
For more information on the process of donation, contact

Michael Hayes at mhayes@villageofhinsdale.org 

DONATE A BENCH!
Park benches make great gifts for both your beneficiary and
your favorite park! Best of all, your donation is tax deductible
and supports parks community-wide! People may donate new

or existing benches. A donor recognition plaque will be
installed on the bench. 

 
For more information on the process of donation, contact

Michael Hayes at mhayes@villageofhinsdale.org 

NEWS

Two Illinois House races are contested

Complete election coverage is posted online at thehinsdalean.com

Illinois House 45th District Illinois House 82nd District
Who is Dennis 

Reboletti?
The Republican is a 

practicing attorney at his 
own firm. He is the Addison 
Township supervisor, a 
former state representative, 
former township trustee 
and former Elmhurst alder-
man. He also is president 

of the Addison Township 501(C)(3). He has 
a bachelor’s in political science from Eastern 
Illinois University and a JD from Valparaiso 
University.

Why is he running?
To provide the hope of prosperity and 

promise of opportunity for his children and 
grandchildren that he did growing up. His 
experience as an attorney, small business 
owner and elected official will allow him to hit 
the ground running and immediately change 
lives of constituents for the better. He promises 
to be an independent and mainstream voice 
and offer real representation, not another rub-
ber stamp.

Most important issue
The high cost of living and the economy

Steps to address it
Make the state live within its means with 

zero-based budgeting. Stop wasteful spending 
and prioritize investments in education, public 
safety and infrastructure. Cut red tape for job 
creators so businesses thrive and stay in the 
state. Oppose the progressive income tax.

Other top priorities
• have government work for residents
• make college more affordable
• restore the Local Government Distributive 

Fund
• eliminate unfunded mandates

Who is Suzanne Akhras?
The Democrat is the 

founder and co-executive 
director of the nonprofit 
Syrian Community Network. 
She is board chair for the 
Illinois Community for 
Displaced Immigrants 
and serves on the Council 
of Leaders of DuPage 

Federation on Human Services Reform. She 
has established a food pantry and neighbor-
hood watch program in her community. She 
has a master’s degree in organizational leader-
ship from Lewis University and completed the 
nonprofit management and executive educa-
tion program at Northwestern’s Kellogg School 
of Management.

Why is she running?
As a district resident for almost 20 years, she 

wants to give back and focus on her experience 
of bringing people together to develop solu-
tions to make the world a better place. Her next 
step is to move from advocacy to policy, using 
her experience and abilities to build coalitions, 
access funding, manage budgets and find solu-
tions to complicated issues.

Most important issue
The Illinois transit fiscal cliff and Tier 2 pen-

sions

Steps to address it
Fair governance and transparency on part 

of state and federal government will be needed 
to find a solution to the transit fiscal cliff, which 
is a complex financial issue. A better solution 
needs to be found to Tier 2 pensions, which 
require more years of work and have fewer 
benefits than Tier 1.

Other top priorities
• improving the state’s economic status
• ensuring women’s access to reproductive 

health care 
• securing and expanding mental health 

resources
• advocating for community safety initiatives
• reducing gun violence

Who is Nicole La Ha?
The Republican has been 

serving as a state repre-
sentative since December 
2023. She is a former 
Homer Glen village trustee 
and former press secretary 
for then-Senate Minority 
Leader Dan McConchie. 
As Mrs. America in 2022, 

she worked closely with Victoria’s Voice 
Foundation to raise drug addiction awareness, 
prevention and education nationwide and 
advocate for inclusive and accessible commu-
nities. In 2021 she co-founded the village of 
Homer Glen’s Ability Awareness Committee. 
She attended Eastern Illinois University, The 
School of the Art Institute of Chicago and UIC 
College of Dentistry/Kennedy King College.

Why is she running?
As the mom of a daughter with cerebral 

palsy who wants to change public policy to 
ensure every child can thrive, she believes a 
mom’s voice is important in Springfield. She 
understands the power of honest leadership, 
relentless advocacy and bipartisan coopera-
tion. 

Most important issue
Rising prices that are cutting into families’ 

incomes, driving opportunities out of the state 
and making the American dream harder to 
realize

Steps to address it
Eliminate the grocery tax, remove regula-

tions that hinder business growth and expand 
economic opportunities to increase supply of 
services and goods and bring down costs. She 
also supports lower property taxes so families 
can afford to stay in their home or buy a first 
home.

Other top priorities
• lowering taxes to encourage work and 

investment
• eliminating government overreach and 

unnecessary mandates
• fighting human trafficking
• improving public safety
• creating jobs

Who is Marti Deuter?
A Democrat, Deuter has 

served on the Elmhurst City 
Council for 11 years and 
has been in a council lead-
ership position since 2015. 
She is associate director 
of program partnerships 
at Bridge Communities, 
a nonprofit that supports 

families experiencing homelessness. She pre-
viously worked for the city of Chicago on hous-
ing policy for eight years. She has a masters’ 
degree in social service administration from 
the University of Chicago and a bachelor’s in 
social work from Ohio University.

Why is she running?
As a policymaker with extensive local gov-

ernment experience and a passion for public 
service, she wants to use her diverse skill set 
to serve the people of the district. She plans 
to gather input from as many stakeholders 
as possible and bring people together to help 
create meaningful change and improve con-
stituents’ lives. 

Most important issue
Addressing the high cost of living — for 

taxes, health care, child care, housing, higher 
education

Steps to address it
State needs to expand economic opportuni-

ties and grow its economy to ease the burden 
on residents. Illinois has opportunities for 
growth in many fields and access to well-fund-
ed public schools and training programs will 
help individuals. 

Other top priorities
• access to reproductive health care and pro-

tecting women’s right to choose
• gun violence prevention, including recent 

legislation to ban military-style assault rifles, 
magazines and rapid-fire modifications and 
new laws for safe gun storage

mailto:mhayes@villageofhinsdale.org
mailto:mhayes@villageofhinsdale.org
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POLICE BEAT
Hinsdale police distributed the following reports Oct. 23.

Motorist arrested on warrant

James W. Buchholz, 71, 1689 Elm St., Des Plaines, was arrest-
ed on a warrant out of Calhoun County at 10:10 a.m. Oct. 17 at 
55th and Grant streets after his vehicle became disabled. He 
posted bond and was released to appear in court.

Park bathroom vandalized

Graffiti was discovered Oct. 21 spray painted on the bath-
room wall at Robbins Park, 303 W. Seventh St.

Identity theft incidents

• A credit card account was opened and fraudulent charges 
made between Aug. 1 and Sept. 23, 2023, using the identity of 
a resident of the 800 block of South Bodin Street. The incident 
was reported Oct. 18.

• Someone filed a fraudulent tax return between May 1 and 
Oct. 18 using the identity of a resident of the 200 block of East 
Fourth Street.

Credit cards stolen

Credit cards were stolen from the 500 block of North Grant 
Street and used to make fraudulent purchases on Oct. 16.

Email fraud reported

A resident of the 400 block of North County Line Road 
received a fraudulent email from an unknown suspect on Oct. 
7. The incident was reported Oct. 17.

Arrests do not constitute conviction of a crime, and individuals 
listed here should be presumed innocent until proven guilty. If 
charges are dismissed or reduced or the accused is found not 
guilty, he or she can contact The Hinsdalean at news@thehins-
dalean.com to provide us with documentation. Information will 
be updated online and in the next issue of the paper.

an G e dum
Senior VP of Mortgage Lending

O: (773) 435-0654    C: (312) 543-9692
Rate.com/dan    dan@rate.com
14 W. Hinsdale Ave, 2nd Floor, Hinsdale, IL 60521

Applicant subject to credit and underwriting approval. Not all applicants will be approved for financing. Receipt of application does not represent an approval for financing or interest rate
guarantee. Restrictions may apply, contact Guaranteed Rate for current rates and for more information.

NMLS ID: 686529; IL - 031.0031282 • NMLS ID #2611 (Nationwide Mortgage Licensing System www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org) • IL - Residential Mortgage Licensee 
- IDFPR, 122 South Michigan Avenue, Suite 1900, Chicago, Illinois, 60603, 312-793-3000, 3940 N. Ravenswood Ave., Chicago, IL 60613 #MB.0005932

Spring is a great time to buy. 
Contact me today for financing options. 

Get o� the fence! 

11:45am - 1:15 pm
November 11th, 2024

Join us for a thank you tribute to our
Veteran’s! Celebrate those who served, share
stories of loved ones, enjoy a buffet lunch by
Altamura in Hinsdale, desserts, coffee, tea
and a special performance by the Jolly Boys &
Cantate!

VETERANS DAYVETERANS DAYVETERANS DAYVETERANS DAYVETERANS DAYVETERANS DAYVETERANS DAYVETERANS DAYVETERANS DAYVETERANS DAYVETERANS DAYVETERANS DAYVETERANS DAY

SALUTE TO THOSE WHO SERVE
WITH THE JOLLY BOYS & CANTATE

Please let us know if you have any allergies
or dietary restrictions when you register.

Altamura Buffet LunchAltamura Buffet Lunch

Event Highlights

Relax and be entertained by a Veterans Day
tribute performance put on by both the Jolly
Boys and Canate acapella groups!

Jolly Boys & Canate PerformanceJolly Boys & Canate Performance

The Community House  I  415 W. Eighth St. Hinsdale, IL.  I  630-323-7500  I  thecommunityhouse.org 

Fees for Vets & Members: $10Fees for Vets & Members: $10
Non-Members: $12Non-Members: $12

Hinsdale police cracking 
down on impaired driving

Hinsdale police are urg-
ing motorists to commit to 
sober driving, buckling up 
and following traffic laws this 
Halloween, as children and 
families walk through neigh-
borhoods after dark for candy 
and spooky fun. Remember: 
“Drive Sober or Get Pulled 
Over” and “Click It or Ticket.”

“Alcohol and cannabis 
impair your ability to drive 
safely,” Deputy Chief Thomas 
Lillie said. “That’s why it’s 
crucial to plan how you’ll get 
home before you head out – 
whether you’ll be drinking or 
using any other substance. 
And don’t forget to wear your 
seat belt every trip, every time. 
Planning ahead, driving sober 
and buckling up can help 
keep you and others safe.”

Police encourage everyone 
to follow these simple tips:

• Plan a safe way to get 
home before attending any 

party. Designate a sober driv-
er, take public transportation, 
use a ride-sharing service, or 
call a sober friend or family 
member for a ride.

• Walking while impaired 
can be just as dangerous as 
driving. Have a sober friend 
walk you home if needed.

• Always wear your seat 
belt — it’s your best defense 
against impaired drivers and 
accidents.

• If you see an impaired 
driver on the road, contact 
local law enforcement as soon 
as it’s safe to do so.

• If you see someone who is 
impaired and about to drive, 
take their keys and help them 
find a safe way home.

This campaign is fund-
ed by federal highway safe-
ty dollars administered by 
the Illinois Department of 
Transportation.

mailto:news@thehins-dalean.com
mailto:news@thehins-dalean.com
mailto:dan@rate.com
https://www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org/
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Summer break can be a time 
to relax, to travel or even to 
catch up on things that didn’t 
get done the semester before. 
Or, it can be a time to immerse 
yourself in something com-
pletely new. In summer 2024, 
Hinsdale Central High School 
senior Kaan Turkyilmaz chose 
the latter. 

Inspired by his mother’s 
stories of the research she 
performed during her medical 
residency, Turkyilmaz set out 
to find a laboratory in which to 
spend his summer. 

“I basically cold emailed 
them,” Turkyilmaz said of the 
doctors to whom he reached 
out in pursuit of a summer 
research internship. His efforts 
paid off when he was invit-
ed to join Dr. Chris Weber 
for a three-month research 
internship at the University of 
Chicago. 

Much of Turkyilmaz’s time 
was spent working with a 
huge microscope housed four 
levels below ground. The size 
of a classroom, the gigantic 
machine provides researchers 
with extremely close views of 
cell cultures, allowing them 
to spot specific proteins and 
to diagnose specific diseases, 
including certain types of can-
cer, Turkyilmaz said. 

“It reminded me of 

Hawkins’ lab in ‘Stranger 
Things,’ ” he said. “It was 
intriguing to be surrounded 
by such cutting-edge technol-
ogy.”

Turkyilmaz said his job 
entailed using AI to analyze 
and compare lab results from 
different patients. 

“For doctors and research-
ers it’s really valuable as a 
tool,” said Turkyilmaz, who 
witnessed firsthand how the 
technology can be used to 
track commonalities between 
cases. Turkyilmaz said his 
Hinsdale Central education, 
and particularly his study of 
cell membranes in AP Biology, 
was vital to his. 

Turkyilmaz worked from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. each weekday, 
but his days began long before 
arriving at the laboratory. His 
commute was a multi-legged 
journey of 1.5 hours or more. 
Turkyilmaz said that among 
the knowledge he gained 
during his internship was that 
he does not want a job that 
requires a lengthy commute. 

“It made me realize that I 
want to live in an urban envi-
ronment,” he said. 

What he will do while living 
in that environment remains 
to be decided.

“I’m not sure yet if I want to 
be a doctor,” said Turkyilmaz, 

who along with biology and 
medicine has a keen interest 
in psychology and philosophy. 
He hasn’t ruled out bioethics 
as a future focus.

And while it’s unlikely to 
become a career, Turkyilmaz 
recently took up nature pho-
tography as a new hobby.  It’s 
just the latest in a long list of 
activities that includes playing 
classical piano and volunteer-
ing at the Hinsdale Historical 

Society, where he worked on 
last summer’s “Hinsdale in 
Lights” exhibit at Immanuel 
Hall. 

Like many high school 
seniors, much of Turkyilmaz’s 
current focus is on college 
applications. Along with get-
ting into a top school, his goals 
for senior year include a return 
to the state speech competi-
tion, where he hopes to again 
compete in impromptu and 

extemporaneous speaking. 
While making it to state last 
year was a huge accomplish-
ment, Turkyilmaz said he’s 
gained more from the activity 
than trophies and titles. 

“It gave me the confidence 
to reach out to people,” he 
said, including the doctor with 
whom he secured last sum-
mer’s internship.

— story by Sandy Illian 
Bosch, photo by Jim Slonoff 

Our Handyman Services Include:
Grill Cleaning • Gutter Cleaning • Lawn Mower Repair/Tuning
 Window Screen Repair • Power Washing • Garage Cleaning

Plumbing • Electrical • Landscaping & More!

Our Handyman Services Include:Our Handyman Services Include:Our Handyman Services Include:Our Handyman Services Include:

Call Today to Schedule! (630) 323-7750
35 E. First Street, Hinsdale  |  fullershh@gmail.com

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8am-5pm • Sat. 8am-4pm • Sun. Closed

■ “It reminded me of Hawkins’ lab in ‘Stranger Things,’ it was intriguing to 
be surrounded by such cutting-edge technology.”

 — Kaan Turkyilmaz

Internship with 
U of C doc keeps 

Central teen busy 

KAAN TURKYILMAZ 
EDITOR IN CHIEF, DEVIL’S ADVOCATE STUDENT NEWSPAPER • SPEAKS TURKISH 
AND SPANISH • LIFELONG HINSDALEAN • SON OF TURKISH IMMIGRANTS • HCHS 
SPEECH TEAM MEMBER • ENJOYS TAKING PHOTOS IN FULLERSBURG WOODS

mailto:fullershh@gmail.com
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opinion

A little more than 90 days ago, Mike Lach 
officially took the helm as superintendent of 
Hinsdale High School District 86.

His arrival was a long time coming. After for-
mer Superintendent Tammy Prentiss was put on 
paid administrative leave in 2023, the district was 
left without a full-time leader. Other members 
of the administrative team did their best until 
interim superintendents could be found. None 
of these situations was ideal.

When Lach was first hired and in his early 
appearances as superintendent, he said the right 
things. More importantly — based on what we’ve 
seen over the past three months — he’s following 
through.

One of the most noticeable changes is that the 
superintendent’s report at the board meetings 
is an actual report. At the end of her active duty, 
Prentiss hardly spoke at board meetings. The 
interim superintendents discussed only the most 

mundane topics. Lach — in addition to sharing 
good news — also talks about actual issues. 

At the last two meetings, he’s addressed, 
among other topics, instruction, repairs to the 
Hinsdale Central pool, social media threats and 
his desire for all district stakeholders to work as 
a team.

“People are working hard to do the right 
thing,” he said at the meeting. “They’re good at 
what they do. We’re going to keep getting better.”

He most likely will offer a similarly substan-
tial report at tonight’s meeting. We believe the 
leadership and voice of the superintendent are 
an important part of board meetings, and we’re 
pleased to see Lach does, too.

Is everything perfect in District 86? Of course 
not. Staunch critics regularly attend meetings 
to decry board governance, curriculum deci-
sions, legal fees, course offerings, Freedom of 
Information Act practices and more. We’re not 

suggesting that these topics are not important or 
that the board doesn’t make mistakes.

But sometimes, listening to public comment, 
you can get the impression that this is a district 
plagued with problems, instead of a high-per-
forming district whose achievements are con-
stantly being recognized in multiple ways.

While 90 days is the standard point at which 
most new employees are evaluated, it seems 
like an insufficient time to really determine the 
potential — and the shortcomings — of a new 
hire. Even with Lach’s experience as an assistant 
superintendent, his handling of the complicated 
role he now inhabits might require a full year to 
evaluate as Lach himself discerns opportunities 
for growth. That means it might be the 2025-26 
school year before we really see what he’s capa-
ble of. 

We’re looking forward to watching him — and 
the district — get better and better. 

editorial

Superintendent’s first 90 days: So far, so good

commentary

When did we forget how to agree to disagree?
“The social scientists have con-

cluded that the country is more 
polarized than at any time since 
the Civil War.”

Sounds like a pretty good 
description of the world today, 
right? But it’s actually a quote 
from the first episode of “The 
Newsroom,” which aired in 2012.

I hear lots of folks talk about how 
much worse things have gotten 
recently, and they possibly have, 
but this episode reminded me this 
is not a new phenomenon. And 
it makes me wonder what to do 
about it. 

Braver Angels might have the 
answer. I first heard of the non-
profit on Ten Percent Happier 
(now Happier) — my favor-
ite source of information and 
insights — and I was immediately 
impressed with the group’s mis-
sion.

Braver Angels is made up of a 
group of volunteers who work to 
bring Red and Blue citizens togeth-
er to find “a hopeful alternative to 
toxic politics,” the group’s website 
reads.

“As we separate into groups that 
increasingly do not even know, or 
interact with, people of differing 
opinions, we lose trust in our insti-

tutions, eroding the abil-
ity to govern ourselves 
and lowering the caliber 
of citizenship,” it goes on 
to state. “This growing 
trend coarsens public 
debate, produces policy 
gridlock, shrinks our 
capacity for goodwill and 
harms our family and 
personal relationships. 
Effective self-govern-
ment depends precisely 
on what this type of 
polarization destroys.”

The group operates according 
to a list of principles that includes 
stating views freely and fully, 
treating those who disagree with 
honesty and respect, avoiding 
exaggeration and stereotypes and 
believing that disagreements can 
lead to sharing and learning on 
both sides.

Most of us can point to reasons 
things have become so divisive in 
this country — at least those of us 
who aren’t stuck in a “The other 
side are idiots!” mindset. Perhaps 
the primary factor is social media, 
where people can say whatever 
they want to say without having 
to look another person in the eye. 
I used to think people would say 

things on social media 
that they wouldn’t say 
face-to-face. How things 
have changed.

Social media algo-
rithms also allow us to 
keep believing what we 
believe by feeding us 
information we like and 
with which we agree. 
Because of this confirma-
tion bias, our opinions 
are rarely challenged, 
which means we don’t 

have to think about why we hold 
them. 

I’ve hoped that one day this 
country would have a leader or a 
group of leaders who would set 
the example for us, reinstating the 
practice of productive disagree-
ment and the value of compro-
mise. I’ve been waiting for that for 
quite some time and in all honesty 
have lost hope.

I think Braver Angels has it right. 
Citizens need to set the example 
for respectful discourse and coop-
eration, and then demand that 
same type of behavior from those 
we elect to office. But we don’t 
need to get involved with Braver 
Angels (visit www.braverangels.
org if you want to) in order to start 

this process. As individuals we can 
follow the group’s principles, tak-
ing advantage of opportunities to 
talk to those with different political 
views.

Instead of trying to convince 
them why they are wrong, we can 
try to learn why they think what 
they think. If we’re lucky, maybe 
they’ll be interested in learning 
more about why we support our 
own positions as well. 

Some would like to just wait it 
out, hoping that after Nov. 5, the 
rhetoric will calm down. I doubt 
that will happen. And I firmly 
believe that if we’re not careful, 
this divisiveness will become even 
more pronounced in local elec-
tions for village and school boards 
in the spring.

And the danger, unfortunate-
ly, isn’t limited to politics. If we 
can’t learn how to hold different 
opinions and still be civil with one 
another, soon we won’t be able to 
talk about literature or music or art 
or any other topic.

How does that look? Watch the 
film “Idiocracy” to find out.

— Pamela Lannom is editor
of The Hinsdalean. Readers

can email her at
plannom@thehinsdalean.com. 

Pamela Lannom

n Perhaps the primary factor is social media, where people can say
whatever they want to say without having to look another person in the eye.

https://www.braverangels.org/
https://www.braverangels.org/
mailto:plannom@thehinsdalean.com
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guest commentary

Embrace the college
applications journey

As fall arrives, high 
school seniors face the 
daunting task of college 
applications. Terms 
like “early action” and 
“early decision” can feel 
overwhelming, making 
this process seem like a 
pivotal life moment.

But take a deep breath 
— you’re not alone. 
Just a few years ago, 
I was in your shoes, 
juggling ACT/SAT prep, personal 
statements and schoolwork. It’s 
exhausting, but trust me, it’s worth 
it.

Here are a few things to remem-
ber.

• Every journey is unique
Everyone’s college admissions 

journey is different. Some are 
focused on a “dream school” — 
with the perfect campus, exciting 
programs or an ideal location. But 
remember, your journey won’t 
look like anyone else’s, and that’s 
OK.

• Get organized early
Managing the college applica-

tion process is all about staying 
organized. Gather all essential 
documents — transcripts, recom-
mendations, essays and test scores 
— into clearly labeled folders. Use 
a calendar or spreadsheet to track 
deadlines and requirements for 
each school. Version your docu-
ments as you revise, and keep a 
catalog of your high school activ-
ities to help fill out applications. 
By staying organized, you’ll avoid 
last-minute stress and present a 
polished application.

• Make campus visits (if you 
can)

If possible, visit the campuses 
you’re interested in. Seeing a cam-
pus in person and talking to cur-
rent students can greatly impact 
your decision. For those of us who 
didn’t have that luxury during 
the COVID years, campus visits 
can make all the difference when 
available.

• Focus on the essay
Your essay is a big 

piece of the puzzle, so 
take your time. Read 
the prompts carefully, 
choose one you can 
engage with fully and 
don’t rush. Get feedback 
from multiple people — 
fresh perspectives are 

invaluable, especially 
after you’ve been 
staring at it for weeks.

• Early action vs. early deci-
sion

Understanding early action and 
early decision is crucial. Early 
action is non-binding, meaning 
you can apply to multiple schools. 
Early decision is binding — if 
accepted, you must attend. Apply 
early decision only if you’re 100 
percent sure.

• Be selective
Don’t feel pressured to apply to 

20 schools. Make a finite list of the 
schools you’re truly interested in, 
and focus on presenting the best 
version of yourself. Quality over 
quantity.

• Take a deep breath.
The college application process 

can feel overwhelming, but it’s 
just the first step in a much larger 
journey. Embrace the process, 
trust that you’ll end up where 
you’re meant to be, and don’t for-
get to enjoy your final months of 
high school.

After I committed to Indiana 
University, I’ve been thriving in 
ways I couldn’t have imagined. 
I’ve joined multiple organizations, 
made amazing friends and con-
nected with so many new people. 
I’m happier than ever with my 
decision, and I promise you have 
so much to look forward to — this 
is just the beginning of an exciting 
chapter in your life. 

— Bhavana Dronamraju of 
Hinsdale, a junior at Indiana 

University, is a contributing col-
umnist. Readers can email her at 

news@thehinsdalean.com. 

Requirements
• 250 words or fewer
• include writer’s name, 

address and daytime phone 
number

• documentation must be 
provided for numbers, statistics 
and other facts mentioned in 
the letter

• no form letters

Submission
• e-mail to news@thehins-

dalean.com
• fax to (630) 323-4220
• mail to The Hinsdalean, 

Letters to the editor, 7 W. First 
St., Hinsdale Il 60521

Questions?
Call (630) 323-4422

 Bhavana Dronamraju

letters policy

Support Leacock for county board on Nov. 5
I write to voice my support for 

fellow Hinsdalean Baron Leacock. 
Baron is running for DuPage 
County Board, District 3, in the 
Tuesday, Nov. 5, election. 

Baron lives in Hinsdale with his 
wife and three seriously adorable 
kids. You may have seen them out 
for walks around town.  

Baron grew up in Darien and, 
after leaving to attend Harvard 
University for undergrad and 
Columbia University for law school, 
returned to DuPage County to 

raise his family and give back to the 
community. 

Baron is committed to ensuring 
we have safe communities and 
schools, holding the line on taxes 
and protecting the vulnerable.  

He will watch out for DuPage 
County, for his family and for all of 
ours, and I urge you to vote for him. 

Expanded early voting started 
Oct. 21, and you can cast your 
vote at Hinsdale Village Hall or 
any other early voting location in 
DuPage. — Beth Burtt, Hinsdale

letters to the editor

opinion

mailto:news@thehinsdalean.com
mailto:news@thehins-dalean.com
mailto:news@thehins-dalean.com
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WE OPEN EARLY!
Mon - Thurs 5:30 AM to 7 PM; Friday 5:30 AM to 12 PM; Saturday 7 AM to 12 PM

LOCATED IN GATEWAY SQUARE

777 N. YORK ROAD (Just south of Ogden off of York Rd.)

CALL TODAY! 630.432.2742
www.SparkHinsdale.com

A Semi-Private Personal Training 
Fitness Studio  

• Nutrition Coaching 
• Young Athlete Conditioning

FALL INTO FITNESS!

How do you plan 
the Community 
Speaker Series?

Several years ago Hinsdale’s 
Megan Mikhail attended a local pre-
sentation by Jessica Lahey, author 
of the bestselling book “The Gift of 
Failure.” It was part of the annual 
Community Speaker Series, and 
Mikhail left illuminated.

“It taught me as a parent that it’s 
very good for my children to have 
what she called ‘soft fails’ so that 
they can learn and grow and (I 
will) not be scared of them failing,” 
Mikhail recalled.

Mikhail and fellow Hinsdale mom 
Kelly Lawrence now coordinate the 
three-part series as co-chairs of the 
planning committee to bring in lead-
ing experts to help neighbors trying 
to decipher the parenting puzzle.

The 2024-25 edition will kick off 
with Dr. Aliza Pressman discussing 
the 5 Principles of Parenting at both 
7 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 29, and 9:30 
a.m. Wednesday, Oct. 30, at The 
Community House (see Page 24 for 
details).

Lawrence said many in town are 
familiar with Pressman through her 

books and media platforms.
“A lot of community members, 

they know (her) podcast,” she said.  
The speaker series is the fruit of 

collaboration, jointly sponsored 
by Hinsdale High School District 
86 and Community Consolidated 
Elementary District 181, with 
additional support from the D181 
Foundation. The committee, com-
prised of about 15 members, begins 
identifying candidate speakers in the 
spring, Mikhail explained, and solic-
its ideas from school leaders.

“We meet with both school dis-
tricts to get a pulse on the issues that 
are relevant,” Lawrence said. “They 
give us ideas of issues relevant to 
their students and schools.”

Once a list of candidates is com-
piled, the committee views video 
clips to, in consultation with the 
school districts, narrow down and 
prioritize whom they’d like to invite. 
A process of pricing and scheduling 
ensues to ultimately lock in speakers 
for fall, winter and spring programs. 
Dr. Michele Borba will talk about 
Empathy & the Unselfie Revolution 
in February, while Harlan Cohen in 
April will present The Naked Truth 
about Turning Every Rejection into 
Your Ultimate Success.

Mikhail said the committee 

endeavored to build on the energy 
generated by Jeff Selingo’s well-re-
ceived presentation on college 
admissions last spring.

“We are really hopeful that all 
three of the choices for this season 
will just continue to grow the inter-
est and attendance,” Mikhail said.

Good friends, Lawrence and 
Mikhail said partnering in the effort 
has been rewarding. 

“We enjoy doing it together,” 
Lawrence said.

“We keep each other organized,” 
Mikhail added. “We kind of divide 
the responsibilities sometimes, and 
at other times work together.”

Lawrence said there’s a spirit of 
fellowship that organically happens 
at the talks.

“It’s really a great opportunity to 
meet in person,” she said.

That’s the idea, Mikhail said.
“One of our goals this year is 

to foster this sense of community 
among the parents, providing a 
place to meet and discuss similar 
parenting challenges,” she related.

“We are so fortunate to be funded 
by the school districts so that we are 
able to provide this resource to the 
community and get these big names 
here,” Lawrence said.

— by Ken Knutson

Hinsdale residents Megan Mikhail and Kelly 
Lawrence are co-chairs of the Community 
Speaker Series committee, which arrang-
es for leading experts on parenting and 
student issues — like Dr. Aliza Pressman 
next week — to share their wisdom with 
local families throughout the school year. 
(Jim Slonoff photo)

https://www.sparkhinsdale.com/
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good news
ILMEA HONORS
STUDENT MUSICIANS

Several students from 
Clarendon Hills and Hinsdale 
middle schools were recog-
nized by the Illinois Music 
Education Association and 
will be part of the association’s 
ensembles this year. 
CHMS

Concert Band
James Koziel, bassoon
Evan Woods, trumpet
Jazz Band
Smith Barnum, trumpet
Sachin Bhattacharyya, alto 

sax
Ayden Chaudhry, trombone
Radha Kaushal-Goel, guitar
James Koziel, piano
Tyler Shuster, trombone
Josh Tenjiku, piano
Evan Woods, trumpet
Chorus
Joshua Castro, baritone
Isabella Chiedragchaa, alto
Veronica Gartner, soprano
Grace Hanna, alto
Carina Shah alto
Mila Yaremych, soprano
Orchestra
Naomi Feng, cello
Audrey Ho, violin

Alex Liao, violin
Nayan Rao, viola
Henry Xu, violin
Sophie Xu, cello

HMS
Concert Band
Tommy Fenton, bassoon
Samuel Han, trumpet
Sara Held, trombone
Zachary Kozlowski, trom-

bone
Albert Li, clarinet
Thora Stipanuk, horn
Danny Wang, clarinet
Orchestra
William Chai, violin
Annabelle Lan, violin
Hunter Olguin, violin
Alice Yan, violin
Amy Yan, violin
Two students from CHMS 

— Koziel and Woods — made 
both the concert band and the 
jazz band for the first time in 
school history. HMS had the 
most students from their band 
program ever selected for this 
festival.

Band, choir and orchestra 
students will rehearse and per-
form a concert at the ILMEA 
Junior Festival Saturday, Nov. 
23, at Unity Junior High School 
in Cicero.

Jazz Band students will 
perform at the ILMEA Jazz 
Festival Saturday, Nov. 16, at 
Hinsdale Central High School.

“We are so proud to have so 
many hard-working musicians 
represent CCSD 181 at the 
state level,” said Eric Morong, 
CHMS band teacher. 

HOUSE HONORS 
LITTLE LEAGUERs

State Rep. Nicole La Ha 
(R-82, Lemont) has filed 
House Resolution 0909, cel-
ebrating the achievements of 
the Hinsdale Little League 12U 
baseball team.

The resolution acknowledg-
es the team’s extraordinary 
season and congratulates the 
young athletes, coaches and 
their families for their commit-
ment to excellence.

“This group of talented 
young athletes has brought 
pride to Hinsdale and inspired 
their peers,” La Ha said. 
“They’ve shown what is pos-
sible through determination 
and teamwork. Their achieve-
ments this season are a true 
testament to the strength of 

character and commitment 
these players have shown both 
on and off the field.”

The Hinsdale Little League 
team became Illinois District 
11 Champions (ages 10-12) 
July 24. The team earned its 
first trip to the 2024 Little 
League World Series with a 
victory in the five-team Great 
Lakes Tournament Aug. 7,.

Though the team did not 
reach the championship, play-
ers, coaches and the Hinsdale 
community have much to be 
proud of after this season and 
their first World Series trip.

FOOTBALL PROGRAM
COLLECTS BIKES

The Hinsdale Central High 
School Football Program char-
ity bike drive Oct. 12 collected 
63 bikes to donate to Building 
Brighter Futures, a nonprofit 
in Chicago that serves under-
privileged youths.

Drive volunteers plan to 
help present the bikes to kids 
in December as holiday gifts. 
Photos appear online at www.
facebook.com/thehinsdalean.

STUDENTS EARN
degree, HONORS

• Haley Arnold of Hinsdale 
earned a bachelor’s degree in 
nursing Aug. 17 from Mercy 
College of Health Sciences. 

• William Bush of Hinsdale 
was named to the spring 2024 
dean’s list and earned gold 
star recognition at The Citadel. 

• Adam Small of Hinsdale 
was named to the summer 
2024 president’s list at South-
ern New Hampshire Univer-
sity.

CONCERT INCLUDES
LOCAL STUDENT

Hinsdale Mack Ashbaugh 
will be among more than 600 
student musicians and vocal-
ists to perform in the annual 
“Christmas at Belmont Live 
from Nashville.” 

This annual concert will be 
livestreamed for the first time. 
Beginning Wednesday, Dec. 
11, this popular holiday spec-
tacular will stream to a global 
audience on Prime Video and 
the Amazon Music channel on 
Twitch.

https://www.facebook.com/thehinsdalean
https://www.facebook.com/thehinsdalean
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60 South Grant Street  |  Hinsdale, IL 60521  |  630.323-0275
www.sullivanfuneralhomehinsdale.com

Four Generations of 
Our Family Caring for 
Families Like Yours.

Since 1924.
Terrence M. Sullivan and Brian D. Sullivan

www.powellfuneraldirectors.com

Brian Powell, Sr.
Brian Powell, Jr.

Powell
Funeral
Directors
Caring for Hinsdale 
since 1979

Facilities available at:
7000 S. Madison St.

630.703.9131

u PERSONAL CARE                              
 Bathing & all personal
 hygiene tasks  

u RESPITE CARE                              
 Short-term relief  for primary 

caregivers

u COMPANIONSHIP & 
 HOMEMAKING   
 Cleaning, cooking, day-to-day 

activities

u ALZHEIMER’S & 
 DEMENTIA CARE
   Constant care & attention

www.enocares.com
630.882.5120

Locally Owned & Licensed

Erik T. Carlson
Erik T. Carlson, formerly of Hinsdale, 

passed away Oct. 19, 2024. 
Erik, 48, was born in 1976 and gradu-

ated from Hinsdale Central High School 
in 1994.

He was a multi-talented but shy man 
whose professional roles included 
Comcast producer/editor, DJ at Chicago 
clubs and Google product lead. His pro-
duction team held a screening of their 
short comedy at Chicago’s Music Box 
Theater. 

He was a fan of all genres of film and video, 
especially artistic films and animation. His love 
of all things creative included an extensive collec-
tion of current and vintage videos, graphic novels 

and comic books.
Erik was a big man with an even bigger 

heart that loved animals. He volunteered 
at an animal shelter, walked dogs, adopt-
ed two strays, Link and Bear, and co-fos-
tered rescued kittens with his sister, Lisa. 
His sudden passing leaves a big hole in all 
in his family members’ hearts, which will 
take a long time to heal.

Erik is survived by his mother, Marta 
Carlson of Hinsdale; his sister, Lisa 

Carlson; and his father, Ken Carlson.
A celebration of Erik’s life will be held from 

noon to 4 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 27, at Drake and Son 
Funeral Home, 5303 N. Western Ave., Chicago.

Gerry Fink
Gerry Fink, 78, a longtime Hinsdale resi-

dent, died Oct. 15, 2024, in Fredericksburg, 
Va., where he had moved following retire-
ment to be closer to his family on the East 
Coast.

He was born in Chicago and was a grad-
uate of Morton West High School and 
The University of Illinois in Champagne-
Urbana, where he met his best friend and 
future wife of 54 years, Kathy, nee Cox.

Gerry and Kathy resided for 39 years in 
Hinsdale, where he served as village treasurer and 
president of the Hinsdale Library Board. He was 
a CPA based in Chicago, spending 33 years with 
Arthur Andersen and five years with Deloitte.

All of his family and friends will remember his 

prowess at trivia, his famous Christmas 
eggnog, his love of sports, his dry wit and 
Midwestern sarcasm but most of all his 
giving, kind-hearted soul.

He is survived by his wife, Kathy; his 
children, Jonathan and Danielle; his 
granddaughter, Kendra; and his brother, 
Kenneth.

A celebration of Gerry’s life will be held 
at a future date. Interment will be private at 
Woodlawn Cemetery in Forest Park.

Memorials may be made online to Chicago 
White Sox Charities at www.mlb.com/whitesox/
charities.

Adolf & Powell Funeral Homes in Willowbrook 
handled the arrangements.

Philomena Falzone Messina
Philomena Falzone Messina, 94, died 

peacefully Oct. 21, 2024.
Philomena was born in Chicago in 

1930 to Giovanni Falzone and Josephine 
Ippolito Falzone. She married Emilio 
Messina in 1950.

She is survived by her husband, Emilio 
Messina; her four children, Antoinette 
LaPonte, Josephine Crnjak, Frank (Tina) 
Messina of Hinsdale and Tina (Rick) Welch; 
her grandchildren, Alycia (Jonathon) 
LaPonte Frosolone, Emilia and Stefhen Crnjak, 
Maxum (Constance), Mitchel (Kiya) and Maley 

Messina and Bridget and Erica Welch; 
her sister, Mary Natalie; and many nieces, 
nephews and cousins.

Visitation is at 9 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 26, 
at Sullivan Funeral Home, 60 S. Grant St., 
Hinsdale.

A funeral service will follow at 12:30 p.m. 
at the funeral home.

Entombment is at Queen of Heaven 
Cemetery in Hillside.

Memorials may be made online to the 
Dementia Society at www.dementiasociety.org.

Robert Rea
Robert Rea, 81, passed away Oct. 19, 

2024.
Rea grew up on the south side of Chicago 

in the St. John Fisher neighborhood, where 
he formed lifelong friendships.

At the age of 60, he suffered his first set of 
strokes. Despite the challenges, he fought 
back time and time again with remarkable 
strength and determination. Through it all, 
he always had a smile on his face and never 
complained, showing the same kindness 
and positivity that endeared him to so many.

There wasn’t anyone who met Rea that didn’t 
like him. His kindness, humor and warmth 
touched everyone he encountered. He was a par-
ent, grandparent, brother, uncle, cousin and a 
friend to so many, leaving a lasting impact on all 
who knew him. His children always said they hit 
the jackpot when it came to parents, and Rea was 
truly one of a kind.

His spent many years working in sales, where 
his dedication and integrity were evident in every-
thing he did. Later, alongside his wife, he proudly 

took over ownership of Gilhooley’s Grande 
Saloon, a beloved neighborhood spot 
where his welcoming nature made every-
one feel at home. While living in Beverly, 
he also volunteered his time as a Christ the 
King Football coach, where his mentorship 
shaped the lives of young athletes.

He is survived by his daughters, Kerry 
(Mike) Turgeon of Hinsdale and Kelly 
Yensel; his siblings, Eileen (John) and Jim 
(Carole); and his six grandchildren, Ryan, 

Katie, Meghan, Jack, Will and Joseph.
He was preceded in death by his wife, Ginny; his 

brother, Tom; and his parents, Tom and Ruth.
A funeral Mass will be said at 10 a.m. Tuesday, 

Oct, 29, at St. Isaac Jogues Church, 306 W. Fourth 
St., Hinsdale.

Inurnment will follow at Bronswood Cemetery 
in Oak Brook. In lieu of flowers, memorials may 
be made online to the West Suburban Humane 
Society at www.wshs-dg.org.

Sullivan Funeral Home in Hinsdale handled the 
arrangements. 

Carlson

Fink

Messina

Rea

https://www.sullivanfuneralhomehinsdale.com/
https://www.powellfuneraldirectors.com/
https://www.enocares.com/
https://www.mlb.com/whitesox/charities
https://www.mlb.com/whitesox/charities
https://www.dementiasociety.org/
https://www.wshs-dg.org/
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pulse
Boosters benefits all Central students
Football concession stand just one way group raises funds to support clubs, teams

By Pamela Lannom
plannom@thehinsdalean.com

Upgraded light fixtures in 
the school auditorium.

A buzzer system for 
Scholastic Bowl quiz com-
petitions.

A Red Devil mascot cos-
tume to boost school spirit. 

An underwater speaker 
for enhanced training for 
the boys and girls swim and 
dive teams. 

All were paid for by the 
Hinsdale Central Boosters 
Club. And those items 
represent just a fraction of 
the $300,000 the club has 
invested in the school over 
the past five years.

“My favorite grant to 
give is a grant where it’s a 
newer club, that doesn’t 
have as many kids, that is 
trying to get started,” said 
Julie Boruff, treasurer of 
the Boosters board and a 
five-year board member. 
“It’s exciting to see a group 
of kids take the initiative to 
start a new club and get a 
sponsor. I love that we can 
help them do that.”

Boruff’s children are both 
in college now. She’s not 
alone as a board member 
with kids already graduated 
from Central.

“Really the people that I 
work with in the Boosters 
are just people that want 
to give back,” she said. “A 
lot of them do other things 
in the community as well. 
Even though we don’t have 
kids there any more, we 
want to do something.”

One such board member 
is Sam LoPresti. He was 
at a football game when a 
friend asked if he would be 
willing to help out at the 
Huddle House concession 
stand. That was 22 years 
ago.

“That’s how it all start-
ed,” said LoPresti, dad 
to five Hinsdale Central 
graduates, the youngest of 
which was a member of the 
Class of 2020. 

“I love just giving back to 

the community and giving 
back to Hinsdale Central 
for the education my kids 
have received,” he said. 
“The school is great. The 
people are great. I love the 
tradition of Friday night 
lights.”

He and board member 
Bruce Carlson have headed 
up concessions for years. 
Carlson said he made a 
commitment to support 
local schools after he 
watched his alma matter, 
Arlington High School, 
close in 1984. 

“I said whatever com-
munity I move to, I would 
do my very best to make 
sure we had the best edu-
cational product possible,” 

he said, noting that conces-
sions is a significant fund-
raiser for the Boosters.

During the 2023-24 
school year, the club raised 
$101,364 from concessions. 
Spirit wear was the other 
largest source of revenue, 
bringing in $105,260. 
Membership dues totaled 
$48,975 and fundraisers 
generated $24,324.

Of those funds, the 
Boosters paid $23,500 to 
groups and teams that 
help work the concession 
stands. The club gave 
a total of $64,637 to 11 
sports and 15 activities in 
grants, plus a special grant 
of almost $12,000 for wall 
murals. Another $5,000 was 

presented to 20 students 
in the form of Red Devil 
Excellence Awards.

Teams and clubs are 
invited to apply for grants 
in the fall and spring. A 
Boosters committee meets 
with the activities and 
athletic directors to review 
submissions, and 90 per-
cent are approved, Boruff 
estimated.

“We’re so happy to get 
applicants,” she said. “We 
want groups to know that 
we’re there to support 
them.”

Boruff stressed that the 
Boosters do not only sup-
port athletic teams, which 
also have their own parent 
Booster groups.

“That’s one of our goals 
as an organization, is to try 
to really communicate to 
parents what the Boosters 
do,” Boruff said. “It gets a 
little confusing. Some peo-
ple don’t understand that 
there are these individual 
Boosters and we are the big 
Boosters. We cover every-
body.”

The club was first created 
in 1949 to support Hinsdale 
Township High School’s 
football program, she 
noted.

“It evolved into covering 
everything many years 
ago,” she said.

Because the Boosters 

Please turn to Page 16

Working the grill at the Oct. 
11 Hinsdale Central football 
game are Rich Tuck and 
Ned Hoyt. The volunteers 
cook up hamburgers and hot 
dogs each week to sell in the 
concession stand. Football 
games generate $30,000 in 
concession sales, part of the 
$101,000 in annual conces-
sion revenue. Working in the 
Huddle Hut are Beth Bielarz 
and Mike Jakubek, with Sam 
LoPresti (from left), Bruce 
Carlson and Julie Boruff facili-
tating in the background. (Jim 
Slonoff photos)

mailto:plannom@thehinsdalean.com
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are so active, they always 
need volunteers — especially 
people willing to serve on the 
board.

“We need bodies,” Boosters 
President Rob Tonn said. 
“We need people to step up 
and volunteer. We are only as 
successful as the people who 
volunteer their time, and we 
are a working board. As peo-
ple age out and rotate off, we 
need new people with energy 
to get involved. 

Boruff agreed.
“We are a very small board 

that does a lot of work,” she 
said. “We actually have a lot 
of open positions right now. 
Our VP position has been 
open for two years. Ever 
since COVID, it just feels like 
we’re struggling to get people 
involved.”

Potential board mem-
bers should contact Tonn 
or Boruff using the link on 
the club’s website at www.
theboosters.com. A form for 

event volunteers is also on 
the site.

Families also can support 
the Boosters by purchasing 
memberships, which range 
from basic at $75 to director 
at $300. Membership has 
hovered at just under 400 for 
several years.

“We would love to break 
400,” she said.

Volunteering also has its 
own rewards. 

“Becoming a member 
of the Boosters or being 
involved in this would open 
a lot of doors for people for 
friendships and relationships 
and business opportunities 
that otherwise they normally 
would not have,” Carlson 
said.

And it’s enjoyable, LoPresti 
said

“It’s a Friday night out, 
you’re having fun with your 
friends, your neighbors,” he 
said. “I love volunteering. 
We’re doing it for the kids. It’s 
all for kids in the school.”

Continued from Page 15
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Assistance League's Premier Fundraiser

Tickets at

The Abbington, Glen Ellyn  |  SW Corner Rte 53 + Butterfield Rd.  |  10 am 

Book Stall
Silent Auction
Grand Raffles
Signature Raffles
Boutique

AUTHOR CONVERSATIONS
Jonathan Eig  
Luis Urrea 
Libby Fischer Hellmann

MODERATOR 
Andrea Thome

Platinum Gold Silver

Emil J. & Marie D. Kochton Foundation 
Mary & Carl Lukach, CVC Partners 
Diane & Ernie Mrozek
Kathy Schooley
Mary Stark-Hood
Andrea & Jim Thome
Joanna Williams

The Caleel Foundation
Meg & Brian Cooper
Delta Dental of Illinois
Sue & Mike Farrell
Maureen & Terry Hegarty
Monica Heidkamp
Erin & Doug James

Anonymous
Julie & Jeffrey Diermeier
Carla & Len Feinkind
Lynn & Steve Issleib
Ricki & Don Lessig

Vicki & Steve Knowles
Yvonne & Jeffrey Mayer
Sharon & David Miller Malek Susann 
Oakum
Peggy Raese in Memory of Bill Raese 
Marie & Tony Rossi
Jennifer Ward

Richard Morton
Debbie & Bob Newman
Palmetto Fine Homes
Mary & Hugh Parsons
Nancy Pollak

Marie Raffl
Barb Sheridan
Jean Southerland

Boosters benefits all Central students

Charity Richardson (from left), Jody Collins and Amia Ahmed sell spirit wear at the game. 
Between four football games, 24 school sales and online sales, the Boosters generate 
more than $105,000 from spirit wear. (Jim Slonoff photo)

https://www.theboosters.com/
https://www.theboosters.com/
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Celebrating great American stories

If you’re feeling a stressed or fatigued 
by our upcoming election — maybe, 
like me, you have candidates texting 
you round the clock — it’s almost over! 
Whatever your politics may be, the 
Hinsdale Public Library offers a variety 
of ways we can all celebrate our coun-
try’s storied past.

Two events this November offer the 
perfect opportunity to do just that. 
Local author (and library trustee) 
Richard Munson will be at the library 
on Tuesday, Nov. 12, at 7 p.m. to cel-
ebrate the launch of his latest book, 
“Ingenious: A Biography of Benjamin 
Franklin, Scientist.” Hear from Munson 
and reflect with us on the scientific bril-
liance of this great American.

Then, on Tuesday, Nov. 19 at 7 p.m., 
the library will host a former president: 
Abraham Lincoln! Noted portrayer 
Kevin Wood will be in the house recit-
ing and discussing the Gettysburg 
Address on the anniversary of the 
famous speech.

If you can’t make these events, our 
librarians have put together a list of 
great, recent books about these figures 
and others who’ve made significant 
contributions to our nation.

• “Ingenious: A Biography of 

Benjamin Franklin, Scientist” 
by Richard Munson

We often think of Ben 
Franklin as a statesman and 
political figure. Munson 
examines his life and accom-
plishments through the lens 
of his scientific genius. The 
book, available Nov. 12, was 
named a Fall 2024 Top Ten 
pick by Publisher’s Weekly 
and a LibraryReads Notable 
Nonfiction Pick — and was 
written by a Hinsdale resi-
dent!

• “And There Was Light: Abraham 
Lincoln and the American Struggle” by 
Jon Meacham

Pulitzer Prize-winning historian 
Meacham examines Lincoln’s moral 
evolution on the issue of slavery and 
why that evolution matters in today’s 
political and cultural landscape. 

• “Alexander Hamilton” by Ron 
Chernow

“Hamilton” the musical may be 
so 2016, but the book that inspired it 
never goes out of style! Give your brain 
(and your wrists — it’s a long book!) a 
workout with this gripping biography 
of one of our most intense

founding fathers.
• “Ida: A Sword Among 

Lions” by Paula Giddings
Chicago’s own Ida B. Wells 

lived a life unlike any other, 
and she changed the world. 
This biography documents 
her birth into slavery, her 
career as a journalist and 
as a pioneer for civil rights 
and suffrage, and her fight 
against the scourge of lynch-
ing.

• “The Loves of Theodore 
Roosevelt” by Edward F. O’Keefe

Behind every great man is a great 
woman. In Teddy Roosevelt’s case, 
there were five: his mother, his sisters 
who helped shape his policies, his first 
wife who steered him to politics and 
his second wife who secured his legacy.

• “Not Your China Doll: The Wild 
and Shimmering Life of Anna May 
Wong” by Katie Gee Salisbury

Salisbury chronicles the life and 
times of the first Chinese American 
film star, Anna May Wong. Stymied 
by racism in Hollywood, she found 
success in Europe. Eventually she 
returned to work in the U.S., becoming 
the first Asian American to

lead a TV show.
Younger readers cannot get enough 

of the “Who Was?” nonfiction biog-
raphy series. Standing out with their 
bobblehead-like, cartoonish covers, 
these books capture the impact and 
relevance of each person featured

 With eye-catching illustrations, dia-
grams, maps and factual storytelling, 
the “Who Was?” books are an ideal 
choice for elementary aged children, 
ranging from the curious kind to the 
reluctant reader. Check out the com-
panion graphic novel “Who HQ” series 
for even more visual historical educa-
tion. 

Kids ready for a challenge should 
consider “Chasing Lincoln’s Killer” 
by James L. Swanson to experience 
true history told like an immersive, 
heart-pounding adventure. For some-
thing relatable and light-hearted, in 
“Bee Fearless,” author Mikaila Ulmer 
offers entrepreneurial guidance while 
telling her lemonade business success 
story, teaching young and old readers 
alike that they, too, can achieve their 
wildest dreams.

 — John Kokoris is the marketing and 
outreach manager at the Hinsdale 

Public Library.

 John Kokoris
Check this out
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B O L I N G B R O O K  •  G L E N O A K S  •  H I N S D A L E  •  L A  G R A N G E

Screenings can detect cancer at an early stage 

and provide a greater chance for treatment 

success. And if you are faced with a diagnosis, 

where you receive your care is one of the most 

important decisions you’ll ever make. 

As a national leader in whole-person care, 

AdventHealth in the western suburbs offers 

connections to the renowned cancer care 

experts at UChicagoMedicine. Find a  

dedicated partner for your individual  

cancer journey just down the road. 

CAN I GET ACCESS TO 
THE BEST CANCER CARE 
CLOSE TO HOME?”

NEVER WONDER.

“

To schedule a cancer screening go to
ChicagolandCancerCare.com.
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It’s HOSTESS GIFT 
Season!

35 E. 1st St., Hinsdale   |  (630) 323-7750 
(inside Fuller’s Home & Hardware)

STOP IN. BROWSE. MAKE ROOM IN YOUR TRUNK!

$10 OFF any $25 purchase
Redeem coupon in store by Oct. 12, 2024 

Pulse
ARTFULLY DONE

 
n Oil Painting
Sundays, Oct. 27-Dec. 8
The Community House
415 W. Eighth St.
www.thecommunityhouse.
org
(630) 323-7500

Create an oil painting from 
start to finish while learning 
about color mixing, color the-
ory, preparing the ground and 
composition along with basic 
tools and materials, storage 
and clean up. All experience 
levels are welcome. Some sup-
plies are included; additional 
ones will be recommended 
by the instructor. Time: 3 to 5 
p.m. Cost: $216. RR, MD

CENTRAL TIME

n Girls Basketball Clinic 
Fundraiser
Oct. 27
Hinsdale Central gym & 
fieldhouse
5500 S. Grant St.
https://manage.snap.app/
register/hinsdalecentral/
dashboard/catalog

Hinsdale Central girls bas-
ketball will host a skills clinic 
for girls in first through sixth 
grades led by Central head 
coach Brett Moore, his staff 
and players. All of the pro-
ceeds will go directly to the 
girls basketball program Time: 
2 to 3:30 p.m. Cost: $25. RR

               
FOR A CAUSE

n Sip, Shop and Think Pink
Oct. 26
J. McLaughlin
53 S. Washington St.
(630) 468-2597

All are invited for sips and 
fall shopping, with 15 percent 
of sales benefiting Wellness 
House and its free programs 
for individuals facing a cancer 
diagnosis and their loved ones. 
Time: noon to 4 p.m.

n Italian Heritage Month Fall 
Celebration
Oct. 27
Altamura Pizza
9 W. First St.
(630) 755-5252

Celebrate Italian Heritage 

Please turn to Page 22

Christmas will be here before we know it, and the Hinsdale Dance Academy will help 
everyone get in the spirit with its program on “The Nutcracker” Nov. 2 at the Hinsdale 
Public Library. See Page 28 for details. (file photo)

https://www.thecommunityhouse.org/
https://www.thecommunityhouse.org/
https://manage.snap.app/register/hinsdalecentral/dashboard/catalog
https://manage.snap.app/register/hinsdalecentral/dashboard/catalog
https://manage.snap.app/register/hinsdalecentral/dashboard/catalog
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Dan Adams
D’Ann Adams
Joanna Ahern

Matt Ahern
Jerry Ahern
Katie Ahern

Margaret Ahern
Daniel Ahern

Kathleen Ahern
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Jeff Akers
Julie Akers
Allie Albian

Michael Albian
Pat Allen

Devon Allen
Natalya Lisa Amond

Jen Anderson
Garrett Anderson

Kathy Andrews
Terry Andrews

Jill Angelopolous
Nick Angelopolous

Lisa Armonda
Bill Armonda

Jacque Arnold
Bobby Arnold

Venanzio Arquilla
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Caroline Aucoin
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Mike Bailey
Amy Bailey
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Ernie Battaglia

Rosalie Battaglia
Pat Bauer

Mary Bauer
Suzanne Besio

Greg Besio
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Tom Besio
KatieBeuke

PJ Beuke
Rick Beuke
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Ricky Beuke
Nicole Beuke

Jason Bier
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Sophia Biesanz
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Diana Bilenko
Eric Bilenko

Sherri Bjorson
Billy Blank

Meredith Blank
Lynne Boche
Jason Boche

Helen Boduch
Stanley Boduch
Ray Bogenrief

Samantha Bogenrief
Fred Boshardt
Julie Boshardt
Debbie Bossy
David Bossy 
Kara Boyle

Alex Bozich
Michelle Bozich
Betsy Bradley
Dave Bradley
Steve Brescia
Gina Brescia

Joanna Brinckerhoff
Megan Brotschul
Marty Brotschul

Tom Bruns
Teresa Bruns

Stephanie Brzozowoski
Fred Brzozowoski

Charlotte Brzozowoski
Mary Bucheleres
John Bucheleres

Mary Buddig
Beth Burtt

Colette Cachey
Tom Cachey

Mike Callaghan
Monica Callaghan

Erin Canavaugh
Todd Canavaugh
Beau Carstensen
Dave Carstensen

Matt Caruso
Jill Casey

Jeff Casey
Courtney Casey

Kevin Casey
Jeff Cerny
Zani Cerny

Anthony Chiarito
Jen Chillo

Mike Chillo
Jess Christensen
Ryan Christensen

John Coffey
Donna Coffey

Kerry Comiskey
Amity Comiskey

Kevin Connor
Kathy Connor

Rich Cook
Lexie Cooper

Michael Cooper
Joe Corcoran

Susan Corcoran
Bill Cotter

Patty Coyle
Jeff Coyle 

Michael Coyne
Jane Coyne

Roseann Coyner
Jeff Coyner

Craig Culbertson
Anita Culen
Bret Culen

Emily Curley
Ryan Curley
R.J. D’Orazio
Erin Danko

Balazs Danko
Matt Davidson
Julie Davidson

Linda Davis
Don Davis

Wendy DeLaMater
Derrick DeLaMater

Abbie Diamantopoulos
Tommy Diamantopoulos

Kirk Dillard
Stephanie Dillard
Nancy Donatelli
Mark Donatelli
Lauren Doolin
Chris Doolin

Sarah Dowling
Eric Dowling

Susan Draddy
Jim Draddy

Peter Dumon
Julie Dumon

Robert Dygon
Carrie Early
Mike Early

Ingrid Ellithorpe
Ben Erskine
Sheila Finan
Marty Finan

Jackie Flaherty
Mike Flaherty

Caroline Flanagan
John Flanagan

Judy Floodstrand
Mike Floodstrand

John Fordon
Megan Fordon
Scott Frisoni

Christy Frisoni
Brian Frizzell
Tracy Frizzell
Vince Galassi

Norine Galassi
Kari Galassi
Nick Galassi

Vinny Galassi
Jack Galassi
Evie Galassi
Katie Gandy
Ryan Gandy

Stephanie Geier
Alex Geier

Beth George
Bruce George

Jim Gibson
Molly Gibson

Jill Giglio
Ozzie Giglio
Mike Giunta

Alison Giunta
Dan Gjeldum

Katie Gjeldum
Heather Goeld

Marycarol Grabill
Dave Grabill
Janel Gruber

Charlie Gruber
Kelly Gulyas
Ted Gulyas

Bill Gust
Karen Gust 

Amanda Hamo
Anthony Hamo

Kathy Hardy

Don Hardy
Georgia Harrison

Mark Harrison
Annette Hart

Alexandra Hart
Dr. Cara Hartman 

Eleni Hayden
Andrew Hayden
Caitlin Hazlett
Drew Hazlett

Natalie Heitmann
Tim Heitmann

Lisa Hendrickson
John Hendrickson
Susan Hettinger

Chris Hildreth
Jennifer Hildreth
Cathy Hofmann
Steve Hofmann

Jim Honan
Maria Honan

Lauren Houder
Matt Houder

Matthew Houder
Molly Hughes
Jerry Hughes
PJ Huizenga

Abby Huizenga
Chris Hunt

Katie Isadore
Mike Isadore

Courtney Ishaq
Omar Ishaq
Petri Issleib
Stu Issleib

Peggy James
Kathy Javois
Alex Javois

Michael Jawor
Kerry Johnson

Bill Johnson
Pam Kallas 
Jerry Kallas 

Tom Karbowski
Hanann Karbowski

Taki Kastanis
Jacklyn Kastanis
Tommy Kavanagh

Ann Kavanagh
Tom Kavanagh
Jack Kavanagh
Matt Kavanagh

Caroline Kavanagh
John Kavanagh

Lauren Kavanaugh
Brendan Kavanaugh

Jeff Kearney
Carol Kearney
Ashley Keeley

Michael Keeley
Heidi Keeling
Cindy Killips

Karen Kinahan
Joe Kinahan

Audrey Kisluk
Ella Kisluk
Pete Kisluk
Debi Kisluk

Grace Kisluk
Mary Klingenberger
Jerry Klingenberger

Cathy Klink
Tiffany Knaul

Jen Kobes
Chuck Kobes

Melinda Kollross
Mike Korolyov
Jamie Korolyov

Sylvia Kos
Sebastian Kos
Alison Kozlow
Jimmy Kozlow

Lisa Kramer
Doug Kramer

Carly Kuikman
Ben Kuikman

Lisa Kusak
Paul Kusak

Patty Kuzmic
Greg Kuzmic
Mike Labedz

Deanna Labedz
RJ Lange

Lauren Lange
Laura LaPlaca

Sue Lasek
Mark Lasek

Tina Laterreur
Ian Laterreur
Ann Lattner
Jack Lattner

Julie Laux
Doug Laux

Donovan Laux
Angela Lavelli
Thomas Lavins
Baron Leacock

Leslie Legan
Pete Legan

Jeff Lesniewicz
Cathy Levine
Roger Levine
Charlie Lewis

Joni Lewis
Beth Liu

Abad Lopez
Erika Lopez 

Madeline LoPresti
Sam LoPresti
Jill Loughlin

Mike Loughlin
Linda Lozier
Mark Lozier

Margaret Lustig
Kerry Lynch
Rich Lynch
Mary Lyne 
Tim Lyne 

Tommy Lyne 
Charlie Lyne 
Andrew Lyne 
Chris Maduri

Megan Maduri
Sarah Mahlik
Justin Mahlik

Pat Makris

Cheryle Makris
Eric Malchow

Amanda Mancini
Paul Mancini

Kathleen Mandarino
Kathryn Mansell

Mark Mansell
Kate Marnell
Chris Marnell
Mike Martin

Megan Martin
Dottie Martin
Todd Martin
Tyler Martin

Stuart McCarroll
Tracey McCarroll

Jeff McCarter
Kristy McCarter

Aubrey McCarthy
Neil McCarthy

Sean McCarthy
Courtney McCarthy
Gretchen McCarty

Tim McCarty
Brian McCarty
Jack McCarty

Theresa McClear
Patrick McGarry

Amy McGarry
Danene McMahon

Jacqueline McMahon
Alexa McMahon

Daniela McMahon
Natalie Merchant
Scott Merchant
Drew Mitchell

Denise Mitchell
Donna Mittelstadt

Michael Mittelstadt
Joe Moawad

Sherry Moawad
Carrie Mohan

Pat Mohan
Maria Mohl

Jeffrey Mohl
Brian Moncrief
Cindy Moncrief

Betsy Moran
Brian Moran
Dave Moser

Sheila Moser
Ken Moy

Ann Marie Moye
Greg Moye

Patty Nalepa
James Nalepa

Lisa Nastas
Cliff Nastas
Ed Neverill

Raydeen Neverill
Bill O’Malley

Nadine O’Malley
Mike O’Neil
Mary O’Neil

Michael O’Neill
Mary O’Neill
Evan O’Neill
Amy Owens

Brian Owens
Elizabeth Palumbo Pierce

Samantha Palumbo Tropeano
Ethan Pan
Allen Pan

Tracy Parker
Kris Parker

Claudia Parrillo
Bill Passero

Joyce Passero
Michael Pecken

Patty Pecken
Dr. Jason Pencek

Janie Petkus
Marta Petrushchak
Igor Petrushchak

Richard Phelan
Michael Pierce

Jay Pollit
Pamela Pontikis
George Pontikis

Angie Prendergrast
Ryan Prendergrast

Andrea Priest
Vince Priest
Jamie Quinn
Tom Quinn

Angie Randall
Bill Randall

Mike Ratcliff
Doreen Ratcliff

Lisa Read
Conor Real

Maureen Real
Dan Real

Susan Real
Brian Richards

Kristine Richards
Conor Richards

Anne Riker
Todd Ritz
Holly Ritz

Jack Robinson
Shana Robinson
Amy Rogowski
Tom Rogowski

Adrienne Rooney
Walter Rooney
Lyubov Roseri
Chris Roseri
Lana Roulo
Sam Roulo

Kathy Rowley
Mark Rowley

Lynn Ryan
Bill Ryan

Carolyn Ryan
Mike Ryan
Jim Sakkos
Mihai Sava

Alicia Schemel
Katy Schmekla
Dan Schmelka
Laura Sexton

Eileen Seyfarth
Scott Seyfarth
Kay Sharples

Mike  Sharples

Mary Shutack
Robert Shutack

Diana Skogsbergh
Jim Skogsbergh
Nikki Sleiman
Peter Sleiman

Jim Smith
Leslie Smith

Christy Sperry
Steve Sperry

Katarzyna Spiewak
Roger Stefani
Marge Stefani

Rob Stefani
Kristin Stefani

Jackie Stent
Chris Stent

Joanna Terpstra
Ryan Terpstra
Mala Thapar
Nitin Thapar

Mark Theoharous
Sharon Theoharous

Colleen Thielen
Joel Thielen

Christine Trainer
John Trainer

Leo Tropeano
Phil Tuescher

Hadas Tuescher
Steph Tuthill
Matt Tuthill

Patrick Ungaro
Chelsea Urban

Tom Urban
Dan  VanEekeren

Kristen Venetsanopoulos
Spil Venetsanopoulos

Sam Vlahos
Justine Vlahos

Patty Vonderheide
Jack Vonderheide
Michelle Vranicar

Matt Vranicar
Margaret Wallach

Dick Wallach
Jeff Waters
Jon Webster

Sarah Webster
Kayla Weiss
Brad Weiss
Jim Welch

Catherine Ann Welch
Jeff Weller
Tina Weller

Grace Whalen
Mike Whalen

Dr. Lanny Wilson
Linnea Wilson

Kyle Wood
Dawn Wood
Liz Yarger

Heath Yarger
Rich Zajeski
Joan Zajeski

Judy Zimmerman
Craig Zoberis
Tracy Zoberis

THE CLEAR CHOICE OF OUR COMMUNITY MEMBERS

PAID FOR BY HART FOR HINSDALE

A NEW GENERATION OF LEADERSHIP FOR HINSDALE

 GREGHART.COM  @_GREG_HART

 Prioritizing public safety

 Championing local businesses and 
   expanding shopping and dining options

 Improving infrastructure

 Reenergizing Hinsdale while maintaining 
   its unique character
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ClerkCandiceAdams.com

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Candice Adams. This ad has been approved by Candice Adams.

Delivering Better Government
to the People of DuPage

Experience Matters Experience Matters - Re-Elect Candice Adams- Re-Elect Candice AdamsExperience Matters - Re-Elect Candice Adams

Paid Political Advertisement

PULSE

Month with pizza specials, 
individual charcuterie boards, 
wine and drink specials, des-
serts, wine tasting and enter-
tainment by Daniela Crocco, 
a member of Jersey Girls at 
this outdoor event. A raffle will 
raise funds for Simply From 
the Heart, a cancer care orga-
nization, and a portion of pro-
ceeds from the celebration will 
be donated as well. Call the 
number listed above by Oct. 25 
to make a reservation. Time: 3 
to 7 p.m. RR

■ Bags & Bubbles
Oct. 27
The Elm
23 W. Harris Ave., La 
Grange
www.pillarscommunity-
health.org/events

Pillars Community Health 
invites people to support 
domestic violence survivors 
by filling a new handbag, tote 
or backpack with everyday 
essential items to assist in their 
healing journey, then drop-
ping it off and enjoying bubbly 
beverages and brunchy bites 
while learning more about 

Pillars services. Hours: 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. RR 

■ Love Like Sean Family Run
Nov. 3
Robbins Park
Seventh & Vine streets
www.raceroster.com/
events/2024/94768/love-
like-sean-family-run

St. Isaac Jogues Parish is 
hosting this 5K and kids dash 
event to benefit the Love Like 
Sean Foundation & St. Isaac 
Jogues community outreach 
programs. Times: 9 a.m. 5K, 
10 a.m. kids dash. Cost: $40 for 
5K, $10 for kids dash, $100 for 
family 5K

■ Community House Wine 
Donation Party
Nov. 14
Pour Destino
back of Calle Cantina
114 S. Washington St.
www.thecommunityhouse.
org

Join this night of wine, live 
music and lite bites in honor 
of The Community House 
Holiday Ball wine sale. Guests 
are asked to bring a bottle 
(or two) of a favorite wine to 

donate to the sale, the pro-
ceeds of which will support 
The Community House’s 
programs for children and 
families in unincorporated 
areas of Willowbrook through 
the SPARK youth development 
initiative. Time: 7 to 9 p.m. RR

HEALTH & WELLNESS          

■ Tai Chi
Fridays, Nov. 1-Dec. 13
The Community House
415 W. Eighth St.
www.thecommunityhouse.
org
(630) 323-7500

This beginner to interme-
diate program is designed to 
improve balance, coordination 
and overall health. Tai Chi 
involves a series of slow gen-
tle movements and physical 
postures, a meditative state of 
mind and controlled breath-
ing. There is no class on Nov. 
29. Time: 10:45 to 11:30 a.m. 
Cost: $117. RR. MD

■ Staying Safe from 
Environmental Toxins

Please turn to Page 24

Continued from Page 20

Heating & Air Conditioning Contractors
Quality Service since 1948

We service all furnaces & boilers.

Go into this winter
PREPARED!

Use this coupon for 
$25 Dollars Off

Call (708) 246-3300 for an appointment
6500 Joliet Rd., Countryside, IL 
www.heatengineering.com

CLEAN & CHECK
YOUR FURNACE

Our76th Year!

https://www.pillarscommunity-health.org/events
https://www.pillarscommunity-health.org/events
https://www.raceroster.com/events/2024/94768/love-like-sean-family-run
https://www.raceroster.com/events/2024/94768/love-like-sean-family-run
https://www.raceroster.com/events/2024/94768/love-like-sean-family-run
https://www.thecommunityhouse.org/
https://www.thecommunityhouse.org/
https://www.thecommunityhouse.org/
https://www.thecommunityhouse.org/
https://www.heatengineering.com/
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PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT

pulse

Nov. 5
Wellness House
131 N. County Line Road
www.wellnesshouse.org
(630) 323-5150

Dr. Jean-Marie Kauth of 
Benedictine University will 
discuss the tie that certain 
toxins have to cancer, ways to 
guard against harmful envi-
ronmental exposures and 
practical steps to keep a home 
healthier. Time: 6:30 to 8 p.m. 

JUST FOR KIDS

n School’s Out trip to Lego 
Land
Nov. 4
The Community House
415 W. Eighth St.
www.thecommunityhouse.
org
(630) 323-7500

Kids in kindergarten 
through eighth grade can 
enjoy a fun-packed day off 
from school with a trip to 
Legoland. Time: 7:30 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m. Cost: $90. RR, MD

LISTEN & LEARN

n Get the Most Out of Your 
Savings
Oct. 28
Hinsdale Public Library
20 E. Maple St.
www.hinsdalelibrary.info
(630) 986-1976

Learn how to create a 
life income plan with Nora 
Hernandez from Equitable 
Advisors to get the most out of 
retirement savings. Time: 6:30 
to 7:30 p.m. RR

n Bats and Other 
Misunderstood Creatures
Oct. 29
Hinsdale Public Library
20 E. Maple St.
www.hinsdalelibrary.info
(630) 986-1976

Learn about bats, spiders, 
snakes and more “misunder-
stood” animals in this interac-
tive animal event presented by 
Incredible Bats. Time: 6:30 to 
7:30 p.m. RR

n The 5 Principles of Parenting
Oct. 29 & 30
The Community House
415 W. Eighth St.
https://d181foundation.org

Dr. Aliza Pressman, well-

known to listeners as host of 
the hit podcast, “Raising Good 
Humans,” will impart a hand-
ful of strategies every parent 
can use to get things right 
often enough: relationship, 
reflection, regulation, rule and 
repair. The event is part of the 
Community Speaker Series 
presented by Districts 86 and 
181. Times: 7 to 8:30 p.m. Oct. 
29, 9:30 to 11 a.m. Oct. 30. RR

NOTEWORTHY

n John McCutcheon
Nov. 9
Unitarian Church of 
Hinsdale
11 W. Maple St.
www.acousticren.com
(630) 941-7797

John McCutcheon is a 
respected and loved folksing-
er, with his mastery of a dozen 
different traditional instru-
ments and celebrated song-
writing. Time: 7 p.m. Tickets: 
$25.

n American English
Nov. 9

Please turn to Page 26

Continued from Page 22

FINE DINING
Carry Out & Delivery

630.279.8474

https://www.wellnesshouse.org/
https://www.thecommunityhouse.org/
https://www.thecommunityhouse.org/
https://www.hinsdalelibrary.info/
https://www.hinsdalelibrary.info/
https://d181foundation.org/
https://www.acousticren.com/
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Theatre of Western Springs
4384 Hampton Ave.
www.theatreofwest-
ernsprings.com
(708) 246-4043

The popular Beatles tribute 
band will entertain as part of 
the TWS Performance Series of 
Fundraisers. Time: 7:30 p.m. 
Tickets: $40, $35 for subscrib-
ers and CTWS families with 
discount code.

ON STAGE 

n ‘The Play That Goes Wrong’
Nov. 1-3
Nazareth Academy
1209 W. Ogden Ave., 
LaGrange Park
www.nazarethacademy.com

As a local theater troupe 
debuts its performance of a 
1920s whodunit, things quickly 
go from bad to utterly disas-
trous, with everything from 
falling props, collapsing scen-
ery, an unconscious leading 
lady, a corpse that can’t play 
dead and actors who trip over 
everything — including their 
lines. Times: 7 p.m. Nov. 1 & 2, 
2 p.m. Nov. 3. Tickets: $15, $10 
for students.

n  ‘Calendar Girls’
Nov. 1-10
Westview Hills Middle 
School
630 65th St., Willowbrook
www.westmontparks.org/
wpa

This charming comedy 
depicts a group of Yorkshire 
women who pose for a cal-
endar to raise money for leu-
kemia research. After Annie 
loses her husband, she and 
best friend Chris resolve to 
raise money for a settee in the 
hospital waiting room. The 
two women persuade their 
friends to join them in creating 
an “alternative” calendar, in 
which the subject-matter is 
tasteful nudes of middle-aged 
women. (Any nudity in the 
show is implied, not actual.) 
The unexpected success of 
their efforts brings chaos and 
change to their small commu-
nity. Cast members include 
Susan O’Byrne of Hinsdale. 
Time: 7:30 p.m. Nov. 1, 2 and 
7:30 p.m. Nov. 2, 2 p.m. Nov. 3, 
7:30 p.m. Nov. 9, 2 p.m. Nov. 
10. Tickets: $15. 

n ‘Disney’s The Little Mermaid’
Nov. 6-Jan. 12
Drury Lane Theatre
100 Drury Lane, Oakbrook 
Terrace

www.drurylanetheatre.com/
the-little-mermaid
(630) 530-0111

Dive beneath the waves 
with Ariel, a young mermaid 
with a captivating voice and 
an insatiable curiosity, as she 
defies her father and makes a 
daring deal for the chance to 
create the world of her dreams 
on land. Times: 1:30 p.m. 
Wednesdays, 1:30 and 7 p.m. 
Thursdays, 7 p.m. Fridays, 3 

and 8 p.m. Saturdays and 2 
and 6 p.m. Sundays. Tickets: 
start at $52.95.

SENIOR SCENE

n Getting Started on Medicare
Nov. 1
Westmont Community 
Center
75 E Richmond St.
www.villageofhinsdale.org/
pr

(630) 789-7090
This free Medicare edu-

cation program will provide 
knowledge and peace of mind 
in choosing the right health 
plan. The program is intended 
for those who will soon be eli-
gible for Medicare, are already 
on Medicare but losing group 
retiree benefits, who care for a 
Medicare beneficiary or who 
would like to learn more . 
Time: 1 to 2 p.m.

n Identity Theft & Medical 
Identity Theft
Nov. 4
The Community House
415 W. Eighth Ave.
www.thecommunityhouse.
org
(630) 323-7500

This Money Smart for Older 
Adults program, part of the 
monthly Golden Brunch 
series, will focus on preventing 

pulse

Please turn to Page 28

Continued from Page 24

Get your child’s 
birthday in the paper!
Simply email your child’s 
name and birthday 
(day, month and year) to 
news@thehinsdalean.com 
for a chance for his or her 
name to appear on Page 4 
under a birthday greeting.

The Hinsdalean

BIRTHDAY 
SHOUT OUT!

>  edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

MKT-5894O-A-A1  AECSPAD  22981996

College? Retirement? Find out how to 
prepare for both.
Let's map out your future together. 

Mark P Wanless, CFP®

Financial Advisor
104 West Chestnut
Hinsdale, IL 60521
630-887-8684

>  edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

MKT-5894O-A-A1  AECSPAD  22981996

College? Retirement? Find out how to 
prepare for both.
Let's map out your future together. 

Mark P Wanless, CFP®

Financial Advisor
104 West Chestnut
Hinsdale, IL 60521
630-887-8684

https://www.theatreofwest-ernsprings.com/
https://www.theatreofwest-ernsprings.com/
https://www.nazarethacademy.com/
https://www.westmontparks.org/wpa
https://www.westmontparks.org/wpa
https://www.drurylanetheatre.com/the-little-mermaid
https://www.drurylanetheatre.com/the-little-mermaid
https://www.villageofhinsdale.org/pr
https://www.villageofhinsdale.org/pr
https://www.thecommunityhouse.org/
https://www.thecommunityhouse.org/
mailto:news@thehinsdalean.com
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Kris Berger is a Real Estate broker affi liated with Compass. Compass is a licensed Real Estate broker with a principal offi ce in Chicago, IL and abides by all applicable Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational 
purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as to the accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages 
are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of Real Estate brokerage. One Grant Square, Suite #201, Hinsdale IL 60521. Source, Real Trends 
500, as of 2023 based on closed sales volume.

Kris Berger Presents

NEW TO MARKET

Kris Berger
kris.berger@compass.com
630.975.0088
One Grant Square, #201
Hinsdale, IL 60521

416 North Cass Ave., Unit 4, Westmont
3 BD | 2.1 BA | $569,000

This beautifully upgraded townhouse spans three levels of modern luxury, 
beginning with an open-concept main fl oor that invites natural light and 
elegance. The family room, adorned with a striking stone accent wall, fl ows 
seamlessly into the gourmet kitchen, showcasing gleaming quartz countertops 
and high-end fi nishes. Step out onto the private terrace to enjoy tranquil pond 
views, perfect for morning coffee or evening relaxation. On the second fl oor, 
the spacious primary suite features a luxurious bathroom, walk-in closet and 
serene ambiance, while two additional bedrooms and a full bath provide 
comfort and versatility. The lower level is an entertainer’s dream, boasting 
a chic recreation room with custom cabinetry, a bar, and direct access to 
the two-car garage. Ideally situated near downtown Westmont and the 
train, this home offers an exquisite blend of style, comfort, and convenience.

mailto:kris.berger@compass.com


5620 South Oak Street | Hinsdale 
1 block S. of 55th & 1 block W. of County Line Rd.

(630)-323-1085
www.verngoersgreenhouse.com

GIFT CARDS • DOOR COUNTY COFFEE
Hours:  Mon-Sat 8am-5pm; Closed Sunday

n

PumPkins • Hay Bales • Gourds
Fall & Halloween décor is 40% oFF! 

corn stalks • indian corn
Kale • Ornamental Cabbage • PePPers

CyClamen • Perennials 
HOuse Plants • mulCHes • sOil • gifts

IT’S TIME TO 
PLANT BULBS!

 

20% OFFSelectPerennials
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Help us honor the
men and women who have 

served our nation.
Whether they are with us today or a 

cherished memory, we’d like to honor these 
individuals on special pages in our Nov. 7 issue.

Please fill out this form 
or email us the information and send us a picture, 

digital if possible.

FRIDAY, NOV. 1, 2024 - 2 p.m.
If you have previously submitted information, 

you do not need to do so again.

Vet’s name:

Branch of military:

Rank:

Years of service (e.g. 1941-45):

Location of service:

Hinsdale resident:       YES  NO

Name of person submitting info:

Phone number:

Relationship to vet:

The Hinsdalean
7 West First St., Hinsdale, IL 60521

news@thehinsdalean.com 

You can sponsor a page of veterans; please email Tina at tinaw@thehinsdalean.com
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PULSE

fraud, scams, medical identity 
theft and other elder financial 
exploitation, including practi-
cal strategies to safeguard per-
sonal and medical information 
as well as resources available 
to those who fall victim. Please 
register at least one week prior 
to the scheduled meeting date. 
Time: 10 to 11 a.m. RR 

SPECIAL EVENTS

■ Nazareth Open House
Oct. 27 & 28
Nazareth Academy
1209 W. Ogden Ave., 
LaGrange Park
www.nazarethacademy.com

Prospective students and 
families are encouraged to 
visit Nazareth Academy to 
learn about the school and 
meet current students, facul-
ty, staff and coaches. Guided 
tours will be provided. Register 
at the website above under 
the “Admissions” tab. Hours: 
9:30 a.m. doors open Oct. 27, 6 
p.m. doors open Oct. 28. RR 

■ ‘The Nutcracker’

Nov. 2
Hinsdale Public Library
20 E. Maple St.
www.hinsdalelibrary.info
(630) 986-1976

Watch Clara come alive with 
a story and brief performance 
of this holiday classic pre-
sented by the Hinsdale Dance 
Academy. Then take pictures 
with the dancers after. Time: 
10 to 10:30 a.m.

■ Veterans Day Luncheon
Nov. 11
The Community House
415 W. Eighth St.
www.thecommunityhouse.
org
(630) 323-7500

Enjoy a buffet lunch and be 
entertained by a Veterans Day 
tribute performance by the 
Jolly Boys and Cantate a capel-
la groups. Time: 11:45 a.m. 
to 1:15 p.m. Cost: $12, $10 for 
vets & members. RR

■ Books & Brunch
Nov. 12
The Abbington
Route 53 & Butterfield Rd., 

Please turn to Page 30

Continued from Page 26

https://www.verngoersgreenhouse.com/
mailto:news@thehinsdalean.com
mailto:tinaw@thehinsdalean.com
https://www.nazarethacademy.com/
https://www.hinsdalelibrary.info/
https://www.thecommunityhouse.org/
https://www.thecommunityhouse.org/
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THE FUTURE OF REAL ESTATE

©2024 Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal 
Opportunity Act. Owned by a subsidiary of Anywhere Real Estate Inc. Coldwell Banker, the Coldwell Banker Logo, Coldwell Banker Global Luxury, and the Coldwell Banker Global Luxury logo are registered service 
marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. 

FLORIDA     |      ILLINOIS     |      MICHIGAN     |      UTAH     |      WISCONSIN

213 RACQUET CLUB COURT 

HINSDALE, IL 
541 KENSINGTON COURT

 HINSDALE, IL

SCAN THE QR CODE

to view our portfol io of

Western Suburbs l ist ings

D AW N  M C K E N N A
630.686.4886

Dawn@DawnMcKennaGroup.com

L A U R E N  WA L Z
708.846.5676

Lauren@DawnMcKennaGroup.com

Dawn McKenna | Lauren Walz

contact your local  experts

W W W. D AW N M C K E N N A G R O U P. C O M  |  @ T H E D AW N M C K E N N A G R O U P

FEATURED LISTING

555 JUSTINA STREET 

HINSDALE, IL
8400 EVERGREEN LANE

DARIEN, IL

JUST LISTED

JUST LISTED FEATURED LISTING

mailto:Dawn@dawnmckennagroup.com
mailto:Lauren@dawnmckennagroup.com
https://www.dawnmckennagroup.com/
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A  T R I B U T E  T H A T  G R O W S

For further details, please conttact the Village Forester, John Finnell

Call NOW Regarding Planting 630-789-7043      
or e-mail jfinnell@villageofhinsdale.org

www.hinsdaletributetrees.com

Hinsdale Nurseries is the proud supplier of Hinsdale Tribute Trees

C E L E B R A T E  •  H O N O R  •  R E M E M B E R

Memorial • Arbor Day • Anniversary • Mother’s Day
Birthdays • Earth Day • Retirement • Father’s Day • Graduation • Bequests and Veterans/Armed Services

Citizens and businesses participating in this program not only leave a living, growing legacy benefiting the 
environment for years to come, they assist in beautifying the Village of Hinsdale for future generations.

pulse

Glen Ellyn
www.alcw.org 

Join Assistance League’s 
annual fundraiser for lunch 
and conversations with 
authors Jonathan Eig, Luis 
Urrea and Libby Fischer 
Hellmann, moderated by 
Andrea Thome. The event 
includes a silent auction, raffle 
and boutique shopping. Time: 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Tickets: $125.

              
STEPPING BACK 

n Salvation Army in the Great 
War
Nov. 1-27
Mayslake Peabody Estate
1717 W. 31st St., Oak 
Brook
www.dupageforest.org
(630) 206-9566

This exhibit chronicles the 
Salvation Army’s efforts during 
the lifetime of F.S. Peabody, 
who was a great supporter of 
the group. The second floor 
location is accessible only by 
stairs. Hours: noon to 3 p.m. 
weekdays, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Saturdays.

n Waycar Wednesday
Nov. 6
St. James Farm
2S541 Winfield Road, 
Warrenville
www.dupageforest.org
(630) 580-7025

Walk through a 1906 waycar 
(or caboose) and hear how it 
was first used on the rails and 
then by Brooks McCormick 
after its retirement. Hours: 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m.

TEENS & TWEENS

n Teen Photo Contest
Through Oct. 31
Hinsdale Public Library
20 E. Maple St.
www.hinsdalelibrary.info
(630) 986-1976

Capture an image of 
autumn and submit it for 
a chance to win a gift card. 
Entries will be displayed in the 
Teen Lounge for the month of 
November. 	

Key
RR - registration required

MD - member discount

Continued from Page 28

Pet pic of the week
Snowball has been with Hinsdale 
Humane Society since the 
summertime. Now that her 
puppies have been adopted, 
it’s time that she finds a home 
of her own, too. Snowball is a 
very intelligent lady who loves 
to play with herding balls and 
learn new things. She gets 
along well with other dogs but 
doesn’t like cats. Snowball 
is almost 2 years old, with 
a winter birthday that per-
fectly matches her looks. 
Give her an early birthday 
present and adopt her today. 
Snowball is spayed, vaccinat-
ed and microchipped. She is 
housebroken and approved 
for children 10 and older. 
Her adoption fee is $300. For 
more information, stop by the 
Hinsdale Humane Society 
Tuthill Family Pet Rescue & 
Resource Center, visit www.
hinsdalehumanesociety.org 
or call (630) 323-5630. (photo 
provided)

mailto:jfinnell@villageofhinsdale.org
https://www.hinsdaletributetrees.com/
https://www.alcw.org/
https://www.dupageforest.org/
https://www.dupageforest.org/
https://www.hinsdalelibrary.info/
https://www.hinsdalehumanesociety.org/
https://www.hinsdalehumanesociety.org/
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DIANE SALACH
REALTOR®

630.327.2926
DianeSalach@atproperties.com

KRISTINE OAKEY
REALTOR®

630.327.6007
KristineOakey@atproperties.com

8 2 0  S O U T H  PA R K ,  H I N S D A L E

15W070 60TH STREET, 
BURR RIDGE

5/6 Bedrooms  |  6.3 Bathrooms  |  100’ x 300’ with pool

Southeast Hinsdale Classic Elegant Estate

Build your Dream House in Hinsdale Central, HMS, Elm School

Estate Property
319' x 330'  |  2.42 acres 

 subdividable

mailto:DianeSalach@atproperties.com
mailto:KristineOakey@atproperties.com


Down sizing in style and space! Luxury living in 4 bedrooms (2 first floor 
suites), 4 full bath and full finished English basement with limestone fireplace 

and bar. Entertain on your extensive private trek deck!! 

Colleen McCormack
8 E. Hinsdale Avenue
Hinsdale, IL 60521
ColleenMcCormack.cbintouch.com
(630) 881-8889

©2024 Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker System fully 
supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Owned by a subsidiary of Anywhere Real Estate Inc. Coldwell 
Banker, the Coldwell Banker Logo, Coldwell Banker Global Luxury, and the Coldwell Banker Global Luxury logo are registered service marks 
owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

63 MALIBU, BURR RIDGE
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FALLAPALOOZA

scan for 
contact card 

and 
client reviews

Tanvi Gandhi
Luxury Real Estate 
Professional

Top Producer August 2024 

Residential
Investment
Seller’s Agent
Buyer’s Agent
Luxury
Relocation
New Construction
Rentals

Call me for any 
Real Estate needs

312.330.4569
www.TanviGandhi.com
8 East Hinsdale Ave, Hinsdale, IL 60521

ANVI
Gandhi

BILL KIMBALL
real estate broker

BILL SELLS HINSDALE
Over 1,000 transactions in the Western Suburbs**

+
Partnered with @properties Christie’s International Real Estate

Local, National & International Reach
=

A true WIN wherever your real estate needs take you!

KNOW YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD - HINSDALE MARKET REPORT:

*Source: MRED LLC.com Data average 7/15/24-10/15/24. **Total career sales. All information deemed reliable, but not guaranteed.

630.887.5550
bill@billkimball.com

$1,785,020 166 99%
Average Sales 

Price*
Average Days 

on Market*
Sale Price vs. 

List Price*

M y Ta x A p p e a l L a w ye r

Anastasia Poulopoulos

Our Only Business 
is Lowering Your 
Real Estate Taxes

COOK | DUPAGE | WILL | LAKE | McHENRY

312.545.9252
www.MyTaxAppealLawyer.com

Property TAXES Too High?
Anastasia M. Poulopoulos, Ltd.

312-545-9252
www.MyTaxAppealLawyer.com

Call me now - 
It’s tax appeal time.

Hinsdale/Dupage 
county opens. 

■ Dean Haunted Manor
Oct. 24-27 & 31
347 Canterbury Court
www.massacremanor.org

Take a walk through the 
creepy surroundings of 
Massacre Manor to see how 
it ended up as a haunted 
estate.  Park at the Salt Creek 
Club, 830 N. Madison St. 
Admission: Free, $10 donation 
per person recommended to 
buy costumes for children in 
foster care. Send via PayPal or 

Venmo to @theloveyproject.
org. Hours: 6 to 9 p.m. Oct. 
24-27 & 31, 5 to 8 p.m. Oct. 28.

■ Toddler Franken-Science
Oct. 25
Hinsdale Public Library 
20 E. Maple St.
www.hinsdalelibrary.info
(630) 986-1976

Join this special 
Frankenstein edition of 
Toddler Science in honor of 
Halloween. Time: 10:45 to 

11:30 a.m. RR

■ Hinsdale Covenant Preschool 
Fall Fest
Oct. 27
Hinsdale Covenant Church
412 S. Garfield Ave.

The preschool is hosting this 
free community event, with a 
petting zoo, food truck, bounce 
house, caramel apple station 
and more, to celebrate new 
spaces and its 50th anniversa-
ry. Time: 3:30 to 5:30 p.m.

■ Boo Bash
Oct. 28
Hinsdale Public Library 
20 E. Maple St.
www.hinsdalelibrary.info
(630) 986-1976

Toddlers through fifth-grad-
ers are invited to dress up 
in costume and stop by the 
youth department to enjoy 
Halloween-themed games and 
crafts. Time: 4 to 6 p.m.

■ Haunted Hinsdale

Nov. 1
114 S. Washington St.
(630) 570-0217

Pour Destino and Calle 
Cantina present this event, 
with proceeds benefiting 
Wellness House. An open beer 
and wine bar, one cocktail 
and passed hors d’ouevres 
are included. A silent auction 
and raffle also are part of the 
fun. Time: 7 p.m. to 12:30 a.m. 
Cost: $120, $250 for VIP ticket 
with full open bar.

https://www.tanvigandhi.com/
mailto:bill@billkimball.com
https://www.mytaxappeallawyer.com/
https://www.mytaxappeallawyer.com/
https://www.massacremanor.org/
https://www.hinsdalelibrary.info/
https://www.hinsdalelibrary.info/
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So you think you’re a real Hinsdalean, eh? Tell us where you think this picture was taken and you can win a Fuller’s 
Ultimate Car Wash gift card. Send your answer to: The Hinsdalean, Village Posting Board, 7 West First St., Hinsdale, 
IL 60521. Winners will be drawn from correct answers received weekly.  Good luck! 

CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING
The Hinsdalean
7 West First Street, 

Hinsdale, IL

(630) 323-4422
Fax: (630) 323-4220

Hours & Deadlines
Monday - Friday 
9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Classified deadline:
Tuesday 4 p.m. for 

Thursday’s publication

Email:
tinaw@thehinsdalean.com

     - Cabinet Painting & Refinishing
       - Painting & Drywall Repair
       - Light remodeling
       - Meticulous Craftsmanship with Attention to Detail

   info@twobrothers.biz               www.twobrothers.biz
630.452.9926

BOSWELL BLACKTOP

DRIVEWAYS & PARKING LOTS
LONG LANES-RESURFACING-REPLACEMENT

ASPHALT PAVING

SEALCOATING - PATCHWORK
Free estimates • Fully insured

708-352-3434u u

Heating & CoolingFirewood

Flooring

Cabinetry

Concrete

Garage DoorsElectrical ServiceAsphalt

Overlay - epOxy - repair
CONCRETE RESTORATION

RESTORE/REPLACE CONCRETE

Call MynOr at 630.631.3073

StOOp - StepS - DriveS - GaraGe FlOOrS & MOre!
mynorconcrete.com • *Licensed / Insured / Bonded*

SANDING • INSTALLATION • REFINISHING

HARDWOOD SPECIALISTS
Serving Hinsdale Since 2010

Fast Delivery / 2 years seasoneD
MixeD HarDwooDs / CBH & MixeD
oak / CHerry or HiCkory / BirCH

staCking availaBle

CALL 847-888-9999

FIREWOOD UNLIMITED

For More inForMation or online orDering visit:
suregreenlandscape.com

FREE ESTIMATES

Service & inStallation

708-652-9405

cuStom DeSigneD garage DoorS

Serving Hinsdale for 78 Years

www.forestdoor.com708-409-0988 office • 708-738-3848 cell

A & A Electric
Over 30 Years Experience

• Home Rewiring • All Types Electrical Work
• Additional Plugs / Switches • Ceiling Fans
• Hang Ceiling Fixtures & Wall Fixtures
• Install Plugs for Battery Operated Vehicles

 • Can Lighting & Outdoor Lighting • New AC & Garage Lines
 • New 100 & 200 Amp Service • New Circuit Breaker Boxes
 • Senior Citizen Discount • Licensed • Bonded • Insured

LET AN AMERICAN VET DO YOUR WORK!
Low Rates • FRee estimates • FRee Home evaLuation
ResidentiaL • CommeRCiaL • industRiaL • smaLL Jobs too!

We Service HinSdale and all Surrounding SuburbS

Furnace clean and check Special 
$89.00 comprehenSive Furnace cleaning 

hinSdale’S Top heaTing and cooling company

call/TexT 708-707-5469
PureClimateIL.com

Get your business noticed in 

The Hinsdalean 
SERVICE DIRECTORY

 Ready, Set 

   GROW!
Buy 3 weeks – 4th WEEK IS FREE!

$27.00/week (Full color additional $10.00/week)

YOUR AD WILL ALSO APPEAR ONLINE!

$27.00/week (Full color additional $10.00/week)

Schedule your ad TODAY!!
Call Tina at (630) 323-4422
tinaw@thehinsdalean.com

mailto:tinaw@thehinsdalean.com
mailto:info@twobrothers.biz
https://www.twobrothers.biz/
https://www.forestdoor.com/
mailto:tinaw@thehinsdalean.com
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Crossword Answers Yes, I’m a real Hinsdalean!Is this your license plate?

The owner of this car is a winner of an 
Ultimate Car Wash

compliments of Fuller’s and The Hinsdalean.
Call 630-323-4422 

to claim your prize.

Is this your license plate?
Does it belong to someone you know?

YES, I’m a real Hinsdalean!
Today’s picture is at:

_________________________________

  Name:__________________________________
  Address:___________________________
               ___________________________

Send your answer to: The Hinsdalean
7 W. First St., Hinsdale, Il. 60521

or email: tinaw@thehinsdalean.com
One winner will be chosen monthly from all correct 

entries and receive a Fuller’s Ultimate Car Wash gift card.

HOME REPAIR AND REMODELING
CARPENTRY - DRYWALL 

TRIM - TILE
PAINTING - ELECTRICAL 

PLUMBING
No Job Too big or Too Small 

42 YearS experieNce

Craig Riendeau 678-315-2800

DEMO WORKERS
Bath Remodeling

Kitchen Remodeling
Full house Remodels

FRee estimates, call today 312-714-5694
www.demoworkers.com

  design Build contRactoR
complimentaRy design on eveRy pRoject!

Full Service General Contractor

815-254-9500 or 630-360-4550Da
Vin

ci
 an

D B
ra

Va
 r

oo
fs

siDing       •       WinDoWs       •       roofs       •       fascia

g
utters     •     s

offits

solar Panels       •       storm Damage

We Work Diligently With insurance companies, 
property managers anD homeoWners

throughout the process From inspections
 to completion oF all projects!

nw-exteriors.com

Thinking of Remodeling?
provides Design, Materials & 

Installation; on time and within budget

•Kitchens •Bathrooms •Additions
•Basements •Decks •Pergolas

Office: 708-301-8522
Showroom: 815-304-5012

crockettconstructioncorp.com
          Est. 1994              A+ rating     Insured

 CROCKETT CONSTRUCTION

•Masonry restoration •Brick Work 
•tuckpointing •grinding •caulking 

•sealing •lintel repairs 
•parapet reBuild •and More...

Visit Us On Facebook

call 773-814-6430

gregs24h7@yahoo.com
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

greg’s restoration inc.
Masonry Restoration & Tuckpointing

Home Remodeling Home Restoration

Lawn Mower RepairHome RestorationHome Improvement

LandscapingHome RemodelingHome Improvement

Moving Service

McBrearty Masonry
Tuckpointing & Stucco

Don’t stress - call the best!
RESTORATION COMPANY

630-335-5877

PAYNE Small EnginE inc.
lawn mowEr &

gardEn TracTor rEpair
Snow Blower Repair

call 630-325-0357

pick-up & dElivEry 
SErvicE availablE!

Call E.W. SCHRAMM, Inc.
For All Your Landscape & Maintenance Needs

• Aeration
• Lawn Mowing
• Landscape Design      
• Hardscape Design        
• Outdoor Kitchens
• Pressure Washing

Free Estimates 630-655-2646

Local Moves • Long Distance Moves
Office Moves • Short & Long Term Storage

Custom Packing of your Items • Staging for Realtors
Discount for Hinsdale Residents

MARK LEVY @ 331-301-0987
Contact our Move Consultant for Hinsdale & Surrounding Areas

mailto:tinaw@thehinsdalean.com
https://www.demoworkers.com/
mailto:gregs24h7@yahoo.com
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Custom Interior & Exterior Painting
Drywall Installation & Repair
Exterior Board Replacement

Light Carpentry ~ Deck Staining
Color Consults & Design Services

CALL 630-605-3370

•InterIor •exterIor •referrals •Insured

FRESH COAT 
PAINTERS

Steve McGarrity
630-654-9057

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
COMPLETE HOME RENOVATION

CARPENTRy • DRywALL REPAIR • wALLPAPER REMOVAL • PAINTINg 
wALLS/CEILINgS • PLASTER AND TAPINg • CARPENTRy REPAIR

INSTALLATION: BASEBOARDS, CROwN MOLDINgS, DOORS

10% Off

WINTER
DISCOUNT

LOCAL HINSDALE REfS • LICENSED/INSuRED • fREE ESTIMATES

630-664-1965 • mycolonialpainting.com

$275 Room Special

708-699-2225
Walls on standard size room - 3 rooms minimum

Licensed • Insured • Free Estimates

paintwork.nick@gmailcom
#1 Rated company • 24 yeaRS expeRience

STEVEN COLLINS

•Interior & Exterior Painting 
•Water Damage •Exterior Dry Rot

•Carpentry •Staining 
•Moldings & Repairs

In area since 1990 • Non-Smoking
630-291-0224

PAINTING & HOME REPAIRS

KASAL PAINTING
•Painting & Decorating

•Interior •Exterior
•Wallpapering
•Wall Washing

CALL STEVE 630-968-5593
FREE ESTIMATES

ImprovIng Your Husband’s attempts
For 2 decades

Call 847-414-4186
ExtErior - intErior - CommErCial

VALDAS PAINTING 
& DECORATING

   • Interior & Exterior 
   • Drywall Repairs 
   • Wallpaper Removal 
   • Power Washing
   • Inexpensive & Reliable

Call 630-544-8259

Window WashingPainting & DecoratingPainting & Decorating

Tree ServicePainting & DecoratingPainting & Decorating

Tree ServicePainting & DecoratingPainting & Decorating

PlumbingPainting & DecoratingPainting & Decorating

Hogan Plumbing Inc.
Service Division
630-393-7660
hoganplumbing.com

Serving the community since 1961

T & M TREE SERVICE

      FALL SAVINGS
              tandmtreeserve@att.net

              Serving DuPage County for 12 Years

      •Tree Trimming     •Tree Removal
      •Stump Grinding   •Shrub Removal

Call Todd 630-303-4641

Family Owned 
Westmont Business 

Since 1955! 
630.241.1800 
FREE ESTIMATES

Tree & Bush Pruning • Tree & Stump Removal
Tree Treatments • Fertilizing and Spraying

Tree Cabling & Bracing • Snow Removal • Firewood

State of IllInoIS RegISteRed lIcenSe tRee SuRgeonS
Bonded and InSuRed

“The Tree Doctors”

• WindoW Cleaning
• gutter Cleaning
• PoWer Washing
• holiday lights

Call or Text: 
815.281.3149

10% OFF HOLIDAY LIGHTS!
CALL OR TEXT FOR A FREE ESTIMATE.

Locally Owned/Hinsdale Central Alum

squeegeesquad.com/locations/chicago-sw-suburbs-il

Locally Owned/Hinsdale Central Alum

mailto:tandmtreeserve@att.net
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Household Help 
Provider

GRACE’S HOME CLEANING
I am a crew of one.

Please call 815-342-7916

Cemetery Lots
2 BRONSWOOD PLOTS

Located at F-9-11 and F-12-11 
$9,500 each.      630-632-0736

Bronswood Cemetery
double lot for 2 urns, 
room for bench, in desired 
mature Section G under 
wonderful tree. $15,500

Email: 
Jphommel@comcast.net

Bronswood Cremation 
Niche

2 in Granite Arch Trellis
zeccasusan@gmail.com

Help Wanted
ELECTRICIANS HELPER

PART TIME
Experienced or not.
Call for more info 

708-738-3848.

KRAMER FOODS 
NOW HIRING!
Deli Counter

Must be at least 18 yrs old.
PT Cashier, Bagger/Stock 
Must be at least 16 yrs old.

Apply in person at
16 Grant Square, Hinsdale

HINSDALE MOBIL
IS HIRING!

Up to $15 per hour
depending on shift.

401K Plans & Healthcare 
Benefits Available.

Please contact Aslam
8 Chicago Ave., Hinsdale

Public Notices
CERTIFICATE NO. 79534  
was filed in the office of the  
County Clerk of DuPage 
County on October 8, 2024 
wherein the business firm of

AWAKEN THE JOURNEY
Located at 2424 Concord 
Drive, Woodridge, IL. 60517 
was registered; that the true 
or real name or names of the 
person or persons owning the 
business, with their respec-
tive post office address(es), 
is/are as follows: Liborina 
Lopez, 2424 Concord Drive, 
Woodridge, IL. 60517.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I 
have hereunto set my hand 
and Official Seal at my office 
in Wheaton, Illinois, this 8th     
day of October A.D. 2024.
Jean Kaczmarek
DuPage County Clerk

Published in The Hinsdalean
October 17, 24 & 31, 2024.

CERTIFICATE NO. 79533  
was filed in the office of the  
County Clerk of DuPage 
County on October 7, 2024 
wherein the business firm of

GEEK GUARDS
Located at 211 E. Lake St., 
Suite 6, Addison, IL. 60101 
was registered; that the true 
or real name or names of the 
person or persons owning the 
business, with their respective 
post office address(es), is/are 
as follows: David Acosta, 105 
S. Wisconsin Ave., Addison, 
IL. 60101.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I 
have hereunto set my hand 
and Official Seal at my office 
in Wheaton, Illinois, this 7th     
day of October A.D. 2024.
Jean Kaczmarek
DuPage County Clerk

Published in The Hinsdalean
October 17, 24 & 31, 2024.

CERTIFICATE NO. 79535  
was filed in the office of the  
County Clerk of DuPage 
County on October 15, 2024 
wherein the business firm of

BonVoyage
Cruise Outlet

Located at 854 Marston Ct., 
Glen Ellyn, IL. 60137 was reg-
istered; that the true or real 
name or names of the per-
son or persons owning the 
business, with their respective 
post office address(es), is/are 
as follows: Randy Piscopo, 
854 Marston Ct., Glen Ellyn, 
IL. 60137.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I 
have hereunto set my hand 
and Official Seal at my office in 
Wheaton, Illinois, this 15th day 
of October A.D. 2024.
Jean Kaczmarek
DuPage County Clerk

Published in The Hinsdalean
October 24, 31 &
November 7, 2024.

Equal Housing

It is the intent and goal of this 
newspaper to have each 
advertiser who wishes to place 
a covered advertisement in 
the newspaper comply with 
the Fair Housing laws. Any 
advertisement which is per-
ceived to contain language 
contrary to these laws will be 
rejected or changed to remove 
the offending reference. There 
may be situations where it is 
not clear whether particular 
language is objectionable. 
Such advertisements should 
be referred to a supervisor for 
consideration and determina-
tion. Under certain circum-
stances, advertisers may 
claim that because of the 
nature of the housing being 
advertised, they are not sub-
ject to the Fair Housing laws. 
Such claims are irrelevant for 
purposes of considering 
advertisements for publication 
in this newspaper. Every 
housing advertisement pub-
lished in this newspaper is 
subject to the Fair Housing 
laws.
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Install & RepaIR UndeRgRoUnd electRonIc dog Fences

630-319-5004 • dawgfence.com

Unleashing Dogs since 1999

MARVELYN & WANDA 
SCHLUETER TR. 

In Esmen & Sunbury Township 7 tract 
Auction of crop land, one tract with 
home, shed, timber and cropland 
north of Pontiac. Some contiguous 

with frontage to IL Route 23.
Tracts 1 - 6 will be surveyed.

Please visit firstmidag.com for 
details on this fine farm.

or Broker Dan Patten, 309-665-0962
email dpatten@firstmid.com
for a complete brochure!

Call David Klein, 
Auctioneer,

800-532-5263 

@ Elks Club 
Lodge –

 Pontiac, IL

 
 

Call Justin Wheeler, 
Auctioneer, at 217-855-8358  
Keith Waterman, Mng. Broker  
Springfield, 217-547-2884, or 
Tom Hill, Broker Springfield  
217-547-2885 
 

78 Acres+/- Farmland 
Christian County, Illinois  

Located between Edinburg 
and Stonington, IL.  Offered as 
one tract.  Mostly tillable Class 
A soils with a PI of 142.3.  
There are no improvements 
and open tenancy for 2024.  
Please visit firstmidag.com for 
additional information and 
bidding.  No buyer’s premium. 

June 26th   In Person &  
Online Auction 

March 
7th 

10 AM - 1120 N Webster St Taylorville, IL 62568 

The Paul C Felix Farm 

In Person & 

Online Auctio
n

Nov. 8, 2024
10 a.m.

585 Acres+/- Productive Farmland Livingston County, IL 

Skilled caregiver with years of experience 
can provide quality care for your 

loved ones in the safety of their home.

CALL 773-537-8886

ADULT CARE PROVIDER

Reasonable Rates

Medical background and 
excellent local references!

HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH

HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH

ALL CLASSICS WANTED
Mercedes, Porsche, Jaguar, Corvette, Exotic, Vintage 
All Foreign and Domestic. Restored and Unrestored. 

Vintage Motorcycles. TOP $$

COLLECTOR JIM 630-201-8122

Pet Services

Real Estate Auction

Real Estate Auction

Caregiver

Caregiver

Autos Wanted

Autumn arrives in early morn-
ing, but spring at the close of 
a winter day.  Elizabeth Bowen

 Hometown

 In town

 Neighborhood

 Scoops

 Delivered free

 All Hinsdale

 Local

 Each Thursday

 At your  door

 News 

READ
IT 

AND 
REAP!

WILLOWBROOK 
Beautifully upgraded home 4 
large BR’s, 2 full BA’s, 1 wood 
burning fi replace, sitting on 1 
acre. Hinsdale Central H.S. 

630-325-5000 or 
Nick@odmanagement.com

Houses For
Sale

mailto:Jphommel@comcast.net
mailto:zeccasusan@gmail.com
mailto:Nick@odmanagement.com
mailto:dpatten@firstmid.com


MIND GAMES

PISCES

AQUARIUS

VIRGO

LEO

SAGITTARIUS

SCORPIO

CANCER LIBRACAPRICORN ARIES

TAURUS

GEMINI

FOR ENTERTAINMENT PURPOSES ONLY

ACROSS
1	 POP SINGER CELINE
5	 “IT’S C-C-COLD!”
8	 CICATRIX
12	 VICINITY
13	 FIB
14	 SHARPEN
15	 HUGE KUDOS
17	 ASSESS
18	 BLUE
19	 SHADOWED
21	 PRETENDED
24	 DECORATE
25	 RAPSCALLIONS
26	 CAMPUS CAFETERIA
                OFFERING
30	 CARNIVAL CITY
31	 LONG SKIRTS
32	 OKLAHOMA TRIBE
33	 ‘80S ARCADE GAME
35	 CASTLE DEFENSE
36	 EYEGLASS FRAMES
37	 SMOOTHS, AS WOOD
38	 SOURCE OF GUM ARABIC
41	 NUMERICAL PREFIX
42	 COMPOSER BARTOK
43	 PERFORMANCE BONUS
48	 JAPANESE NOODLE
49	 “ROCKS”
50	 RIGHTS ORG.
51	 HEAD, TO HENRI
52	 FINE, AT NASA
53	 DETAIL

DOWN
1	 RIVER BLOCKER
2	 A GERSHWIN 
             BROTHER
3	 BRITISH REF. WORK
4	 ITALIAN PORT
5	 HUFF AND PUFF
6	 WARDROBE
             MALFUNCTION
7	 CHECK
8	 TEMPURA CHOICE
9	 FURNACE FUEL
10	 PAY TO PLAY
11	 CLARINET INSERT
16	 SCEPTER
20	 FEELS UNWELL
21	 MATTRESS OPTION
22	 WRITER KINGSLEY
23	 MUSIC GENRE
             FOR BTS
24	 PLANO’S STATE
26	 ABBA-INSPIRED
             MUSICAL
27	 LAKE BIRD
28	 SLIGHTLY
29	 FORGET-ME- --
             (FLOWERS)
31	 1102, TO NERO
34	 ESOTERIC
35	 RUM COCKTAIL
37	 HINDU HONORIFIC
38	 BORDER ON
39	 GIVE UP
40	 OODLES
41	 ARDUOUS JOURNEY
44	 AUTHOR UMBERTO
45	 AGT.’S CUT
46	 HEARTY BREW
47	 “TASTY!”

S
U
D
O
K
U

A
N
S
W
E
R

ANSWERS TO TODAY’S CROSSWORD CAN BE FOUND IN THE CLASSIFIEDS.

CAPRICORN – Dec 22/Jan 20
Capricorn, your dedica-
tion and hard work are 
likely to be recognized, 
leading to potential ad-
vancement or new oppor-
tunities. Just wait for all 
of the exciting things to 
come your way.

ARIES – Mar 21/Apr 20
Your energy levels are 
soaring this week, Aries. 
Channel this vitality into 
a new project or person-
al goal. Be cautious of 
being too impulsive, and 
think things through be-
fore acting.

CANCER – Jun 22/Jul 22
Cancer, focus on behind-
the-scenes work around 
the office — it’s not al-
ways about being in the 
spotlight that gets you 
ahead. All of your contri-
butions are valuable. 

LIBRA – Sept 23/Oct 23
Libra, focus on finding har-
mony in your relationships 
this week. You might need 
to mediate conflicts or offer 
support to loved ones. Use 
your diplomatic skills to cre-
ate balance.

AQUARIUS – Jan 21/Feb 18
Use creative energy to 
explore new ideas or 
tackle creative projects, 
Aquarius. When you in-
teract with others, you 
also may gain some fresh 
ideas to use to your ad-
vantage.

TAURUS – Apr 21/May 21
Embrace flexibility in your 
personal life, Taurus. Be-
ing open to change will 
lead to unexpected op-
portunities and strength-
en your relationships. 
There are a few surprises 
ahead.

LEO – Jul 23/Aug 23
Leo, embrace your natural 
charisma and confidence, 
but also remember to 
show appreciation for the 
people who support you. 
Balance is key in all social 
situations this week. 

SCORPIO – Oct 24/Nov 22
Trust your instincts when 
making decisions, especial-
ly those related to work or 
personal projects, Scorpio. 
Your intuition is pretty sharp 
this week, so use it to your 
advantage.

PISCES – Feb 19/Mar 20
Pisces, this week calls 
for reflection and heal-
ing. Take time to address 
any emotional needs and 
seek support if you want 
to talk to someone or 
simply need another be 
close to you.

GEMINI – May 22/Jun 21
Communication is key for 
you this week, Gemini. 
You may find that your 
words carry extra weight 
and influence. Use this to 
your advantage at work 
and in your personal life.

VIRGO – Aug 24/Sept 22
It is time to get orga-
nized, Virgo. Tackle any 
lingering tasks or proj-
ects that need your at-
tention. Your meticulous 
attention to detail will 
serve you well as you 
bring order to things. 

SAGITTARIUS – Nov 23/Dec 21
Sagittarius, adventure is 
calling out to you. Wheth-
er it’s a spontaneous trip 
or exploring a new hobby, 
embrace opportunities to 
expand your horizons. 

October 2024 Horoscopes • Week 5
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SPORTS

State ti(e)tle goes to Central boys

five finish in the last 13 years. 
Senior Elyssa Abdullah cap-
tured sixth place with a 1-over 
145 over the two days, earn-
ing all-state honors for the 
fourth time in her sparkling 
Central career. Fellow senior 
Toral Bhatt shot 149 for 11th 
place and all-state recogni-
tion.

Sophomore Sara Han 
was 39th at 161, sophomore 
Anika Danda was 55th at 166, 
junior Olivia Zhang was 68th 
at 171 and freshman Amelia 
Gambla was 79th at 181. 

Glenbrook North took the 
title with 585 followed by 
Stevenson at 608. Abdullah, 
a self-admitted perfectionist, 
gave a mixed assessment of 
her play.  

“I was overall pretty happy, 
but it wasn’t the best finish 
that I wanted to have,” said 
the University of Wisconsin-
Madison commit. “I just 
wanted to play my best, 
and that’s what I did. I had 
good focus and good course 
management. I had a good 
attitude. 

“Each year I’ve been more 

relaxed at state, and I’ve 
definitely applied things I’ve 
learned from past years,” she 
added.

Abdullah praised head 
coach Nick Latorre for his 
stewardship of the team, 
which won the state title two 
years ago during her sopho-
more season. 

“Everyone on the team I’ve 
become really close to. We 
kind of uplift each other and 
try to motivate each other,” 
said Abdullah, admitting to 
being overcome with emotion 
Saturday after her final round 
as a Red Devil. “I’m just excit-
ed to move on, but I’ve had 
such a good time playing high 
school golf.”

Latorre said he was proud 
of his team’s performance.

“I was really proud of my 
girls. They prepared well and 
they played well,” Latorre 
said, noting the poise of the 
underclassmen in a high-
stress contest. “They get a lot 
of good experience playing in 
that environment.”

He is thankful to have been 
able to coach Abdullah and 
Bhatt the last four years.

“They’re both just tremen-

dous individuals as well as 
players,” Latorre remarked

Bhatt, who registered her 
best state final result, was sat-
isfied with her effort. 

“I definitely feel a lot more 

confident with the course,” 
she said. “I just wanted to put 
up a good score for my team 
and stay focused while I was 
out playing.” 

The bittersweet feeling of 

closing out her Central career 
set in on the second day, she 
related.

“I’m really proud of being 
able to compete for Hinsdale 
Central,” Bhatt said.
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Continued from Page 42

Hinsdale Central girls golf team members pose with the third place trophy they earned 
at the IHSA state final Friday and Saturday at Hickory Point Golf Course in Decatur. 
Pictured are Finley Korn, Amelia Gambla, Anika Danda, Elyssa Abdullah, Toral Bhatt, 
Olivia Zhang and Sara Han. (photo provided)

SPORTS SHORTS

HINSDALE RUNNERS 
IN MARATHON

The following Hinsdale res-
idents finished the Chicago 
Marathon Sunday.

Brian Bower, 4:27.42
Jerrod Bush, 3:55.13
Will Bush, 3:58.38
Sara Donovan, 6:46.27
Tom Dunphy, 3:22.07
Nicholas Finnegan, 4:37.05
Beth Folkmann, 4:14.46
Wenlong Gong, 4:58.20
Xiadong Han, 4:03.58

Sean Hayden, 3:25.40
Joseph Hayes, 4:34.59
Benjamin Hergenroether, 

4:28.41
Christy Hernandez, 4:56.37
Wenyang Hu, 3:14.02
Jodi Hummer, 3:19.35
Rachel Keele, 2:56.51
Kelly Konstant, 5:28.51
Greta Kumskis, 3:25.22
Anne Langguth, 4:22.52
Thibault Lasserre, 4:42.09
Kristin McCoskey, 4:18.34
Janelle Meyer, 4:56.04
Michelle Meyer, 4:42.00

Lisa Murphy, 3:50.55
Jessica Nawracaj, 4:43.15
Seamus O’Kane, 4:19.11
Christopher Panio, 4:12.18
Alma Rogers, 3:36.57
Madeleine Roglich, 3:35.32
Angelique Sanabria, 4:4041
Claudia Stangle, 5:32.54
Karen Sweiss, 5:22.18
Kelly Thayer, 5:30.40
Jonathan Urbanek, 3:13.37
Stephanie Urbanek, 3:29.37
Lora Wright, 4:35.41
Lynn Yu, 5:12.23

Perry Zhao, 3:27.01 

SENIOR BREAKS
SCHOOL RECORD

Benet Academy senior 
Finn Richards of Hinsdale 
won the Peoria High School 
cross country invitational by 
running 3 miles in 14:22.50 
and breaking Benet’s 53-year-
old record by 19 seconds. 
Richards’ time at Detweiller 
Park in Peoria is the fastest in 
the state this year. 

TEAM WINS
SILVER BREAK

The Hinsdale Central boys 
varsity soccer team won the 
Silver Brick Oct. 1 by beating 
LT by a score of 3-2 in over-
time, bringing its total wins 
over the past five years to 4-1.

The first Silver Brick 
game was played in 2008 at 
Centennial Field. Central’s 
overall record vs. LT for reg-
ular season games stands at 
24-28-4.

Doing the Burlington shuffle  — Neil and Maeve Horan move to the music of Ben Tator and the 

Tator Tots. The group appeared at the Hinsdale Public Library and village of Hinsdale’s Lunch 

on the Lawn last month. The turnout was great for the event. (Jim Slonoff photo)
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Community journalism the way it was meant to be

Summer series concludes with 

story on South African safari.

Page 5

Central social worker shares 

what it takes to be the best.

Page 14

First installment of fall sports 

previews runs today.

Page 38

  means we will never charge you for

    • obituaries
     • engagement announcements
      • wedding announcements
       • birth notices
        • email subscriptions for active duty
 military and veterans

           The Hinsdalean
                       One town. One paper.

“Community journalism 
the way it was meant to be”

The Hinsdalean
Your town. Your newspaper.

Delivered to your inbox.
Every Thursday.Every Thursday.

Community journalism the way it was meant to be

Summer fun

Bookish backstory

Hinsdale Public Library has a

rich local heritage

Page 5

The Hinsdalean

Thursday, July 20, 2023

Hinsdale, Illinois

Volume XVII, Issue 44
$1 on Newsstands, 36 Pages

•

•

•

Dryden Hall helps Victor Krause with his form for the shot put during the track and field camp spon-

sored by The Community House at Robbins Park on July 10. SportsKids Inc. taught campers 

several techniques to help them with their overall athletic performance in track and field and other 

sports. Please turn to Page 24 for more pictures. (Sam Wheeler photo)

‘High’ school 

Teen high jumper readies to

compete on national stage

Page 14

Summer of rock

Kids emulate their musical heroes 

at Pop Legends camp

Page 15

ONLY 
$49/year*

Contact Tina at 
tinaw@thehinsdalean.com 

or 

630.323.4422 
to subscribe today!

* Free online subscriptions to all 
active duty military.

mailto:tinaw@thehinsdalean.com
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9U SILVER FALLS
BY ONE TOUCHDOWN

Hinsdale Falcons 9U Silver 
got off to a hot start in the first 
quarter when Gastevski broke 
up a long run for a touch-
down. The defense showed 
up — led by Broderick Slavik, 
Charlie Hillegass, Aydin 
Memon, SJ Groetsema, Max 
Petersen and Robbie Knight 
— to keep the Chargers out 
of the end zone in the first 
quarter. The defensive line, 
anchored by Theo Siepker, 
Chris Ponikis, Dylan Boche, 
Liam Warden, Auggie 
Habberkorn, Raj Chandranda 
and Colin Fisher, kept pres-
sure on the Chargers’ offense. 
The Chargers’ defense found 
its rhythm in the second 
quarter and put pressure on 
the offensive line, led by Duke 
and Rocco Maggio, Ben Vula 
and Lino Hernandez. At half-
time, the game was tied 6-6 
and Hinsdale’s battle for the 
last playoff spot would come 
down to the second half.

Hinsdale received the ball 
and was able to move the 
ball, highlighted by a nice 
20-yard pass from Memon to 
Grant Woertz; however, the 
Chargers keep the Falcons 
out of the end zone. The 
Chargers were able to punch 
one in to make the score 13-6 
heading into the fourth quar-
ter. The Falcons had one last 
chance to score with seconds 
remaining, but the Chargers 
held firm.

9U Gold perfect
in Regular Season

 
The Falcons head into the 

postseason after completing 
a perfect regular season with 
a 27-0 win over a reputable 
Palatine team.

Heading into the game 
the Falcons knew the game 
would be won or lost in 
the trenches, as Palatine’s 
offensive and defensive lines 
were widely considered 
among the best in the league.  
Teddy O’Toole, Bennett 
Wilson, Keats Caruso, 
Michael Cannizzaro, Michael 
Dombroski, Wyland Holmes 
and RT Kouba proved to be 
up for the challenge, with 
physical performance in 
front of Hinsdale’s backfield 
on offense while serving as 
the foundation for the fourth 
shutout of the season on 
defense. 

Contributing to the scoring 
effort, Bryce Lee scored three 
touchdowns on the day (tow 
rushing, one receiving) while 
Noah Jones scored the final 
touchdown on a 30-yard 
reception from quarterback, 
Connor Pauley. Meanwhile, 
Cole Sherwood had a notable 
afternoon on both sides of 
the ball, with several breath-
taking runs from his tailback 
position as well as a fumble 
recovery and interception 
on defense. Luke Schroeder, 
Dan Campbell, Brooks Jaqua, 
Parker Brey and Cade Phelan 
were additional standout per-
formers on the afternoon.

The Falcons face Lyons in 
the first round of playoffs.

10U SILVER played
tough all season

The 10u Silver Falcons 
finished their season with 
a 26-13 loss in Wheaton on 
Sunday. Despite the young 
Falcons’ efforts, they had 
trouble containing the speedy 
Wheaton Rams. They got 
behind early, giving up a few 
long touchdowns and were 
not able to recover.

Clay Parker would ignite 
the Falcon offense with 
exciting touchdown runs of 
50 yards and 90 yards to get 
Hinsdale on the board. Those 
would be the only points they 
would muster on the day, as 
the offense struggled to move 
the ball consistently.

After the game the coach-
es were heard thanking the 
Falcon players for their tough 
play and dedication all sea-
son long.

In no particular order the 
5-3-1 10U Silver Falcons are 
Massimo Buttitta, Kanas 
Zitkevicius, Grant Garber, 
Paul Voight, Clay Parker, 
Brody Sobieraj, Caden 
Mitchell, Mike Sandberg, 
Mark Sandberg, Arya Vafa, 
Miles Wos, Miles Post, Dean 
Windfelder, Jack Slavik, 
Bennett Brumley, Henry 
McMahon and Max Breton.

11U SILVER FALCONS
Make PLAYOFfs

You always want to see 
where you team is at before 
the playoffs and the Falcons 
had a good test on Sunday 
against the Tri City Chargers. 
The Falcons passed the test 
by prevailing 27-14 against 
the No. 2 ranked team in the 

league. 
The game started off in the 

favor of the Falcons as Nico 
Will covered the opening 
kickoff as the Chargers strug-
gled to corral it. 

The good field position led 
to an early score to get the 
Falcons on the board. The 
defense that has been rock 
solid all season forced a punt 
on the next Charger posses-
sion, which led to another 
touchdown.  

The defensive line — led 
by Carter Cox, Blake Bazan, 
Pierson Eno, Luke Hanson, 
Noah Vargas and Luke Gray 
— really set the tone with 
constant penetration into 
the Tri City backfield.  Parker 
Otzen finished the great per-
formance with a sack of the 
Charger quarterback. 

The offense continued 
to rack up yards and score 
points. The final score came 
on a bootleg around the right 
end by Sawyer Myhra, which 
sealed the victory for the 
Falcons. 

The team faces Downers 
Grove in the first round of 
playoffs.

11U Gold D2 Lose
Heartbreaker

11U Gold suffered a tough 
15-13 loss to Oswego in a 
game that came down to the 
wire. Christian Gernot recov-
ered an early fumble, but 
both teams struggled to move 
the ball. Oswego scored as 
time expired to take a 7-0 lead 
into halftime. They followed it 
up with another score to open 
the second half, extending 
their lead to 15-0.

The Falcons, however, 
showed their resilience and 
began to gain momentum. 
The offensive line, led by 
Matthew Kalish, Mikey 
Adamo, Joshua Castro and 
Grant Omiecinski, opened 
holes for Teddy Ouimette and 
Nate Thangamani to move 
the chains. Kellen Brown was 
able to pound his way into 
the end-zone to cut the deficit 
to 15-7. 

The defense held strong 
the remainder of the game, 
with key tackles by Luke 
Schremser, Owen Parry, Ivan 
Burt, Christian Kirchev, Rohn 
Ramani and Keerthan Tucke, 
giving the offense another 
chance. The tight ends went 
to work this time, with Soren 
Carlson and Bo Cuculich 
springing Marcello Salamone 

for a 20-yard touchdown run 
to make it 15-13. 

The Falcons had one last 
opportunity to tie it, but Ben 
Murphy’s pass was knocked 
down, sealing the narrow 
loss.

Next up: Palatine in the first 
round playoffs.

JV Gold D1 Heads
to Playoffs

 
Another week brought 

another thrilling victory for 
the JV Gold Falcons, who 
bested Naperville 18-16.

Hinsdale got on the board 
early with a physical drive 
that saw the big boys upfront 
led by Brock Bradley, Grant 
Wanless and Oliver Johnson 
pave the way for a Dillon 
Phelan score. After a Saints 
score, the Hinsdale defense, 
led by linebacker Sullivan 
Camp, settled in with gap 
discipline and solid tackling. 
The teams went into half 8-6, 
Naperville leading.

The third quarter saw the 
Falcons’ offense run at will, 
leading to a 15-yard touch-
down run by Michael Kipnis. 
Hard-nosed play by Logan 
Sullivan, Grant Kirchheimer 
and Dominic Cresap kept 
the Saints offensive in check 
until they were able to break 
another long one, leading to 
a 16-12 Saints lead. Hinsdale 
struck back with a magical 
Kipnis run that apparently 
ended on the 1-yard line; 
Phelan punched it in on the 
next play giving Hinsdale the 
18-16 lead with 3 minutes to 
play.

On the game-deciding 
drive, Naperville was able to 
get down deep in Falcon ter-
ritory, but the defense collec-
tively stood strong and kept 
the Saints out of the endzone 
as time expired.

The team will take on 
Bloomingdale in the first 
round of playoffs.

JV D2 Drop
Final Game

The JV Gold D2 Falcons’ 
loss to the Bartlett Raiders 
was a tough way to end 
the season. The absence of 
Finn Caruso, Rayan Sheikh 
and Dom Angeletti was felt, 
especially on the line, but the 
Falcons played tough despite 
being outsized by an angry 
Raiders squad. Massimo 
Burdi had a brilliant game 

coming off illness, and Alex 
Vivanco played a critical 
role for the offense to the 
final whistle. Will Doyle and 
Colin Boots offered up fear-
less effort, playing through 
injury to help the Falcons 
finish their season with honor 
despite the loss.

While coaches and players 
all put extraordinary effort 
into winning football games, 
the boys seemed to know that 
there are many ways to mea-
sure success.

In their three months 
together, players showed 
toughness, resilience and an 
inspiring attitude and laid 
the foundation for a breakout 
varsity year in 2025. 

Varsity Gold
Battles Lyons

Varsity Gold Falcons trav-
eled to the LFC Lyons for the 
final regular season game.

The Hinsdale defense, led 
by linebackers Hank Scary 
Scheri, Jack Gray, Blake 
Schnur and Max Milburn, 
quickly stuffed LFC’s star 
runner Zachary Moss. Liam 
Cranmer, Brock Willits, Wolf 
Pohlenz and Will Smith 
kept the gaps in check and 
disrupted the Lyon passing 
game. In a pregame interview 
from manager RJ Hull, Smith 
stated “They can’t block me, 
I’m crazy!”. Numerous tack-
les and a sack proved he was 
more than just talk.

The Falcon offense pro-
duced good rushing suc-
cess behind blocks from 
Scheri, Willits and Landon 
Ronaldson. Gray, Charlie 
Koridek, and Matthew Stone 
had the bulk of carries, and 
Quarterback Keaton Cassell 
scrambled for multiple 
ground yards as well.

The Falcons pushed into 
Lyon territory early, but were 
stopped short at the 1. An 
errant snap and pressure 
from Scheri produced an LFC 
safety.

A second quarter field 
goal from kicker Colin Parry 
was good, giving Hinsdale a 
rare 5-0 halftime lead. The 
remainder of the game was 
well fought, but the Lyons 
reached the endzone, ulti-
mately defeating the Falcons 
8-5.

Despite the loss, the team 
made it to the first round 
of playoffs against Downers 
Grove.
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hinsdale Central 45 — Oak park-river forest 21

offense Defense

by the quarter

1
2
3
4

Hinsdale 14
OP-RF 7

Hinsdale 17
OP-RF 7

Hinsdale 0
OP-RF 0

Hinsdale 7
OP-RF 7

up next

standings

Downers North
7:30 p.m. Friday
Dickinson Field 

Senior night — cheer, 
poms, band 

Last year
Central lost 12-34

West Suburban Silver
LT..............................6-0.....8-0
Downers North.......4-1.....7-1
York..........................3-2.....6-2
Hinsdale Central...2-3.....4-4
Glenbard West........2-3.....3-5
OP-RF.......................1-4.....1-7
Proviso West............0-5.....2-6

conference/overall

Dominic 
Tresslar 
broke 
through sev-
eral OP-RF 
defenders to 
make it to 
the 5-yard 
line before 
he was 
taken down. 
He rushed 
for 154 
yards and 
scored one 
touchdown. 
(Jim Slonoff 
photos)

Riley Contreras
7 passes, 155 yards
7 carries, 18 yards
3 passing TDs, 2 

rushing

Jack Lesniewicz
2 carries, 66 yards

1 touchdown

Noah McCurry
8 tackles

1 TFL

Zach Kruse
6 tackles, 2 assists

1 TFL

Stats

			   Central	 OP-RF
 Passing yards	 155		  64
 Rushing yards	 196		  291

 Total yards		  351		  355

 Touchdowns		 6		  3

 Field goals		  1		  0
 PATs			  6		  3

 Turnovers		  0		  2

Hinsdale 
Central’s 

Alex Rivera 
and Noah 
McCurry 

take down 
Oak Park’s 

quarterback 
Johnny 
Nelson 

Friday night 
at Dickinson 

Field.
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Vija Barber
Oak Brook

What is your earliest 
memory of a swim meet?

I started swimming 
when I was 5 years old. My 
earliest memories were of 
meets at Oak Brook Bath 
and Tennis with my friends 
from Oak Brook.

What do you love most 
about the sport?

My favorite part about 
the sport has to be the 
people and getting to do 
something that I love next 
to some of my best friends 
and having each other to 
race and having my team-
mates to push and moti-
vate me every day. 

Do you have any pre-
meet rituals or routines?

I have a certain play 
list that I like to listen to, 
especially at big meets 
before I go behind the 
blocks. I like listening to the 
song “Narco” by Timmy 
Trumpet.

How is it to have your 
dad as your coach?

I really like having my 
dad as a coach just because 
I had an easy time transi-
tioning into the team. He 
treats me like every other 
girl on the team. I don’t feel 
like he’s my dad at practice, 
he’s my coach — and he’s a 
really good coach. 

How has it been having 
your sisters on the team?

I had two years with my 

older sister, Tessa, and two 
years with my younger sis-
ter, Lilia. I really like swim-
ming with them. They push 
me, because I always want 
to be the one to beat them. 
I love spending time with 
my sisters in that way. 

What are your hopes for 
your senior season?

I hope that I can qualify 
and maybe final at state 
again, since I did last year, 
and that we can finish the 
season strong in our relays 
at state. I also just hope that 
we have a fun last month, 
because it’s my last month 
swimming on the team.

Why does coach Bob 
Barber like having Vija on 
the team?

I am so lucky to have the 
opportunity to coach Vija 
for all four years here at 
Central. As our team cap-
tain this year, she has led us 
through the challenges and 
heartaches of not having a 
home pool. She can do it 
all! Sprint, distance, stroke 
it doesn’t matter, if we need 
her she is ready. I am excit-
ed and sad for the upcom-
ing championship meets 
but I know she’s ready for 
the next stage.

— profile by Pamela 
Lannom, photo by Jim 

Slonoff

student athlete profile headed to state

results

Members of the Hinsdale Central girls tennis team and two Nazareth Academy seniors will 
compete at the IHSA 2A state final Thursday to Saturday, Oct. 24-26, at Hersey High School.

Representing Red Devil Nation will be senior Kotryna Tomas and junior Asha Sarai in singles, 
and the duos of senior Abigail Gambla/junior Sydney Shuster and junior Lauren Panveno/fresh-
man Sophia Virmani in doubles.

Nazareth Academy senior doubles players Margaret and Elisabeth Anos of Hinsdale finished 
third and fourth, respectively, at the sectional meet to help the Roadrunners finish second at sec-
tionals and qualify for the IHSA 1A state meet this weekend. 

Good luck Devils and Roadrunners!

Cross country, 
boys
Oct. 19 @ 
WSC Silver 
Championship
V places 6th with 
130 points
Gamboa, 15th, 
15:26.5
Tarasi, 24th, 
15:56.6
Rogers, 26th, 
16:06.2
Revord, 27th, 
16:08.4
Ferren, 38th, 
16:56.6

Cross country, 
girls

Oct. 19 @ 
WSC Silver 
Championship
V places 4th with 
109 points
Satre, 12th, 18:28.6
Hodneland, 17th, 
18:49
Kohn, 23rd, 19:16.3
Krogstie, 28th, 
19:42.5
Skay, 29th, 19:43.3
Gruber, 32nd, 
20:01.6

Soccer, boys
Oct. 17 @ 
Glenbrook North
V loses 0-2

Tennis, girls
Oct. 18-19 @ IHSA 
Sectional
V places 1st with 29 
points
Singles
Tomas, 2nd
Asha Sarai, 3rd
Doubles
Shuster/Gambla, 
2nd
Panveno/Virmani, 
4th

Volleyball, girls
Oct. 21 vs. Timothy 
Christian
V loses 19-25, 
25-22, 19-25
Oct. 18-19 @ 

AutumnFest
vs. Belvidere North
V wins 25-10, 
22-25, 25-21
Barakat, 9 kills, ace, 
3 digs, assist
Bergin, 8 kills, ace, 
6 digs, assist
Kozlowski, 7 kills, 
block, assist
Leddy, 6 kills, 3 
aces, block, 4 digs, 
18 assists
Brooks, 3 kills, 2 
digs
Jorgenreud, 2 kills, 
block
Quast, kill
Young, 3 aces, 25 
digs, 3 assists

Garchar, 2 aces, 5 
digs, 11 assists
Neiman, ace, block
vs. Waubonsie 
Valley
V loses 25-20, 
20-25, 23-25
vs. Mother McAuley
V loses 22-25, 
18-25
vs. Glenbard South
V wins 25-23, 25-6
vs. St. Charles East
V loses 20-25, 
25-19, 15-25
Oct. 17 @ Wheaton 
North
V wins 25-17, 25-14

Instant replay

Hinsdale Central junior Maddie Brooks rises for a spike Monday night as the 
Red Devils hosted Timothy Christian for the team’s senior night celebration. 
Unfortunately they couldn’t celebrate a victory, as the Devils fell to the top-ranked 
Trojans in a hard-fought three-set match. (Jim Slonoff photo)
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sports
Boys state ti(e)tle goes to Red Devils
Girls golfers capture third place at state in strong showing for Central programs

By Ken Knutson
kknutson@thehinsdalean.com

After back-to-back 
heartbreaking runner-up 
finishes at the IHSA state 
final the last two years, the 
Hinsdale Central boys golf-
ers thought they’d come up 
just short again. 

Tied with Evanston for 
top honors at 12-over 
par 588 after the final 
hole Saturday of the two-
day state tournament in 
Bloomington, the Red 
Devils knew their oppo-
nents’ fifth-best score of 
the round — the typical 
tiebreaking protocol — was 
better than theirs. But state 
final rules call for a com-
bination of day one and 
day two scores. The result 
was a two-stroke Central 
triumph.

“I was convinced we lost, 
but then there were rum-
blings in the crowd,” said 
head coach Serge Penksik 
of the unfolding realization. 
“We were pretty ecstatic to 
get that done.”

New Trier, the two-time 
defending champion, 
finished just one stroke 
behind for third.

Central had bagged the 
program’s first state cham-
pionship since 2018 and its 
eighth in the last 12 years. 
Senior stalwart Dru Devata 
led the way with a 3-under 
141, for third place individ-
ually, followed by freshman 
Michael Jorski’s 1-over 
145 for seventh and senior 
Isaac Schloegel’s 6-over 
150 to notch 19th. Senior 
Kevin Wesolowski was 
38th at 155, sophomore 
Mitchell Ghaben was 59th 
at 162, and sophomore 
Constantine Verros was 
70th at 164.

Devata, playing in his 
third state final, said the 
blend of perfect weather 
conditions and his previ-
ous experience navigating 
The Den at Fox Creek were 
key factors.

“I had a game plan for 

each hole. I’m pretty famil-
iar with that course now,” 
he said. “I think I played 
very well, and I stayed 
patient. You’ve got to stay 
patient out there.” 

Penksik said he was 
delighted for Devata and 
praised his strong leader-
ship on a team with four 
state final newbies. 

“He’s such a tenacious 
competitor,” Penksik 
remarked. “He knew that 
he had to put up a real-
ly good score for us and 
he did. I was so happy to 
see him win one. He’s a 
remarkable golfer and a 
kid.”

Central had taken a six-
stroke lead on day one, but 
the talented Evanston and 
New Trier squads came out 
firing on Saturday. With 
just a few holes to play, the 
three teams found them-
selves all square. Jorski, 
who had eagled the first 
hole of the second round, 
stumbled on 17. But the 
first-year player exhibited 
the mettle of a veteran with 
a birdie on 18.

“He’s a very clutch play-
er,” Penksik remarked.

Devata saved his best 
for last with a leader-
board-topping 68 in 
Saturday’s round, his last 
as a Red Devil. Then atten-
tion turned to Schloegel, 
another state final rook-
ie. His 1-under score on 
Friday had paced the 
team, but Saturday had not 
started out as promising. 
Grouped with the premier 
players for Evanston and 
New Trier, Schloegel said 
he knew the contest was 
tight but tried to focus on 
his game, not everyone 
else’s scores.

“I had no clue that the 
last couple of holes were 
really going to matter that 
much,” he said, recounting 
the growing gallery down 
the stretch. “Playing with 
that many people watching 
was pretty high pressure.”

Despite the tension, 

Schloegel parred each of 
his last four holes, includ-
ing a tough chip and putt 
on 16 and a nervy 10-foot 
putt on 17 that proved cru-
cial to the outcome. 

“I tried to keep remind-
ing myself that we worked 
so hard to get here, why 
not take advantage of it? 
Just focus on the next shot 
and not think about what’s 
happened in the past,” he 
related.

“That was probably one 
of the most clutch perfor-
mances I’ve seen,” Penksik 
said of Schloegel’s effort.

Jorski said waiting for the 
final result prolonged the 
emotional strain, before 
giving way to celebration.

“It was a very 
nerve-wracking experience 
waiting to see (the result). 
When we realized we’d 
won the scorecard playoff, 
it was a great feeling,” he 
said.

Usually four of a team’s 

six competitors’ scores are 
used for the final tally. For 
Central, all six players con-
tributed the championship 
over the course of the two 
days.

“We try to preach to our 
kids that you never know 
when your score is going to 
count in the state tourna-
ment. You always have to 
stay present and continue 
going forward,” Penksik 
said. “Our freshman and 
two sophomores came up 
huge, and our three seniors 
did what they were sup-
posed to do.

“It’s very hard to close 
out a tournament,” he 
added. “The pressure 
mounts and there’s a lot 
of emotion happening on 
every green at that point.”

Penksik lauded the work 
of assistant coach Evan 
Haase and expressed grat-
itude for the mentorship 
of his predecessor, Jess 
Krueger.

Schloegel was elated with 
the group victory.

“It’s pretty cool. I’ve 
always wanted to be part 
of a state-wining team,” he 
said. “I’m just really proud 
of the team overall because 
everybody contributed in 
their own way.”

Devata echoed that sen-
timent and acknowledged 
he’s still adjusting to post-
high school golf life.

“It’s more a weird feeling. 
It’s odd thinking I’m not 
going to play for Central 
again,” he said. “It’s great 
to go out on a high note.” 

Girls place third

Hinsdale Central girls 
golf placed third at the 
IHSA state final in beauti-
ful conditions Friday and 
Saturday in Decatur.

The girls 44-over par 
score of 620 earned them 
the program’s 11th top-

The Hinsdale Central boys golf team shows off the latest hardware to add to its 
collection after winning the IHSA state tournament Saturday in Bloomington. 
Pictured are assistant coach Evan Haase, Isaac Schloegel, Dru Devata, Kevin 
Wesolowski, Michael Jorski, Mitch Ghaben, Constantine Verros and head coach 
Serge Penksik. (photo provided)

Please turn to Page 38
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Respected. Responsive. 
Resourceful.

 
$300+ million closed volume

 
PEGGY SMEGO

VICE PRESIDENT, SALES
 

630-561-2379
peggy.smego@jamesonsir.com

from house to home

©2024 SOTHEBY’S INTERNATIONAL REALTY AFFILIATES LLC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. SOTHEBY’S INTERNA-
TIONAL REALTY® AND THE SOTHEBY’S INTERNATIONAL REALTY LOGO ARE SERVICE MARKS LICENSED TO 
SOTHEBY’S INTERNATIONAL REALTY AFFILIATES LLC AND USED WITH PERMISSION. SOTHEBY’S INTER-
NATIONAL REALTY AFFILIATES LLC FULLY SUPPORTS THE PRINCIPLES OF THE FAIR HOUSING ACT AND 
THE EQUAL OPPORTUNITY ACT. EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Success is in the closings!

And happy buyers too!
12 Tartan Lakes, Westmont

4528 Howard, Western Springs
6205 Puffer, Downers Grove

450 Phillips, Glen Ellyn
1447 W Walton, Chicago

6624 Walnut Grove, Downers Grove
5621 Durand, Downers Grove

10 Willowcrest, Oak Brook
227 Charlestowne Lakes, St Charles

1369 Green Trails, Naperville

126 E. Hickory, Hinsdale 
$3,100,000

234 N. Park, Hinsdale 
$2,375,000

526 Bonnie Brae, Hinsdale 
$615,000

833 S. Lincoln, Hinsdale 
$1,100,000

910 Allmen, Hinsdale 
$729,500

345 N. Oaklawn, Elmhurst 
$800,000

18 W 337 Claremont Dr., 
Darien $430,000

5757 Alabama, 
Clarendon Hills $570,000

850 Village Center #319, 
Burr Ridge $495,000

2660 W. Armitage #2, 
Chicago $600,000

There is still time to sell or buy in the 4th quarter.
Getting ready for 2025 Spring market, too! 

Give me a call  
and let’s talk!

mailto:peggy.smego@jamesonsir.com
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       chris@chrispequet.com     
       630.327.5175     

       
© 2020 Jameson Real Estate LLC. All rights reserved. Sotheby’s International Realty® and the Sotheby’s International Realty Logo are service marks licensed to Sotheby’s International Realty A�liates LLC and used with permission. Jameson Real Estate LLC fully supports the       
principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Each franchise is independently owned and operated. Any services or products provided by independently owned and operated franchisees are not provided by, a�liated with or related to Sotheby’s International       
Realty A�liates LLC nor any of its a�liated companies.     
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f       r       o       m               J       .       P       .               M       c       M       a       h       o       n               B       u       i       l       d       e       r       s       .             

       TIMELESS            ELEGANCE     

       327 S Oak street     

       6            BED ·            6.2            BATH ·            9,106            SQFT     

       $4,500,000     

       

•               3               C       a       r               G       a       r       a       g       e       
•               O       u       t       d       o       o       r               L       i       v       i       n       g               w       i       t       h               F       i       r       e       p       l       a       c       e       
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•               1       5       x       9               T       e       m       p       e       r       a       t       u       r       e               C       o       n       t       r       o       l       l       e       d               W       i       n       e               C       e       l       l       a       r       
•               C       o       m       m       e       r       c       i       a       l               G       r       a       d       e               O       t       i       s               E       l       e       v       a       t       o       r       

•               C       r       e       s       t       o       n               A       u       d       i       o       -       V       i       s       u       a       l               H       o       m       e               S       y       s       t       e       m       
•               H       o       m       e               T       h       e       a       t       e       r     
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