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First-grade classes at Elm School took to the stage to perform for their parents and fellow classmates Monday afternoon. One class 
performed “Goldilocks and the Three Bears,” and the other class performed “Three Billy Goats Gruff.” Students sang, read lines and 
performed during the concert. (Jim Slonoff photo)
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news
Parents want to keep varsity coach
Audience members ask that boys gymnastics program not be de-funded at Central

By Pamela Lannom
plannom@thehinsdalean.com

Supporters of the Hinsdale Central boys gym-
nastics program were out in force at the Hinsdale 
High School District 86 Board meeting last week, 
upset about plans to cut the gymnastics coaching 
positions at Central.

Speakers at the May 9 meeting objected to 
the proposal as part of a move to combine the 
Hinsdale Central and Hinsdale South boys 
gymnastics programs for the next three years. A 
large crowd of parents and students joined Lena 
Theotikos, mom of senior gymnast Nikolas, at the 
microphone after she invited the team’s support-
ers to join her. She noted that none of her chil-
dren will be affected by the decision, as Nikolas 
is her youngest.

“It affects a lot of students to come and that’s 
why I’m here,” she said.

Joining the no-cut team was a great experi-
ence for her son after starting high school online 
during COVID.

“The program was amazing for him, sending 
many of its participants to state as individuals 
and as a team,” she said. “Gymnastics gives this 
opportunity to everybody. As a no-cut sport, it is 
inviting to anyone willing to put the time in.”

She said after the IHSA last year changed the 
classification of boys gymnastics to an “emerg-
ing” sport and no longer offering a state tour-
nament series, she asked athletic director Mike 
Jezioro about the sport’s future and was told it 
would not be changing. 

She said she did not object to combining the 
teams, but to having only one coach available to 
work with the boys.

Kristin Ashby, mom of junior gymnast Kyle, 
asked why the IHSA decision determines the fate 
of the coaching staff at Central and brought up 
the district’s decision to add a girls flag football 
team next year.

“I’m in favor of funding new sports, but not 
at the expense of eliminating current ones,” she 
said.

Kristen McDaniel, mom of sophomore gym-
nast Brady, echoed points made by other speak-
ers, then focused her comments on how the deci-
sion has been communicated, citing an “absolute 
lack of transparency.”

“We did not find out until a few weeks ago that 
it was on the chopping block,” she said, noting 
that parents lost a year of working together to find 
a solution and secure funding. “We weren’t even 
going to be told about it until after the season was 
over.”

McDaniel acknowledged that the decision lies 
in the hands of administrators, not board mem-
bers, while asking them to consider funding a 
coach for Central and new uniforms if the two 
schools’ teams are to be combined.

“These boys deserve better,” she said. “Our 
district deserves better. I know it is not all in your 
hands but anything that you can do to work with 
administration to make this happen for all of the 
boys here and those to come, I would greatly 
appreciate it.”

Chris Kujalowicz, who competed on the Central 
boys gymnastics team all four years before grad-

uating in 2016, said Central’s facilities are among 
the best in the country, as is coach CJ Johnson.

“This caliber of expertise is unheard of at the 
high school level, and many NCAA programs 
would be lucky to have half of this talent,” he said.

Board members weren’t scheduled to discuss 
the program, but Jeff Waters requested the agen-
da be amended to include a conversation.

“I’m just dumbfounded that we aren’t mak-
ing decisions that are student-focused and stu-
dent-driven,” he said. “There’s absolutely no 
reason we can’t do something better than what 
we’re looking at tonight.”

Board member Peggy James noted, as did 
some speakers, that the Illinois High School 
Gymnastics Coaches Association has agreed to 
help with training, certifying judges and provid-
ing meet opportunities.

“It’s not just that it’s going away and there’s 
no opportunity for these gymnasts,” she said. “I 
would love to see the consideration that there 
might be something that could be done.”

Central Principal Bill Walsh said administra-
tors are treating gymnastics as they have other 
emerging sports in the past, such as lacrosse and 
rugby.

“When they were emerging sports, we gave 
them the time, the space and the place but didn’t 
fund the stipends for the coaches,” he said.

“I’m not looking to drop gymnastics. That’s not 
my proposal, that’s not athletic director Jezioro’s 
and it was never former athletic director Dan 
Jones’ proposal. The question is at what level 
District 86 wants to fund it,” he added later in the 
meeting.

Walsh estimated running the program at both 
campuses with a head coach and assistant coach 
for each would cost $55,000 to $70,000. Board 
President Cat Greenspon asked if those num-
bers could be discussed at a finance committee 
meeting. 

Later in the meeting, Waters cast the sole vote 
against a package of coaching stipend changes, 
including $11,757 for a new girls flag football 
coach.

Swastikas found at Hinsdale Middle School
Swastikas drawn in pencil were discovered 

in two separate incidents in the span 15 days at 
Hinsdale Middle School.

The first was discovered April 25 on a bath-
room wall, and the second, drawn on a music 
stand, was reported by students Friday. 

“This symbol of hate and intolerance has no 
place in our community, and I am disappointed 
by its presence at our school,” HMS Principal 
Cory Burke wrote in an email to parents Friday. 
“I want to assure you that I am taking this inci-
dent very seriously and am working diligently to 
investigate and address the situation.

“I am proud of the students who came for-
ward today,” she added.

Burke sent parents an email after the first inci-
dent as well.

“Actions, symbols, or language that exclude or 
demean others will not be tolerated,” she wrote 
April 25. “We are taking every step to ensure 
that we identify the student and issue appropri-
ate consequences. Since we are a community, 
please take this opportunity to speak with your 
student about the impact that an act of vandal-
ism such as this can have on HMS.”

The school had planned to hold assemblies 
with a presentation called “Hate Has No Home 
Here,” which focus on identifying hateful behav-
ior and empowering students to report it to a 
trusted adult, before the first incident occurred, 

said Jeffrey Alstadt, director of communications 
who oversees safety efforts in the district.

“We are going to continue to be transpar-
ent and use moments like this as teachable 
moments, because at the end of the day, our 
kids are great,” he said.

He also expressed gratitude for the partner-
ship the district has with the Hinsdale Police 
Department, which was notified of the inci-
dents.

Parents also received emails from Burke last 
week and this week about a report of a threat 
made by a student. An investigation uncovered 
no credible threat.

— by Pamela Lannom

Speakers cited the new Krupicka Gymnastics 
Gym in their arguments to save the varsity 
boys gymnastics coaching position. (file 
photo)
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Incentive program finds willing market
Village program to encourage preservation of vintage homes is already leaving its legacy

By Ken Knutson
kknutson@thehinsdalean.com

Historic homes in Hinsdale 
that in the past might have 
fallen victim to the wrecking 
ball are being saved thanks to 
village measures to promote 
preservation.

The historic overlay dis-
trict established in 2022 and 
the voluntary incentives like 
zoning relief and matching 
grant funds that go with dis-
trict eligibility have persuaded 
a number of homeowners to 
remodel rather than raze, offi-
cials attest.

“It seems like the zon-
ing relief in and of itself was 
enough, in some cases, to get 
people to make the decision 
to keep (the home) rather 
than scrape it,” said Robb 
McGinnis, the village’s build-
ing commissioner and direc-
tor of community develop-
ment.

The measures have altered 
the landscape for sellers, too, 
he added.

“An unintended benefit of 
this program is people that 
would have otherwise just 
let their house go, assuming 
that it was going to get demol-
ished, are choosing to reinvest 
in it,” McGinnis said.

Letting prospective buyers 
know during the house hunt-
ing process about access to 
regulatory latitude to improve 
a vintage home can be a pow-
erful marketing point.

“If somebody’s spending the 
better part of $2 million on a 
project, they want to remove as 
many question marks up front 
as possible,” McGinnis said. 
Village planner Bethany 
Salmon said 85 properties to 
date have been approved for 
inclusion on the Historically 
Significant Structures List 
within the overlay district, 
which make them eligible for 
the incentives. Fourteen of 
those have been approved to 
receive incentives. 

“It’s been super-success-
ful,” she said, noting appli-
cants have saved anywhere 
from a few hundred dollars 
to almost $20,000 in build-
ing permit fee waivers. “That 
in itself is a huge savings for 
some of these owners.” 

The most recent ones were 
greenlighted by the historic 
preservation commission at 
a special meeting Monday. 
Commissioners approved 
a building permit fee waiv-
er, expedited processing, 
a property tax rebate and a 
matching grant for exterior 

improvements to the 1894-era 
home at 111 N. Lincoln St., 
and a property tax rebate and 
matching grant in connection 
with an addition to the 1929-
built home at 24 E. Eighth St.

McGinnis said those 
inducements tilt the scales 
more toward modernizing 
an existing home, which is 
generally a more complicat-
ed undertaking than building 
new. 

“Those floor plans from 
those houses that were built 
100-plus years ago don’t really 
lend themselves to some of 
the more open floor plans that 
you’ve got today,” he said.

Several years ago officials 
contemplated imposing a 
temporary moratorium on 
teardowns after a spate of 
architectural specimens came 
down. The idea was not well 
received by the community.

“That kind of set the ball 
in motion on the carrot side” 
rather than wielding punitive 
sticks, McGinnis said.

Salmon acknowledged that 
people may confuse joining 
the overlay district list with 
landmarking, a more restric-
tive designation.

“We’ve created a complete-
ly separate program,” she 
said. 

Having several local real 
estate agents go through their 
own overlay district-related 
projects has produced some 
influential program evange-
lists.

“We are relying a lot on 
word-of-mouth by people so 
that they can testify that it’s a 
great program, it’s been really 
easy to go through and they’ve 
gotten great benefits out of it,” 
Salmon said.

Speaking to a visitor at 
Monday’s HPC meeting, 
commission Chairman John 
Bohnen indicated the incen-
tive package furnished offi-
cials with an important set of 
tools in the heritage-protect-
ing effort. 

“We can literally recom-
mend and allow waivers of 
certain elements of the zoning 
code to accommodate modi-
fications to these older homes 
to make them be more livable 
and hopefully last much lon-
ger in the community,” said 
Bohnen, a longtime preserva-
tion advocate.

Salmon said the village’s 
incentive program was the 
subject of article in a national 
publication, turning Salmon 
and the village into a kind of 
vanguard on the issue.

“I’ve talked to people 

from Texas, New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania,” she said, “and 
all of them do want to take an 
approach, it seems, of telling 
people what to do in a bind-
ing, regulatory manner. And 
we haven’t really taken that 
approach.”

Instead, she said, the vil-
lage, which is non-home rule 
with limited ability to control 
development, is signaling that 
historic preservation is a high 
value in the community and 
that officials are ready and 
willing to support those who 
want to align with it. 

“It’s meant to show people 
that preservation is not just 
keeping your house as a muse-
um. It can be modernized,” 
she said. “As we have more of 
those projects come through, 
then people can actually see 
(how it can be done).

“We keep encouraging peo-
ple to get on the list early,” she 
continued, “way before you’re 
even thinking about a project, 
because then you won’t have 
to take that step later on.”

news

n robbins remade
This is the third in a
four-part series on

changes in the National
Register Historic District.

These neighboring homes on South Park Avenue show the diverse archi-
tecture in town. The 1898-built residence on the right was recently 
granted incentives, including zoning relief and permit fee waivers under 

a village program encouraging homeowners to make improvements to 
historic homes while preserving their exterior appearance. (Jim Slonoff 
photo)

mailto:kknutson@thehinsdalean.com
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MEETING ROUNDUP

Hinsdale Village Board
7 p.m. Tuesday, May 21
Memorial Building
19 E. Chicago Ave.
www.villageofhinsdale.org

Hinsdale High School District 86 Board

Among other business May 9, board members:

• approved the final school year calendar for 2023-24, remov-
ing the five emergency days and setting the last day of student 
attendance day as May 31

• acknowledged district retirees, including Myles Laffey and 
siblings Anna and Marvin Breig

• encouraged administrators to finish the proposal for an 
off-campus lunch pilot at Hinsdale South for seniors for the 
2024-25 school year. Hinsdale Central Principal Bill Walsh said 
Central is interested in running a similar pilot but will wait to 
see how it works at South.

• agreed to continue with current board committee assign-
ments for the 2024-25 school year. “I’m not opposed to giving 
up committee assignments if some would like to take extra on,” 
said board President Cat Greenspon, who sits on five of the 
seven board committees. No one volunteered to add to their 
responsibilities.

Community Consolidated District 181 Board

Among other business Monday, board members:
• hired Erica Ekstrom as assistant superintendent of stu-

dent services. Ekstrom has most recently served as executive 
director of special education at Community Unit District 200 
in Wheaton-Warrenville. Ekstrom holds master’s degrees in 
educational leadership and in special education. “I am com-
mitted to working collaboratively with the board of education, 
administration, staff, parents and community to ensure that 
all students have the opportunity to succeed in a supportive 
learning environment for all students,” she said in a statement. 
Ekstrom starts July 1. 

• heard an update on full-day kindergarten construction 
projects at six of the elementary schools. Mike Duggan, direc-
tor of facilities, told board members that he and his team are 
making good progress on requests for information, submittals 
and selections of materials while continuing to review and 
minimize any change orders. No impediments or delays have 
come up, but buried power lines at Monroe and Oak schools 
do need to be relocated by ComEd in order to complete project 
work this summer. Full-day kindergarten will launch with the 
2025-26 school year.

• listened to a report that the district’s class of 2023 is perform-
ing as well or better than students from other Hinsdale Central 
High School feeder districts, with most D181 alums earning 
A’s or B’s in English, math, social studies, science and world 
language courses as freshmen. Fifty-one percent of the former 
D181 students participated in at least one AP exam, with 30 
percent taking three or more AP exams. And 83 percent of D181 
graduates currently enrolled at Hinsdale Central participate in 
at least one extra curricular activity.

ATTENTION DOG LOVERS!

Does Your Mutt Strutt?
Enter the 2024 “Regarding Rainey” Love & 2nd Chances Runway!!

 
Doggy “Models”, Participants, Sponsors & Volunteers Needed!

Call or Text Ramona (630) 991-38347
Facebook: Regarding Rainey

REGISTER YOUR DOG TO WALK THE RUNWAY!
• Send a cool photo to regarding.rainey@gmail.com

• Submit $45 entry fee and Fashion Show Entry Form

Regarding Rainey Dog Foundation
Love & 2nd Chances Non-Profit

DOG FASHION SHOW
JUNE 29, 2024 • 10AM-3PM

Hinsdale Community House
415 W. 8th St., Hinsdale

GREAT CAUSE! GREAT EVENT! GREAT TIME!

Proceeds raised will go to the future “Duke’s Doggy Den” and pet wellness & rights.

Donate to  
“Bikes for Military Kids”2024 

 

Hinsdale Rotary will once again co-sponsor a “Bikes for 
Military Kids” program with USO of Illinois and the 

Community House of Hinsdale. 
This year’s program will occur on Saturday, May 18th,  

Armed Forces Day in the USA 
Help Hinsdale Rotary Pay for the Cost  

Of 70 Bikes and 70 Helmets 
Go to this site: 

https://tinyurl.com/4dawbc49 

Or send $80 for bike/helmet to: 
The Hinsdale Rotary Foundation 

PO Box 395 
Hinsdale, IL 60522 

Or - Use the below QR code: 

Donate to  
“Bikes for Military Kids”2024 

 

Hinsdale Rotary will once again co-sponsor a “Bikes for 
Military Kids” program with USO of Illinois and the 

Community House of Hinsdale. 
This year’s program will occur on Saturday, May 18th,  

Armed Forces Day in the USA 
Help Hinsdale Rotary Pay for the Cost  

Of 70 Bikes and 70 Helmets 
Go to this site: 

https://tinyurl.com/4dawbc49 

Or send $80 for bike/helmet to: 
The Hinsdale Rotary Foundation 

PO Box 395 
Hinsdale, IL 60522 

Or - Use the below QR code: 

NEXT WEEK

Engagement 
and Wedding Annoucements... 
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OAKBROOK CENTER | WOODFIELD MALL

SHOW HIM YOU CARE
THIS FATHER’S DAY

news

D181 board OK’s tentative spending plan 
The $78 million budget for next fiscal year includes a healthy surplus, significant projects

By Ken Knutson
kknutson@thehinsdalean.com

The Community Consolidated 
Elementary District 181 Board 
approved a tentative 2025 operating 
budget of $77.8 million Monday night, 
just about $4 million more than the 
current year’s total forecast expenses.

Mindy Bradford, assistant superin-
tendent of business and operations, 
presented the proposed spending 
plan, reporting that revenues are pre-
dicted come in at $86.7 million. 

Salaries and benefits constitute the 
single biggest expense at $61.8 million. 
Bradford said the budget accounts for 
the raises in the new teachers con-
tract approved last November and 
also includes a bump for health insur-
ance costs.

“Benefits are budgeted to reflect a 
9 percent increase due to anticipat-
ed health care increases,” Bradford 
explained in her board memo.

The capital improvement plan calls 
for $2.3 million in summer projects, 
$3.4 million for work on the new dis-
trict office and $13.2 million for full-

day kindergarten. Later in the meeting 
the board authorized the sale of $18 
million in general obligation bonds to 
cover construction costs at six of the 
elementary schools to accommodate 
full-day kindergarten beginning with 
the 2025-26 school year. 

The district also will spend $950,000 
on textbook adoption and $900,000 
on technology. Base school alloca-
tions, which each school receives to 
cover activities, were increased by 5 
percent to $131.25 per student after 
having been at $125 the last several 
years. 

“That works out to about $40,000 
to $50,000 per school,” Bradford said. 
“That just helps form the basis of the 
building budgets.”

On the revenue side, Bradford 
pointed out that roughly 90 percent 
of the operating budget, or $77.7 
million, is funded by property taxes. 
Corporate personal property replace-
ment tax receipts from the state are 
projected to decline to $960,000 after 
hitting $1.7 million in 2023. The fig-
ure was annually around $500,000 
for years before a spike during the 

pandemic.
Earnings on investments are 

expected to remain relatively flat at 
$1.7 million. Registration fees and 
federal and state aid also will remain 
largely unchanged. Bradford said the 
district will get firmer figures over the 
summer. A strong investment market 
will mitigate the loss.

“We’re lucky that (replacement tax) 
is a relatively small percentage of our 
overall revenues,” she said. “Because 
we’re seeing such strong results on 
our investment income, that helps 
offset that.”

Board member Sinead Duffy asked 
Bradford to provide more clarity in 
the budget documents regarding 
capital projects so residents could 
better distinguish which costs were 
earmarked for full-day kindergarten 
versus the district office project.

By June of 2025, the district’s year-
end operating fund balance is pro-
jected to be at $37.5 million, or 48.16 
percent of the operating budget. 
Under the board’s fund balance strat-
egy of keeping that figure between 30 
and 50 percent of the district’s total 

expenditures, Bradford expects the 
board to abate $2 million in taxes in 
connection with its 2024 property tax 
levy. 

The proposed budget is on display 
at the district office and will remain 
on display until the public hearing 
scheduled for June 17. Within 30 days 
of adoption, or no later than July 30, 
it must be filed with the clerks of 
DuPage and Cook counties and the 
Illinois State Board of Education.

Bradford, in her first year in the 
post, said she inherited a strong fiscal 
state of affairs.

“I think this district obviously has 
a history of that,” Bradford told The 
Hinsdalean, having highlighted at the 
meeting the district’s three straight 
meritorious budget awards from 
the Association of School Business 
Officials. “It really takes all of the staff. 
I think it’s impressive in terms of being 
able to provide the services that we do 
in a fiscally responsible manner.”

Board member Meg Cooper praised 
Bradford and her team for their work

“You do a tremendous job,” Cooper 
said.

mailto:kknutson@thehinsdalean.com


Page 8 • May 16, 2024 • The Hinsdalean

police beat
Hinsdale police released the following reports May 14.

Aggravated fleeing arrest

Nicholas M. Abraham, 30, 715 Justina St., Hinsdale, was 
arrested for felony aggravated fleeing and eluding, driving with 
a revoked license, driving on the wrong side of the road, four 
counts of disobeying a stop sign, speeding, driving without valid 
registration and operating an uninsured motor vehicle at 2:38 
a.m. May 7 in the 800 block of North Elm Street. The suspect 
fled from police on an electric motorized dirtbike when they 
attempted to stop him for traffic violations. He was located on 
foot in the 700 block of Justina Street and fled again from police, 
this time on foot. They took him into custody in the 800 block 
of Phillippa. He was charged and released to appear in court. 

Revoked license arrest

Russell R. Dusek, 38, 935 Victory Lane, Justice, was arrested 
for driving with a revoked license, unlawful display of registra-
tion, failure to reduce speed to avoid an accident, operating an 
uninsured vehicle, failing to report an accident to police and 
filing a false motor vehicle accident report at 1:51 a.m. May 7 at 
Grant and 55th streets. Police were dispatched to a single vehi-
cle crash report. The suspect abandoned his motorcycle and left 
on foot. When police located him, he gave a statement that did 
not match surveillance video of the crash. He was charged and 
released to appear in court.

Criminal trespass arrest

Richard D. Martinez, 35, 610 The Lane, Hinsdale, was arrest-
ed for criminal trespass to property at 9:09 a.m. May 8 for refus-
ing to leave McDonald’s, 935 N. York Road. He previously had 
been issued a trespass warning. He was charged and released 
to appear in court.

Property damage reported

• Someone spray painted graffiti in the men’s restroom at the 
Hinsdale Public Library, 20 E. Maple St., between 10 a.m. and 
1:30 p.m. May 7.

• A vehicle parked in the 200 block of Mills Street was 
scratched between noon and 2:30 p.m. May 4. The incident was 
reported May 11. 

Identity thefts reported

• Someone gained access to the rewards account of a resident 
of the 400 block of North Vine Street and made a fraudulent 
transaction May 3. The incident was reported May 7. 

• A cellular phone account was opened using the identity of 
a resident of the 300 block of East Third Street on May 3. The 
incident was reported May 10.

Change purse stolen

A change purse belonging to a patron of the Hinsdale Public 
Library, 20 E. Maple St., was stolen after she briefly left it hang-
ing on a chair at 5:50 p.m. May 9.

Arrests do not constitute conviction of a crime, and individuals 
listed here should be presumed innocent until proven guilty. If 
charges are dismissed or reduced or the accused is found not 
guilty, he or she can contact The Hinsdalean at news@thehins-
dalean.com to provide us with documentation. Information will 
be updated online and in the next issue of the paper.

American Legion Post 250 
is hosting a

SHREDDING 
EVENT

Saturday, June 1, 2024
8:30am-11:30am

Hinsdale Village Hall - 20 E. Maple

Cash or check donations to American Legion Post 250 
are accepted for shredding. 

Post 250 is a registered Illinois Non Profit Corporation and a 
Federally Chartered 501 (C) 19 Veterans Organization.

When Ben Fuller platted Fullersburg in 1851 he set aside land for a cemetery, which 
he donated to the community. Fullersburg Cemetery is located on the north end of 
Garfield Street, between Maumell Street and Fuller Road in Hinsdale. 

The cemetery is the final resting spot for many of the founders of Fullersburg and 
Hinsdale. The oldest stone marks the grave of 
Ben Fuller’s mother, Candice Fuller, 1847.  

The cemetery is also noted as a resting place for 
many of the area’s Civil War soldiers. In 2016, three 
unmarked Civil War veterans’ graves were given 
headstones including John Andre, a Confederate 
soldier, who also was honored for his service.

Fullersburg Historic Foundation Presents

Fullersburg Cemetery
Historic Flag Raising and 

Memorial Day Walking Tour
(Take Garfield North to Cemetery)

H H H H H H H H H H H H

Monday, May 27, 2024
12:00 noon

What’s in a name?
OUR NAME SAYS IT ALL...

The Hinsdalean
One town. One paper.

mailto:news@thehins-dalean.com
mailto:news@thehins-dalean.com
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Madison School’s Nancy 
Kramer may lead a sec-
ond-grade class, but her han-
dle among students references 
her other pursuit: the Dog 
Teacher.

“Because I foster dogs and 
train dogs and rescue dogs,” 
she explained. “My world is 
dogs.”

After 35 years, Kramer is 
leaving the world of elemen-
tary education. She admits 
her farewell tour leading up to 
retirement has been emotional 
at times, but light on packing 
since she was able to clean 
out her three decades worth of 
stuff last spring following her 
final run in fourth grade.

“This year I’m pretty much 
organizing all of the materials 
for next year’s second-grade 
teacher,” Kramer said. 
“Thankfully I don’t have to try 
to get rid of everything now. I 
donated thousands of books to 
SCARCE (recycling organiza-
tion) last year.”

The child of a teacher, 
Kramer as teen was drawn to 
youth development.

“During high school I 
became a camp counselor. At 
church I was a Sunday school 
teacher, even at age 14 and 
15. I have always known that 
I wanted to be with kids,” she 
said.

She knew she’d reached a 
career milestone when one her 
former fourth-grade students 
came back as her substitute. 

“That was really cool,” 
Kramer recalled. 

Aside from a 7-year stint at 
The Lane, Madison has been 
home for Kramer. The process 
of going through her carefully 
preserved lesson archives rein-
forced how closely she identi-
fies with the profession.

“It’s who you are and you’re 
attached to it, and everything 
you touch holds a memory,” 
she said.

She fondly recalled the Ellis 
Island simulation in which 
students dressed up as immi-
grants of the late 18th century.

“They got to experience 
what it was like going to a 
strange country, and we would 
speak to them in a made-up 
language so that they didn’t 
understand what we were 
saying about them. We would 
send them to doctors, and 
they’d have to stand in line 
forever,” Kramer recounted.

She faithfully gave her stu-
dents a keepsake book at the 
end of each year “so the chil-
dren have all of their writings 
from the year,” she said.

Kramer cited a past student 
who had struggled with writ-
ing in third grade. Years later 

he came back to visit.
“He said, ‘I became a law-

yer, and writing is my favorite 
thing to do’,” she recounted.

Bringing enthusiasm and 
an openness to kids’ unique 
learning styles have been hall-
marks of Kramer’s approach. 
And she’s remained a student 
herself.

“I evolved in knowing and 
learning all the curriculums 
and preparing to meet (stu-

dents’) needs, and my knowl-
edge of teaching strategies 
and how to best reach them as 
learners,” she said.

Her livelihood even inspired 
her own kids.

“They wanted to be the stu-
dent getting the good grades. 
I never had to say, ‘Is your 
homework done?’ ”

Retirement will be full of 
dog-related activity, of course, 
as well as logging miles in a 

camper between her chil-
dren in Cape Coral, Fla., and 
Phoenix. 

Kramer encouraged begin-
ning teachers to let students 
know they care about their 
growth. 

“When they respect you and 
know that you have their best 
interest at heart, they want to 
work harder,” she said.

— story by Ken Knutson, 
photo by Jim Slonoff

IT’S TIME FOR SPRING CLEANING!
Power Washing Decks & Patios

Grill Cleaning • Gutter Cleaning • Lawn Mower Repair/Tuning
 Window Screen Repair • Power Washing • Garage Cleaning

Plumbing • Electrical • Landscaping & More!

IT’S TIME FOR SPRING CLEANING!IT’S TIME FOR SPRING CLEANING!IT’S TIME FOR SPRING CLEANING!IT’S TIME FOR SPRING CLEANING!IT’S TIME FOR SPRING CLEANING!IT’S TIME FOR SPRING CLEANING!

Call Today to Schedule! (630) 323-7750
35 E. First Street, Hinsdale  |  fullershh@gmail.com

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8am-5pm • Sat. 8am-4pm • Sun. Closed

■ “When they respect you and know that you have their best interest at 
heart, they want to work harder.” — Nancy Kramer

Teacher retires 
with memories

to treasure

NANCY KRAMER
GREW UP IN ARLINGTON HEIGHTS • HOLDS DEGREES FROM ILLINOIS STATE 
UNIVERSITY AND BENEDICTINE UNIVERSITY • MOTHER OF A DAUGHTER AND 
SON • TAUGHT IN UTAH FOR TWO YEARS

mailto:fullershh@gmail.com
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opinion

If you didn’t enjoy a meal outside during 
Hinsdale Restaurant Week in April (it was still 
pretty chilly), now is the time to enjoy one out-
doors. 

Al fresco dining has not always been part of the 
downtown Hinsdale landscape, but it was born 
of necessity during the pandemic in 2020. And 
Hinsdale residents, restaurateurs and officials 
found it to be a welcome addition.

The outdoor dining scene took another step 
forward in 2022 when the Hinsdale Village Board 
instituted new design standards for outdoor eat-
eries on public property.

Do you remember the white concrete jersey 
barriers that were the only thing separating din-
ing areas from car traffic? The concrete planter 
boxes look oh so much better. The uniform out-
door lights for restaurants that are open at night 
are charming, and the decks along Washington 
Street allow diners to enjoy their meals without 
worrying about their wine glasses sliding off the 
table. 

We applauded the village’s investment at the 
time, noting the money spent on planters, deck-
ing, landscaping and lighting was not covered by 
the application and per table fees that became 
part of the new program. Restaurants obviously 
also have made a financial investment to offer 
outdoor dining.

The only downside is the loss of a signifi-
cant number of parking spaces along First and 
Washington streets. Once Hinsdale Middle 
School is out for the summer, the spaces in that 
lot (above the parking deck) will be available for 
diners — or shoppers — to use.

We encourage residents to help make those 
investments pay off. The next time hunger pangs 
strike, head downtown and grab a table outdoors 
at one of these restaurants. Bon appetit!

First Street

• Fuller House, 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. Monday to 
Thursday, to midnight Friday and Saturday and 
to  10 p.m. Sunday

• Egg Harbor, 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. daily
• Nabuki, 11:30 a.m. to 9 p.m. Tuesday to 

Thursday, 11:30 a.m. to 10 p.m. Friday and 
Saturday, 4 to 9 p.m. Sunday and Monday

• Il Poggiolo, 11:30 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday to 
Saturday, 5 to 9 p.m. Sunday

• Altamura, noon to 7 p.m. Tuesday to 
Thursday, noon to 8 p.m. Friday, noon to 7 p.m. 
Saturday, 1 to 6 p.m. Sunday

Washington Street

• Vistro Prime, 4:30 to 9 p.m. Tuesday to 
Saturday, 4:30 to 8 p.m. Sunday

• Calle Cantina (formerly Que Miso), 3:30 to 
9 p.m. Monday to Thursday and Sunday, 3:30 to 
11:30 p.m. Friday and Saturday

• Toni Patisserie and Café, 7 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
Monday to Saturday, 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sunday

Train station

• Casa Margarita, 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. Sunday to 
Thursday, 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. Friday and Saturday

Village Place

• Café la Fortuna, 6 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday to 
Saturday, 8 a.m. to noon Sunday

• Giuliano’s, 4 to 9 p.m. Sunday to Thursday, 4 
to 10 p.m. Friday and Saturday

Grant Square

• Yia Yia’s, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. daily

Gateway Square
 
• Garden Berry Cafe, 6:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. daily

editorial

Spring the perfect time to enjoy al fresco dining

commentary

Catching up with ... Amy Owens
Amy Owens had undergone a 

cancer diagnosis, a total mastec-
tomy and chemotherapy when I 
first met her in 2007. 

She had generously agreed to 
meet with me once a month for a 
year as she recovered from a rare 
form of breast cancer, invasive 
triple negative ductile carcinoma, 
as part of our Making a Difference 
partnership with Wellness House.

I talked to her again in 
September 2009, about a year 
after my story was published and 
days before she celebrated her 
second year of being cancer-free.

I’ve kept tabs on Amy over the 
years, seeing her kids’ names 
appear in the paper (especially in 
2012 when her son was quarter-
back for the Red Devils) and occa-
sional photos of her popping up 
on Facebook. But we hadn’t met 
face-to-face for almost 15 years 
until last week.

We met at the Starbucks by 
Whole Foods on Ogden Avenue, 
where most of our interviews 
during 2007-08 took place. Her 
hair is longer than it was then (it 

was still growing out 
from her chemo treat-
ments) but she looked 
the same.

Of course her life is 
much different now. Her 
kids were 13, 10 and 7 
at the time the article 
ran in August 2008. Now 
they are 29, 26 and 23. 
All three have graduated 
from the University of 
Illinois and live in the 
city. Brian Jr., the oldest, 
got married about three years ago. 
Claire, the youngest, spent a year 
at home after college before mov-
ing out last week.

“That was it — the last hurrah,” 
Amy said. “Brian and I are on our 
own. The last one to actually leave 
was a little harder than we antici-
pated because now you know no 
one is coming back, and it’s been 
30 years that someone was in the 
home being taken care of.”

As her kids got older, Amy kept 
busy working with her interior 
design business, Two Spruce 
Girls, which she started with 

friend Jenn Freeman 10 
years ago.

“I just love it to death,” 
she said. “We go into 
people’s home and 
spruce up a particular 
room — they might 
want their family room 
done. We do it in a day. 
It’s similar to HGTV. We 
ask you to leave for the 
day.”

When the two aren’t 
on assignment (they 

handle about two clients a week), 
Amy plays paddle tennis, takes 
Pilates classes and participates in 
a book club.

“I feels like there’s never a dull 
moment, that’s for sure,” she said. 
“My weeks go by very quickly.”

She and Brian also love to trav-
el, and have made recent trips to 
Florida, Arizona and New York.

I enjoyed hearing about all the 
great things going on her life. But 
eventually I had to ask the ques-
tion I was most afraid to ask. Amy 
responded that she has been can-
cer-free for 16 years.

“Honestly, until you contacted 
me, I don’t think of it much,” she 
said. “But I think I need to be 
sometimes more grateful — not 
grateful, just remember what I 
went through and that I’m here 
and that life is good.

“You may think about it every 
day after it first happened. Then 
it becomes a week and then it 
becomes a month. Now I’m 
grateful that my life is just moving 
forward and I closed that chapter 
behind me.”

Annual mammograms can be 
an occasion for fear to creep in, 
she acknowledged. And special 
celebrations — like graduations 
or her son’s wedding — give her 
pause. 

“It’s like those moments, the 
weddings and things like that, 
that’s when I think about it,” Amy 
said. “I could cry. You’re just so 
happy to be here.”

I’m so happy she’s here, too.
— Pamela Lannom is editor of 

The Hinsdalean. Readers can 
email her at plannom@thehins-

dalean.com. 

Pamela Lannom

mailto:plannom@thehins-dalean.com
mailto:plannom@thehins-dalean.com
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guest commentary

Chasing totality 
in all its forms

Last month my 
husband and two 
of our kids went 
to Ohio to visit 
family and be in 
the “zone of total-
ity” for the solar 
eclipse. It was 
difficult for our 
middle daughter, 
a high schooler, 
and me, to take 
a day away from 
school and work. We had a 
memorable experience here. 
We put on protective glasses 
and had all sorts of fun with 
coworkers and friends. It 
was great.

But when I saw the photos 
and heard accounts from my 
parents’ backyard in Ohio 
with everyone together as 
the sky went dark and the air 
got colder, I wished I could 
have been there. I was fasci-
nated with how porch lights 
automatically came on and 
the neighbors cheered over 
fences. Like a wonder struck 
child, I couldn’t get enough 
of the stories, “tell me again 
about the lighting”. They 
described a sensation of 
seeing sunlight out on the 
horizon, like a sunset in all 
directions, where totality 
ended.

“That’s where we were,” 
I sighed, “where totality 
ended”. To be fair, we were 
at 94 percent magnitude 
here in Hinsdale and it was 
awesome. But the minutes 
of full darkness, the ener-
gy and feel of it all has me 
intrigued and committed to 
chasing totality the next time 
around, several decades 
from now.

As luck would have it, 
I don’t have to wait long 
for the next natural phe-
nomena. The cicadas are 
emerging! And, for the first 

time in 221 years, 
parts of Illinois will 
have two broods at 
once.

With a sort of 
laugh or cry spirit 
— and still craving 
eclipse totality — 
I’ve decided to 
embrace the cica-
das. Yes, they’re 
loud, harmful to 
young trees and 

really pesky with their beady 
red eyes. Our dogs will eat 
them, our backyard bar-
becues will be ruined and 
our shoulders will become 
landing zones. And yet, I’m 
leaning in.

The cicadas, like the 
eclipse, help mark time. In 
a world that spins awfully 
fast, these patterns and 
rhythms served up by nature 
are anchoring. I like that it 
makes me remember the 
2004 cicadas when we lived 
in Washington, D.C. Snow 
plows were needed to clear 
streets and windshield wip-
ers to drive. It was our son’s 
first summer. I have a photo 
of him, in a stroller, next to 
a white picket fence covered 
with cicadas.

When I think of cicadas, I 
can feel that fleeting, sweet 
stage of life. We were new 
to parenthood, in our first 
house and living in the 
nation’s capital. As time 
marches on, I desperately 
want to etch each moment 
into my heart’s memory. 
If the cicadas provide the 
backdrop to this particular 
version of now, then I’m all 
for it. I’m chasing totality. 
Bring on Cicada Summer!

— Carissa Kapcar of 
Hinsdale is a contributing 

columnist. Readers can 
email her at news@thehins-

dalean.com. 

Requirements
• 250 words or fewer
• include writer’s name, 

address and daytime phone 
number

• documentation must be 
provided for numbers, statistics 
and other facts mentioned in 
the letter

• no form letters

Submission
• e-mail to news@thehins-

dalean.com
• fax to (630) 323-4220
• mail to The Hinsdalean, 

Letters to the editor, 7 W. First 
St., Hinsdale Il 60521

Questions?
Call (630) 323-4422

letters policy

cartoons

opinion

 Carissa Kapcar
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60 South Grant Street  |  Hinsdale, IL 60521  |  630.323-0275
www.sullivanfuneralhomehinsdale.com

Four Generations of 
Our Family Caring for 
Families Like Yours.

Since 1924.
Terrence M. Sullivan and Brian D. Sullivan

www.powellfuneraldirectors.com

Brian Powell, Sr.
Brian Powell, Jr.

Powell
Funeral
Directors
Caring for Hinsdale 
since 1979

Facilities available at:
7000 S. Madison St.

630.703.9131

Violet Marecek Broschka
Violet Marecek Broschka, 93, passed away 

May 3, 2024. 
Violet was born in 1931 in Berwyn to John 

and Christine (Chlapecka) Marecek.
As a Berwyn native, Violet graduated from 

Harrison High School in Chicago in 1948. She 
was a resident of Hinsdale since 1951. Violet 
lovingly and faithfully supported her husband 
in raising their three children and managing 
their wedding photography business. 

She gave generously of her time, service and 
resources to her family, whom she adored, and 
they adored her. 

She is survived by her husband of 73 years, 
Edward P. Broschka; her children, Gregory 

(Elizabeth) Broschka, Gwendolyn (James) 
Phillip and John (Valerie) Broschka; her grand-
children, Julie (Jonathan) Bromhead, James 
(Jane) Phillip, Christina (Tyler) Zschach, David 
(Caroline) Broschka, Natalie (Brett) Bush, 
Katherine Broschka, Jonathan Broschka and 
Allison Broschka; and her 12 great-grandchil-
dren.

She was preceded in death by her sis-
ters, Eleanor Marecek Hastings and Joanne 
Marecek Thoma. 

A funeral service was held May 5 at Sullivan 
Funeral Home in Hinsdale.

Interment was private at Abraham Lincoln 
National Cemetery in Elwood.

Harry Erickson
Harry Edward Erickson, 88, of 

Hinsdale, formerly of Crete, died May 
9, 2024.

He graduated from Bloom High 
School in 1953, and attended Milliken 
University, where he was a member of 
the Tau Kappa Epsilon fraternity.

Harry worked for General Electric in 
Hobart, Ind., and was a private accoun-
tant on the weekends. He later worked 
as a marketing manager for Middleby 
Toastmaster and took classes at Northwestern 
University at night. In his later years, he was a 
consultant who modernized police equipment 
for Federal Signal.

He was a devoted husband, father, grandfa-
ther and brother. He was known for his love of 
Jesus Christ and his family. His children and 
his grandchildren were his treasures. He loved 
playing games, riding bikes or reading to them. 
He dedicated his time to writing an email ser-
mon every week without fail for almost eight 
years to encourage his family to keep their 
faith in God. His legacy is a published book of 
these sermons called “Turning Right with GPS, 
God’s Perfect Solution.” He was instrumen-
tal in developing and implementing spiritual 
growth plans for his church, Trinity Lutheran, 
where he was a member for over 65 years.

He adored his wife, Marlene, and 
enjoyed their life together. His favorite 
pastime was golf, but he also enjoyed 
bowling and swimming. He enjoyed 
traveling to many countries in Europe 
and many states in the US, and loved 
Hawaii. He was an avid reader, whose 
favorite book was the Bible. He also 
enjoyed reading Joel Rosenberg and 
mystery novels. He was a skilled handy-
man and was a hard worker all his life.

Harry was preceded in death by his wife of 65 
years, Marlene, nee Peterson.

He is survived by his children, Cathy (Bill) 
Merchantz; and Richard Erickson; his grand-
children, Christopher and Victoria Merchantz 
and Ben and John Erickson; his siblings, Donald 
(Kathleen) Erickson and Sandra Michaels; and 
his nephew, Jason.

Visitation is from 10 to 11 a.m. Friday, May 
17, at Trinity Lutheran Church, 1393 Elizabeth 
St., Crete. A funeral service will follow at 11 
a.m., with a luncheon afterward.

Interment will be at Trinity Lutheran 
Cemetery in Crete.

Memorial donations may be made online to 
Trinity Lutheran Church at www.trinitycrete.
org.  Crete Funeral Home handled the arrange-
ments.

Jolanta Soares
Jolanta “Jola” Soares, 59, of Clarendon 

Hills, formerly of Hinsdale, died 
peacefully April 27, 2024, at UChicago 
Medicine AdventHealth Hinsdale due 
to cancer.

She was born in 1964 in Warsaw, 
Poland, to Helena and Stanley Ptak.

Jolanta was a tough, bright, funny 
and highly independent woman. She 
was a force of nature, and nothing came 
in her way once she made up her mind.

Jola came to Chicago from Warsaw not 
speaking a word of English in 1987. She quickly 
learned English and graduated at the top of her 
class at the University of Illinois in computer 
science. That led to a long career in technology 
in the financial services industry, including 
stints at CNA Insurance, JP Morgan Chase and 
most recently at PNC Bank. She was also an 

award-winning painter and artist with 
multiple exhibitions of her work at gal-
leries around the USA and in Europe.

Jola also was an expert beekeeper, 
gardener and someone who loved her 
art-filled home in Clarendon Hills. She 
lived in Clarendon Hills and Hinsdale 
for more than 12 years and was an 
involved member of the moms of 
Hinsdale Central, from which her son 

graduated in 2023. 
Jola is survived by her husband, Donald 

Soares; her son, Conrad; her parents, Helena 
and Stanley Ptak; and her brothers, Adam 
(Grazyna) and Slawek (Renata) Ptak.

A private celebration of life was held May 11 
in Clarendon Hills. 

Sullivan Funeral Home in Hinsdale handled 
the arrangements.

Erickson

Soares

www.thehinsdalean.com
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TIME TO
PLANT VEGETABLES!

5620 South Oak Street  |  Hinsdale 
1 block S. of 55th & 1 block W. of County Line Rd.

(630)-323-1085
www.verngoersgreenhouse.com

GIFT CARDS • DOOR COUNTY COFFEE
Hours:  Mon-Fri 8am-6pm; Sat 8am-5pm; Sun 10am-4pm

n

AnnuAls • PerenniAls 
Ground Covers • Herbs • veGetAbles 
troPiCAl PlAnts • HAnGinG bAskets 

Proven Winners • roses • ClemAtis • HydrAnGeAs 
suCCulents • boxWood • Gifts & déCor

Potting Soils • Mulches • Mushroom Compost
Fertilizers • Cast Iron Urns 
Ceramic & Terra Cotta Pots

 

Meridel A. Wesely
Meridel A. Wesely, nee Berola, 79, of 

Hinsdale, passed away May 10, 2024.
Meridel was born in 1944, in Sewickley, 

Penn., to John and Mary Berola. She was a 
descendant of Italian immigrants, some of 
whom had arrived in the country via Ellis 
Island in the early 1900s. 

After graduating as valedictorian of Moon 
Township High School, Meridel attended 
Bucknell University, where she majored 
in education, sang in the choir and was a 
sister in Alpha Chi Omega sorority. She earned her 
master’s from the University of Wisconsin Madison 
in educational psychology.

She met her husband, Marv Wesely, in a dining 
hall at the University of Wisconsin, by intentionally 
leaving her ID face-up on her lunch tray so that he 
could see her name. They married in 1968, then 
moved to Aberdeen, Md., where their first daughter 
was born. In 1973, they moved to Hinsdale, where 
their second daughter made them a family of four. 
Meridel lived in Hinsdale for the rest of her life, 
watching it transform and grow over the next 50 
years.

Meridel worked in Community Consolidated 
District 181 for 32 years as a school psychologist 
and coordinator of special education. She served 
and cared for district children and families, par-
ticularly the students with severe disabilities. She 
was a gifted administrator and she made cherished 
friends during that time. In later years, she wrote 
and performed parody tribute songs for district 
retirees. When she retired in 2006, she wrote her 
own song and performed it while accompanying 
herself on the ukulele.

Meridel was a loving, supportive and generous 
mother to her two daughters. As the years pro-
gressed, Meridel’s family grew, adding two sons-in-
law and two grandchildren. Her deep affection for 

her daughters extended easily to include 
newer members of the family.

When Marv passed away in 2003 at the 
age of 58, Meridel chose to live bravely and 
joyously with her grief, and she worked to 
carve a path forward.

After her retirement, she found new 
friendship and companionship; she sang, 
she danced, she traveled, she played golf, 
she walked and she enjoyed every minute 
of it.

She was an expert line dancing instructor and 
flash mob participant who attracted everyone’s eye 
as she boogied energetically and gracefully around 
the dance floor.

Meridel joined in almost any adventure with 
her family, walking miles through Disney World 
and around Paris. Meridel’s grandchildren were 
delighted by the fact that they could reference any 
popular song from the last century and she would 
immediately start to sing it, usually with dance 
moves. She was a sleeper agent when playing board 
or card games, often feigning indifference or confu-
sion until she swept in and won it all. 

She was preceded in death by her husband, Dr. 
Marvin L. Wesely.

She is survived by her daughters, Jennifer K. 
(Kevin Ingwersen) Wesely and Pamela M. 
(Matthew Arnold) Wesely; her grandchildren, 
Fiona and Malcolm Arnold; her sisters, Barbara 
(Robert) Swan and Carol Cercone; and many niec-
es and nephews.

Visitation is from 3 to 8 p.m. Thursday, May 16, 
at Sullivan Funeral Home, 60 S. Grant St., Hinsdale.

Family and friends will meet at 10 a.m. Friday, 
May 17, for a funeral Mass at St. Isaac Jogues 
Church, 306 W. Fourth St., Hinsdale.

Interment is at Bronswood Cemetery in Oak 
Brook.

Patricia Potter Williams
Patricia “Pat” Potter Williams, formerly of 

Hinsdale, passed away peacefully Feb. 15, 
2024, at her home in Asheville, N.C., with 
her husband and her children around her, 
after a year-long battle with cancer. She 
faced her illness, and its final outcome, with 
strength, courage and grace. 

Pat was always interested in learning 
something new and just as interested in 
passing that knowledge on to help someone 
else. She enjoyed playing pickleball and 
loved hiking, cycling on bike trails and line dancing. 
She made friends whatever she did and wherever 
she went. Among many others, she had a close 
group of friends who dated back to high school and 
even kindergarten. 

Pat was born in Woodville, Texas, to Stuart 
L. Potter and Olive A. Potter, but grew up in 
Edwardsville. After earning her degree in busi-
ness at the University of Illinois, Pat moved to 
Washington, D.C., where she worked for three years 
for the Federal Home Loan Bank Board. In DC, she 
met the man who would become her husband, 
Douglas Williams. Pat and Doug were married in 
South Bend, Ind., on Dec. 27, 1973. In 1974, they 
moved to Hyde Park to attend the University of 
Chicago, where she earned her MBA. After passing 
the CPA exam, she worked for Haskins & Sells, an 
international accounting firm, first in auditing and 
then in small business consulting. She left H&S to 
teach accounting at Loyola University in Chicago, 
then ran her own small business for a few years.

Pat and Doug moved to Hinsdale in 1981 before 
the birth of their three children. As the children 
grew up, Pat was actively involved in their schooling 
through PTAs and serving on the local school board. 
She encouraged and facilitated their participation 
in numerous sports and extracurricular activities, 

nurturing their talents, coaching their teams 
and rarely, if ever, missing a game or per-
formance. 

Pat also was active in local organizations, 
played tennis at a competitive level and also 
enjoyed golf in the summer and platform 
tennis in the winter. She handled all of the 
family finances and investments, to which 
her husband credits his ability to retire early.

In 2005, Pat and Doug retired to Asheville. 
They loved the freedom to travel in their 

retirement, often to visit family and friends. They 
especially loved Canada and eventually visited 
every province. They also loved to visit National 
Parks.

Pat was devoted to her family and doted on her 
grandchildren, so the most important annual trip 
was to gather everyone in a big house somewhere 
for the week of Thanksgiving. Pat was never happier 
than when all of her children and their spouses and 
grandchildren were together. 

Pat is survived by her husband of 50 years, Doug 
Williams; her children, Dan (Ashley Westrich) 
Williams, Katherine Williams (Justin) Mills and 
Philip (Lawrence Cuevas) Williams; and her grand-
children, Theo, Elliot, Faye, Nolan, Brynn and Lanai. 

Pat’s sister, Susan Potter, survived her, but passed 
away on March 6, 2024.

A celebration of Pat’s life will be held from 5 
to 8 p.m. Sunday, May 26, at the North Carolina 
Arboretum, 100 Frederick Law Olmsted Way, 
Asheville.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made online 
to the North Carolina Arboretum  at www.ncar-
boretum.org, the Asheville Botanical Gardens at 
www.ashevillebotanicalgardens.org or the Carolina 
Memorial Sanctuary at www.carolinamemorial-
sanctuary.org.
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Wesely

Williams

https://www.verngoersgreenhouse.com/
https://www.ncar-boretum.org/
https://www.ncar-boretum.org/
https://www.ashevillebotanicalgardens.org/
https://www.carolinamemorial-sanctuary.org/
https://www.carolinamemorial-sanctuary.org/
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Large Selection of Timepieces for Your Graduate

www.MyBella.com
7163 S Kingery Hwy. Willowbrook IL - (630) 455-1234 ~ Call or Text  ·  1149 Wilmette Ave. Wilmette IL - (847) 251-5000 ~ Call or Text 

What plants will 
cicadas put at risk?

Spring is always a busy time at 
the Morton Arboretum. Add in 
millions of emerging cicadas and 
the season’s to-do list gets excep-
tionally longer. 

“We’re doing a lot to prepare,” 
said Spencer Campbell, manag-
er of the plant clinic at Morton 
Arboretum in Lisle. He said work-
ers at the arboretum were busy 
throughout the first weeks of May 
wrapping hundreds of the arbo-
retum’s youngest trees to protect 
them from this year’s expected 
cicada brood. 

“It’s the same material used for a 
wedding veil or a tutu,” Campbell 
said of the fabric used to wrap the 
trees. 

While cicadas are harmless to 
mature trees, the breeding process 
can cause damage to smaller trees, 
Campbell said. Female cicadas 
prefer to lay their eggs in branch-
es that are ¼ to ½ inch wide. To 
do so, the cicada makes a small 
incision in the branch and places 
about 20 eggs inside. Because each 
female cicada can lay about 600 
eggs, one tree can be subjected to 

many small incisions. 
“All those small cuts can have an 

impact,” Campbell said. 
Insecticides may kill adult cica-

das but will not harm deposited 
egg masses, Campbell said. And 
because cicadas are a desirable 
food source for many animals and 
birds, insecticide use is not recom-
mended.

Instead, wrapping the trees in 
tulle is the best way to protect 
them, Campbell said. To deter-
mine whether a tree is vulnerable, 
measure the trunk’s diameter 4.5 
feet above the ground, Campbell 
said. If it is 2 inches or less, consid-
er wrapping the tree. 

Along with saplings, Campbell 
said homeowners should consid-
er wrapping woody plants such 
as hydrangeas, rose bushes and 
raspberry bushes. A video on the 
arboretum’s website at www.
mortonarb.org shows the simple 
process. 

Trees are vital to the entire life 
cycle of the cicada, Campbell said. 
Those tiny eggs, no bigger than a 
grain of rice, develop in the tree for 
six to 10 weeks before dropping to 
the ground, where they will feed 
on the tree’s sap until they emerge 
fully developed many years later. 

Some broods of cicadas remain 
underground for 13 years, while 
others stay there for 17. 

What the cicadas take while 
laying their eggs, they give back 
as fertilizer. Cicadas emerge from 
the ground wearing a hard shell 
known as an exoskeleton. Once 
discarded, the shells fertilize the 
tree, helping to ensure a healthy 
environment for the next emerging 
brood. 

Campbell said the cicadas are 
loud and might be seen as a nui-
sance to humans, but to wildlife, 
they provide an unexpected feast. 
The bugs are so abundant and 
nutritious, Campbell said, ani-
mals that eat them produce larger, 
healthier litters of offspring in the 
year to follow. 

“There absolutely are more pos-
itives than there are negatives,” he 
said.

Homeowners who are planning 
to protect their trees this time 
around have no time to waste. 
With soil temperatures rising and 
leaves on the trees, Campbell said 
the great cicada invasion of 2024 is 
imminent. 

“We’re getting close,” Campbell 
said. 

— by Sandy Illian Bosch

Spencer Campbell said he and other pro-
fessionals at the Morton Arboretum are 
watching carefully to learn all they can 
from this year’s cicada event. (photo pro-
vided)

https://www.mybella.com/
https://www.mortonarb.org/
https://www.mortonarb.org/
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MEMORIAL DAY
PROCESSION
R E M E M B E R  A N D  H O N O R

M a y  2 7 ,  2 0 2 4

Hosted by the Village of Hinsdale,
supporting the Hinsdale American
Legion Post 250

The Procession begins at 10am from 3rd Street, near Hinsdale Middle School. It
will head west to Washington and north on Washington to Memorial Hall. A

ceremony will follow the conclusion of the procession.

WE WELCOME VETERANS AND SCOUT TROOPS
TO PARTAKE IN THE PROCESSION. WE ALSO
ARE LOOKING FOR CONVERTIBLES TO HELP
HONOR OUR VETS. PLEASE CONTACT
MHAYES@VILLAGEOFHINSDALE.ORG
FOR MORE INFORMATION.

mailto:MHAYES@villageofhinsdale.org
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good news
GALA SUPPORTS
RMH CHARITIES	

The Ronald McDonald 
House Charities of 
Chicagoland and Northwest 
Indiana’s annual gala, Light 
the Way Together, raise more 
than $1.7 million to help con-
nect thousands of families a 
year with high-quality medi-
cal care and resources.

More than 800 guests were 
in attendance at the April 27 
event, held at The Geraghty in 
Chicago. 

Photos appear online at 
www.facebook.com/thehins-

dalean.

TEEN EARNS 
SCHOLARSHIP

Joy Shen of Hinsdale is 
one of 2,500 to earn a $2,500 
National Merit Scholarship.

National Merit $2,500 
Scholarship winners are the 
finalists in each state judged 
to have the strongest combi-
nation of accomplishments, 
skills and potential for suc-
cess in rigorous college stud-
ies. The number of winners 
named in each state is pro-

portional to the state’s per-
centage of the nation’s gradu-
ating high school seniors. 

STUFF THE SQUAD
A SUCCESS IN D181

The Stuff the Squad 
initiative in Community 
Consolidated Elementary 
District 181 collected 4,000 
pounds of food and supplies 
for HCS Family Services.

The district partnered with 

the Burr Ridge, Clarendon 
Hills and Hinsdale police 
departments in the effort.

UA STUDENT
HELPS COMMUNITY

Jonathan Kobus of 
Hinsdale was one of 24 
University of Alabama stu-
dents who spent a day clean-
ing up trash in Tuscaloosa’s 
Kaulton Park community.

Kobus is a member of 

LEADnxt, an initiative of UA 
Culverhouse Business LEAD 
program to empower, edu-
cate and enable the next gen-
eration of community leaders 
through service learning.

STUDENT-ATHLETE
among honorees

Luca Fischer of Hinsdale 
was among the 368 Lewis 
University student-ath-
letes honored for academ-

ic excellence on April 22 
with the Brother David 
Delahanty, FSC Award at the 
Convocation Hall located on 
the Romeoville Campus. The 
Delahanty Award recognizes 
Flyers who have maintained 
a cumulative GPA of 3.25 or 
above while balancing the 
demands of athletics and aca-
demics.

Fischer is playing soccer 
and studying biology at Lewis 
University in Romeoville.

THIS WEEKEND

Published and unpublished
photos are available online 

for viewing and 
for purchase at:

www.thehinsdalean.smugmug.com

Buy it.Buy it.

See it.See it.

Keep it.Keep it.

 

https://www.facebook.com/thehins-dalean
https://www.facebook.com/thehins-dalean
https://www.thehinsdalean.smugmug.com/
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pulse
Summertime soundtrack

Round up family and friends and soak in live musical performances nearby
The western suburbs will soon 

be alive with the sound of music. 
The season of live outdoor concert 
series is right around the corner, 
blending the joy of good tunes 
with the delight of summertime 
weather.

Watch future issues for more 
information on Hinsdaleans’ 
favorite summer concert series, 
Uniquely Thursdays. 

Here are a few others in the area 
to check out.

• Cantigny Park’s Summer 
Concert Series runs from 3 to 5 
p.m. Sundays from May 26 to Sept. 
1 (no concert June 23).

This concert is outdoors and 
features lawn seating. Guests are 
encouraged to bring chairs or 
blankets and picnics; a designated 
area will be reserved for guests 
with pop-up tents and canopies. 
House-smoked pulled pork sand-
wiches, beef brisket and hot dogs 
will be available for purchase, as 
well as cotton candy, popcorn, arti-
san candies and crêpes, and craft 
and domestic beers, wines, cock-
tails and soft drinks.

Internationally acclaimed tour-
ing star Brandon Bennett opens 
the series with “Elvis My Way” May 
26.

Admission is free but parking is 
$20.

Cantigny Park is located at 1S151 
Winfield Road in Wheaton. Visit 
www.cantigny.org for more infor-
mation.

• Enjoy tunes amidst the trees 
at Morton Arboretum’s Arbor 
Evenings concert series from 6 to 8 
p.m. Wednesday nights from May 
29 through Aug. 21.

Purchase drinks, ice cream, 
and menu items from a variety of 
food trucks, try your hand at lawn 
games and see spectacular sunsets 
from atop Frost Hill.

The band R-Gang will kick off 
the season on May 29; admission 
starts at 5:15 p.m. Tickets are $15 
and $5 for ages 2-12, and advance 
purchase is required.

The arboretum is located at 
4100 Route 53 in Lisle. Visit www.
mortonarb.org for tickets or more 
information.

• Burr Ridge’s Concerts on the 
Village Green will deliver free live 
musical entertainment from 7 to 
8:30 p.m. Thursdays from June 6 to 

Aug. 1 (no concert July 4).
Libido Funk Circus will open the 

series. Tickets are not required, 
and guests are permitted to save 
their space with chairs and blan-
kets starting at 6 p.m.

Concerts are held at Burr Ridge 
Village Center, 701 Village Center. 
Visit www.shopburrridge.com/
events for more information.

• The Westmont Park District 
presents its Summer Concert 
Series from 7 to 8:30 p.m. 
Wednesdays, June 19, July 17 and 
Aug. 21.

Guests are welcome to bring 
picnic baskets, lawn chairs and 
blankets to enjoy an evening of free 
outdoor entertainment.

The band Hoopla is first up, per-
forming classic rock from the ’60s 
through the ’80s at Ty Warner Park. 
800 Blackhawk Drive. Subsequent 
concerts will be held at different 
locations. Visit www.westmont-
parks.org/events/summer-spe-
cial-events for more information. 

• Head to the Brookfield Zoo for 
Roaring Nights from 6 to 10 p.m. 
Saturday, June 22, and Saturday, 
July 27. (Barenaked Ladies July 12 
is sold out.)

Celebrate the zoo’s 90th anni-
versary with performances by 
chart-topping groups The Fray 

June 22 and Gin Blossoms on July 
27. Several animal habitats will be 
open until 7 p.m., animal ambas-
sadors will be on hand on the East 
Mall between 6:30 and 7:30 p.m. 
and guests can take spin on the 
carousel until 7 p.m. and on the 
zoo’s anniversary Ferris wheel 
until 9 p.m. (extra fees apply)

Tickets are $45-$55, and every 
individual ticket purchased comes 
with free entry for one child age 12 
and under. Special VIP packages 
are available for some performanc-
es. 

The zoo is located at 8400 31st 
St. Visit www.brookfieldzoo.org/
roaringnights for tickets or more 
information.

• Get your feet moving to 
Clarendon Hills for the free 
Dancin’ in the Streets music series 
from 7 to 9 p.m. Wednesdays, June 
26 and July 10 through Aug. 7.

A beer tent will be set up, and 
guests are invited to visit local eat-
eries for tasty menu items. Chairs 
and blankets are encouraged.

Opening act The Wayouts will 
bring their vision of authentic 
1960s rock n’ roll for listeners to 
enjoy. 

The event takes place on South 
Prospect Avenue in downtown 
Clarendon Hills. Visit www.clar-

endonhillschamber.com for more 
information.

• Oak Brook Park District’s 
Summer Concert Series will be 
held at 6:30 p.m. Thursdays, July 11 
through Aug. 1.

The band Live Stream, playing 
’80s and ’90s music to get the audi-
ence moving and grooving, will 
headline the first of the free perfor-
mances on July 11.

The concerts will be held in 
Central Park, 1450 Forest Gate 
Road. Visit www.obparks.org for 
more information.

• College of DuPage’s Lakeside 
Pavilion reopens for the season 
with concerts Fridays, July 12 to 
Aug. 9, and Thursdays, July 18 and 
25.

Bring a blanket, lawn chair and a 
picnic. Food, beverages and a bar 
also will be available; outside alco-
hol is not permitted. Once capacity 
is reached, the park will close.

New Philharmonic will open the 
series with a pops concert July 12. 
Admission is free, but a food dona-
tion is appreciated to benefit local 
food pantries.

Lakeside Pavilion is located at 
425 Fawell Blvd. in Glen Ellyn. Visit 
www.atthemac.org for more infor-
mation.

— compiled by Ken Knutson

Revelers enjoy the atmosphere at a Dancin’ in the Streets events in Clarendon Hills, one of several local 
concert series. (photo provided)

https://www.cantigny.org/
https://www.mortonarb.org/
https://www.mortonarb.org/
https://www.shopburrridge.com/events
https://www.shopburrridge.com/events
https://www.westmont-parks.org/events/summer-spe-cial-events
https://www.westmont-parks.org/events/summer-spe-cial-events
https://www.westmont-parks.org/events/summer-spe-cial-events
https://www.brookfieldzoo.org/roaringnights
https://www.brookfieldzoo.org/roaringnights
https://www.obparks.org/
https://www.atthemac.org/
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WE OPEN EARLY!
Mon - Thurs 5:30 AM to 7 PM; Friday 5:30 AM to 12 PM; Saturday 7 AM to 12 PM

LOCATED IN GATEWAY SQUARE

777 N. YORK ROAD (Just south of Ogden off of York Rd.)

CALL TODAY! 630.432.2742
www.SparkHinsdale.com

A Semi-Private Personal Training 
Fitness Studio  

• Nutrition Coaching 
• Young Athlete Conditioning

SHAPE UP FOR SUMMER!

PULSE
FOR A CAUSE

■ Bikes for Military Kids
Through May 18
www.tinyurl.com/4dawbc49

Help support Hinsdale 
Rotary’s annual drive to pro-
vide new bikes and helmets to 
80 kids of active Illinois military 
members. The presentation of 
the bikes will take place May 18 
— Armed Forces Day — at The 
Community House. 

■ Candor Health Golf Outing
May 22
Willow Crest Golf Club
3500 Midwest Road, Oak 
Brook
www.candorhealthed.org/
events/golf-2024

Enjoy lunch, 18 holes of golf, 
games, prizes, dinner and a 
silent auction in support of 
health education that impacts 
more than 80,000 students 
annually in the Chicagoland 
area. Time: 11 a.m. warm-up, 
noon lunch, 1 p.m. shotgun 
start, 6 p.m. cocktails, dinner 
and silent auction. Cost: $385, 
$1,500 for a foursome. RR

          

GAME ON

■ Indoor Beginning Golf
Mondays, June 3-24
Madison School
611 S. Madison St.
www.villageofhinsdale.org/pr
(630) 789-7090

Kids ages 4-7 can learn the 
basics of the game using the 
SNAG method. Time: 4 to 4:50 
p.m. Cost: $42. RR

■ Jr. Basketball Camp
Mondays, June 3-24
Madison School
611 S. Madison Street 
www.villageofhinsdale.org/pr
(630) 789-7090

Kids ages 5-7 will learn the 
game and expand their skills, 
including dribbling, passing 
and shooting, in a noncompet-
itive environment. Teamwork, 
participation and good sports-
manship are stressed, and a 
game will be played at the end 
of each class. Time: 5 to 5:50 
p.m. Cost: $42.

GREAT OUTDOORS 

Please turn to Page 22

Joe Jencks and Deidre McCalla will perform in the May 18 finale of the Acoustic Renaissance 
Concert season at Unitarian Church of Hinsdale. See Page 26 for details. (photos pro-
vided)

https://www.sparkhinsdale.com/
https://www.tinyurl.com/4dawbc49
https://www.candorhealthed.org/events/golf-2024
https://www.candorhealthed.org/events/golf-2024
https://www.villageofhinsdale.org/pr
https://www.villageofhinsdale.org/pr
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B O L I N G B R O O K  •  G L E N O A K S  •  H I N S D A L E  •  L A  G R A N G E

Where you go for your cancer care is one of the 

most important decisions you’ll ever make.  

Now, feel confident in that decision while staying 

right here in the western suburbs. As a national 

leader in whole-person care, AdventHealth 

offers connections to the renowned cancer care 

experts at UChicagoMedicine. Find a dedicated 

partner for your individual cancer journey just 

down the road. 

CAN I GET ACCESS TO 
THE BEST CANCER CARE 
CLOSE TO HOME?”

NEVER WONDER.

“

To learn more, go to  
ChicagolandCancerCare.com.



PULSE
Tips for helping teens headed college or coming home

’Tis the season of college acceptanc-
es. Social media feeds are full of proud 
parents making announcements. 
Graduating high school is indeed an 
exciting time filled with anticipation 
of setting off into young adult life. Yet, 
teens are still Adults In Training. This 
time can be filled with as many highs 
and lows as prior teen years.

Recently, I’ve noticed more high 
school grads who head to college 
and return home before semester’s 
end, often to attend intensive mental 
health services due to extreme stress. 
They’re struggling emotionally, social-
ly and academically. Google shows 
several programs available for young 
adults experiencing Failure to Launch 
Syndrome (not an actual diagnosis). 
Some of them are geared specifically 
toward young men who, according to 
research, consider quitting college at 
a much higher rate than women and 
have been less likely to enroll in col-
lege at all for the last two decades.

Prior to the pandemic, teens were 
showing signs of struggle around the 
college trajectory as it exists today, 

which includes numerous 
tours, constructing a college 
“resume,” GPA angst and 
piling on AP classes. Several 
authors wrote about the 
trend of helicopter parent-
ing. During the pandemic, 
socializing with peers took 
on a new form, families 
struggled with new kinds of 
stress and real life experi-
ences as well as important 
milestones were altered or 
altogether missed. Many 
teens fared well while others 
had a difficult time resurfacing from 
developmental derailment, meaning 
they missed out on crucial tasks for 
growth due to the impact of trauma.

So, when to worry if your child 
seems stalled on the young adult 
path? Some young people simply need 
time and support around catching up 
on missed aspects of development 
while others may be experiencing 
deeper issues — such as mental health 
or substance abuse issues — that are 
keeping them stuck and require pro-

fessional attention.
Here are some ways to 

provide support:
• For teens heading to col-

lege, be sure they know how 
to access campus counseling 
services.

Encourage open com-
munication with your 
child whether it’s around 
exciting or disappointing 
news. This decreases the 
chance of learning late in 
the game your child hasn’t 
been attending classes and 

is depressed.
• If your teen has withdrawn from 

college due to extreme stress, be sure 
to support them in accessing mental 
health services not only to address the 
symptoms they’re experiencing, but to 
explore what led to the stress and cre-
ate a positive set of coping skills.

• When you have a teen who is 
hesitant to attend college or to return 
to school, normalize the struggle. If 
you’ve addressed deeper issues your 
child is having, consider that college 

can be an option at any time in life. It 
just may be in a more non-traditional 
manner.

Authors William Stixrud and Ned 
Johnson refer to college as “a very 
expensive four year party” if your 
child isn’t ready. There is valuable 
experience in other post-high school 
options, such as gap years including 
traveling or signing up for volunteer 
projects or working a full-time job. 
Continue to encourage development 
by having your teen take on responsi-
bilities where they will learn life skills 
and increase confidence.

It is difficult to witness your child 
struggle. It’s also hard to be the kid 
who is struggling, especially living in 
an area where pressure for success 
is high. Instead of failing to launch, I 
consider these young people as figur-
ing out how to do so.

— Alisa Messana of Hinsdale is 
a licensed clinical social worker 

and mental health consultant who 
serves as clinical supervisor at The 

Community House Counseling 
Center.

■  Yet, teens are still Adults In Training. This time can be filled
with as many highs and lows as prior teen years.

215 55th St. Clarendon Hills, IL           birches.net            630-789-1135

BIRCHES'
GRILL

GRILLED MEAT OR SMOKED?  BOTH!

WHEN?  ANY DAY WE WANT!

COST? INCLUDED!

Grilling Season has arrived!

Yes...this is life at The Birches.
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 Alis Messana
On mental health
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Ella Allanson
Anika Amin
Henry Andersen
Philip Arndt
Noor Azam
George Bacogiannis
Francisco Baltazar-Cobos
Juliette Barber
Matthew Barnes
Smith Barnum
Andrew  Bird
Cullen Bossey
Mia  Botha
Kinzie Broucek
Ben Brown
Kellen Brown
Angie Bruce
Bennett Brumley
Ivan Burt
Rohan Chidi
Robert  Chiperi
Aslan Choi
Ethan Choi
Isla Chow
Maddie Cordes
Henry Crabb

Eliana Cuttica
Milena Cuttica
James Dancer
Quentin Danford
Grace Davet
Mackenzie Decker
Aria DeCourcy
Henna Desai
Charlie Driscoll
Tanvi Dudani
Harper Ebong
Eva Ehmke
Frank Favia
Isabella Feng
Colin Fisher
Harper Fricilone
Henry Gawlak
Jack Gerrard
Melina Gong
James Griffin
Andrew Haak
Maeve Hanson
Juliette  Haried
Isabel Harnois
Lily Harting

Izzy Panveno
Sophia Papazov 
Elizabeth Patel
Esha Patel
Jemma Patel
Gavin Pequet
Miles  Perucki
Samuel  Peterson
Andrew Pimentel
Wolf Pohlenz
Chloe Poulos
Katrina Quan
Abby Qui
Eva Royer
Julie Sahlol
Allison Schaefer
Katherine Schaefer
Brooke Schieber
Fiona Duffy Schimpf
Mikey Schoenberger
Flora Shao
Henry Shedd
Amaya Shingala
Uliana Shvydkoy
Beatrice Skay

Banks Springer
Arie Striltschuk
Ayan Subramanian 
Abigail  Sun
Hugo Szymanski
Kiera Thorpe
Larissa Toro
Grace Tuthill
Laiba Umair
Vivienne Unke
Max  Urbanek
Serenity Vaden
Caroline Wagner
Heather Wang
Nathan Wang
Brayden Ward
Isaac  Weber
Katherine Witte
Fiona Wu
Caelyn Xiang
Mia  Yuan
Alessandra Zampini
Julianne Zayed
Colton Zeikus
Charlotte Zhong

Zoe Kozmic
Ella Kozys
Ben Kropf
Mila Kuc
Mia LaCrosse
Olivia Li
Catherine Liu
Kate Macri
Leighton Martin
Eli Mason
Londyn Matusiewicz
Nora Mehta
Alexis Mitchell
Graham Moody
Alton Moore 
Henry Morris
Francis Morrissey
Diya Mungara
Emi Murphy
Lily Nelson
Ava Nolan
Rebecca Nordby
Alexander Osanloo
Alice Pan
Anya Panchal

Melanie Hayden
Caroline Hendrie
Maxwell Hewitt
Eleanor Hiilegass
Dylan Ho
Olivia Hooper
Alexandra Hunstad
Avery Hunter
Harper Ilekes
Grace Jiang
Natalie Jiang
Sophie  Jiang
Ryan Kang
Eleanor Kanter
Charlie Karstens
Alyana Kassar
Joe Kearney
Anaya Khaja
Noah Khalil
Yahia Khalil
Nora Kienzler
Elise Kim
Mason  Kim
Greta Klein
Wally Konsoer

Congratulations 2024 Artists

See the Show at www.d181foundation.org
Accompanied by the

HMS & CHMs Jazz Bands

https://www.d181foundation.org/
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■ Forest Hike
May 20
Waterfall Glen
Cass Avenue & Bluff Road, 
Darien
www.dupageforest.org
(630) 933-7248

Enjoy the wonders of the 
forest preserves and get some 
healthy exercise on a guided, 
quick-paced 3-to-5-mile hike. 

Time: 8:30 to 10 a.m. Cost: $5. 
RR

■ Nature IS Accessible!
May 22
Little Red Schoolhouse 
Nature Center
9800 Willow Springs Road, 
Willow Springs
www.fpdcc.com
(708) 839-6897

Visitors of all abilities are 
invited to celebrate nature 
through accessible activities at 

this drop-in event. Hours: 10 
a.m. to noon.

GREEN THUMB

■ Native Plant sale
May 17 & 18
Mayslake Peabody Estate 
1717 W. 31st St., Oak Brook
www.dupageforest.org

Shop for native flowers, 
grasses, shrubs and trees. 
Visitors should bring their own 
box or wagon. Plant experts 

answer questions and make 
planting recommendations, 
and plant availability will be 
based on what the supplier 
is able to deliver the week of 
the sale. Proceeds support the 
Friends of the Forest Preserve 
District. Hours: 10 a.m. to 7 
p.m. May 17, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
May 18.

■ Native American Herbs
May 20
Indian Head Park 

Administration Building
201 Acacia Drive

The Suburban Garden 
Club invites all to hear Marcy 
Lautenin-Raleigh, creator of 
Backyard Patch Herbs, an 
online purveyor of salt-free, 
gluten-free, preservative-free 
herb cooking and tea products, 
discuss the healing, culinary 
and religious benefits of Native 
American herbs in a combina-

Please turn to Page 24

Continued from Page 18

HELLO
HINSDALEANS

Don’t miss out on 
THIS CLEANING SPECIAL!

2 Rooms and Hall of Carpeting 
Steam Cleaned for only $100

Pre-Spotting & Deoderizing Included 
(Regular charge it $125)

• We also Steam Clean Upholstery
• Quality Service Every Time!

Free
In-Home Quotes!

J&S CARPET CLEANERS
(815) 919-0868
OWNER: Jim Garcia

441 E. OGDEN AVE., CLARENDON HILLS
(1 mile west of Route 83)

www.zazasclarendonhills.com  |  630.920.0500
HOURS: M-T: 4-9pm W-F: 11:30am-9pm Sat-Sun: 4-9pm

LUNCH • DINNER
CARRY OUT ORDERS & DELIVERY via Uber Eats

Enjoy delicious signature dishes, daily specials, 
handmade pasta, fresh seafood, chops & veal.

refresh
by kenna homes

630-430-0876

Elizabeth@refresh-kh.com

General Contracting
refresh | remodel | repair Fresh Fruit & Vegetable Platters

Fruit Salad...in our bowl or yours
Don’t forget our daily soups, fresh salad bar & all natural smoothies

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE
         Visit us at hinsdalefruitstore.com

THE FRUIT STORES
HINSDALE
26 W. First Street (630) 655-1893
(Always FREE Convenient Parking)

WESTERN SPRINGS
925 Burlington Ave. • (708) 246-0893

OPEN SUNDAYS 10-4

For Teacher Gifts, Graduations, 
Backyard Barbecues and more!…

Call on The Fruit Store!

Don’t forget our daily soups, 

  

THE
HINSDALE
26 W. First Street (630) 655-1893
(Always FREE Convenient Parking)

https://www.dupageforest.org/
https://www.fpdcc.com/
https://www.dupageforest.org/
https://www.zazasclarendonhills.com/
mailto:Elizabeth@refresh-kh.com
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Thanks to Our Gracious Homeowners

Hinsdale Kitchen Walk Esteemed Sponsors
VIP PLATINUM

Airoom

T HA N K  Y O U  T O  A L L  W H O  M A D E  T H E  K I T C H E N  WA L K  A  S U C C E S S
Heartfelt Gratitude  

to Our Commi�ee 

Benefiting the Hinsdale Historical Society

The Bingham Family
The Burridge Family
The Burton Family

The Groetsema Family
The Metha Family
The Zielke Family

GOLD
Contours of Hinsdale • Lauren Ashley Allan, LLC • Legendary Spa

Dawn McKenna Group Coldwell Banker & Joel Schaub Guaranteed Rate
Larysa Domino @properties & Sam Sharp Guaranteed Rate

BOOTIE BENCH
The Julie Su�on Group Compass

TROLLEY
Hawbecker and Garver, LLC • LaMantia Design & Remodeling 

O’Brien Harris • Riordan Signature Homes
Rush Concierge Medicine

TOTE BAGS
Dave Knecht Homes, LLC

BRONZE
Chicago Polaris • Michael Abraham Architecture

Nadia Shamsi Sila Family Law • Western DuPage Landscaping, Inc.
Yonan Carpet One

GATHER IN GRACE TABLES
AXB x Shop Ancedote • Hinsdale Table • HomeCra�ers LLC 

KB Homes, LLC • Lauren Ashely Allan, LLC • Wendy Labrum Interiors
FLOWER WALL

Anne Otzen @properties
FRIENDS OF THE WALK

AAPG Garage • CHT Orthodontics • Hinsdale Bank and Trust
LK Law, LLC •  Oakley Home Builders

Premier Landscaping Contractors
Patrick Plunke� Architectural Design Ltd.

Salt Creek Ballet • Sco� Simpson Design Build

HHS CO-PRESIDENTS
Emily Bower

Walker Rediehs

 KITCHEN WALK CO-CHAIRS 
Amanda Mancini

Alicia O’Brien
Anne Otzen

Stephanie Tuthill
COMMITTEE 

Amy Allegra
Natayla Armond

Christine Armstrong
Lisa Barthals

Sarah Benedict
Nicole Beutler

Mira Boneva-Coleman
Tracy Boyd

Alexis Braden
Hope Lloyd Brown
Susan Cardamone

Karen Czerwiec
Elizabeth Dziedzic

Donna Egan
Ellen Elberfeld
Anna Fiascone
Michelle Fisher
Jenny Gannon

Sonja Gill
Heather Goeld
Ilse Goodman

Mallory Griffith
Krista Haberkorn

Alex Hart
Sara Heinlein

Jackie Hemsworth
Ria Hoban

Christina Hollister
Kate Hwan

Heather Jashnani
Maura Kelly

Melissa Kinzler
Cindy Klima
Susan Knoch
Amy Lohan
Molly Lucht

Paul Mancini
Denise Marron

Deyan Missbrenner
Mark Montgomery

Jess Montrie
Donna Mouw

Carinne Nicosia
Beth Nordby
Ann Nordeen

Katherine Padge�
Marcus Padge�
Sudha Parimi
Allison Peters
Rowena Reid

Elizabeth Reilley
Dean Rodkin
Natalie Ryan

Vasantha Samala
Corlyn Simmons

Cole�e Smithburg

Sincere Thank Yous  
to All of Our  

In-Kind Donors 
The Community House

The Container Store
Double Good Popcorn

Fuller House
Fumee Claire

Gin & Juice 
Gone Grazy
Gravy Lady

Il Mio
Inspiro Tequila

Live Simply with Meg
Marcello Rodarte Photography

Nabuki
NeeNee & Nana’s Catering

Open Water
Pronto by Il Poggiolo

SavWay
Sheth Dermatology

Vistro Prime
Weller Dental

Yankee Peddler

Cheers to Our  
VIP Top Chef Trolley 

VIP TROLLEY CO-CHAIRS 
Emily Bower

Stacey Campbell

TROLLEY CAPTAINS 
Emily Campbell

Carolyn Hart
Katie Jones

Kelly Lawerence
Lynn Loman

Lauren Panozzo
Shelly Perkowski

Marta Petrushchak
Amy Prame

Meredyth Willits

BOOKLET & GRAPHIC 
DESIGN

Katharine Korte Andrew
HOME WRITE-UP COPY

Tracy Boyd
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tion slide and hands-on pro-
gram. Time: 7 to 8:30 p.m.

HEALTH & WELLNESS          

■ Mental Health Tune-Ups
May 19
Little Red Schoolhouse 
Nature Center
9800 Willow Springs Road, 
Willow Springs
www.fpdcc.com
(708) 839-6897

Help raise awareness of the 
importance of mental health 
while benefiting from time 
spent in nature. Time: noon. 
RR

JUST FOR KIDS

■ Take Home Craft: Pinwheels
May 24
Hinsdale Public Library
20 E. Maple St.
www.hinsdalelibrary.info
(630) 986-1976

Kids are invited to pick up a 
kit to create and decorate their 
very own pinwheel. RR

LISTEN & LEARN

■ Cicada Symphony
May 21
Hinsdale Public Library
20 E. Maple St.
www.hinsdalelibrary.info
(630) 986-1976

Learn about the rare spec-
tacle of the two cicada broods 
this summer from Jamie 
Viebach with the University 
of Illinois Extension Program. 
Time: 7 to 8 p.m. RR

■ Decluttering Done Right
May 23
Hinsdale Public Library
20 E. Maple St.
www.hinsdalelibrary.info
(630) 986-1976

Learn the best methods 
and locations for disposing of, 
donating or selling unwanted 
stuff, including household 
items, clothing, electronics, fur-
niture, toys and games, books 
and more. Time: 7 to 8 p.m. RR

MEMORIAL DAY

■ Memorial Day Service
May 27
Bronswood Cemetery
3805 Madison St., Oak Brook

American Legion Post 250 
will host this special service 
honoring members of the 
Armed Forces who have been 
lost. Time: 7 a.m.

■ Memorial Day Procession
May 27
Through downtown Hinsdale

The village of Hinsdale, in 
partnership with Hinsdale 
American Legion Post 250, 
welcomes veterans and Scout 
troops to partake in this annual 
procession. The procession 
will start at Third Street near 
Hinsdale Middle School, head 
west to Washington Street 
and then continue north on 
Washington to the Memorial 
Building. A ceremony will fol-
low the conclusion of the pro-
cession. Convertibles are need-
ed to help transport vets; please 
contact mhayes@villageofhins-
dale.org for information. Time: 
10 a.m. start

■ Flag-changing ceremony and 
tour
May 27
Fullersburg Cemetery
North end of Garfield Street in 
Hinsdale
www.fullersburg.org

The Fullersburg Cemetery’s 
annual Memorial Day 
flag-changing ceremony will be 
followed by a tour led by Don 
Fuller, great-great-grandson 
of Benjamin Fuller, founder of 
Fullersburg. Time: noon.

NOTEWORTHY

■ Gershwin’s Greatest
May 18 & 19
First United Methodist 
Church, La Grange
100 W. Cossitt Ave., La 
Grange
www.towerchorale.org

The Tower Chorale will close 
its season with an energetic 
revival of some of the most 
incredible 20th-century jazz 
standards by George Gershwin, 
including “They Can’t Take 
That Away from Me,” “Strike 
up the Band,” “Embraceable 
You,” and “Let’s Call the Whole 
Thing Off.” Jazz instrumental-
ists will accompany the cho-
rale. Times: 4 p.m. May 18, 3 
p.m. May 19. Tickets: $25. 

■ Modern and Melodious
May 18
Wentz Concert Hall
171 E. Chicago Ave., 
Naperville
www.dupagesymphony.org

Acclaimed trumpet player 
Mary Elizabeth Bowden, a 
native of northern Illinois, 
joins the DuPage Symphony 
Orchestra to perform the sel-
dom-heard Trumpet Concerto 
of 1963 by Welsh composer 

Please turn to Page 26

Continued from Page 22

All Hinsdale.
All the time.

The Hinsdalean
One town. One paper.

7 West First Street • Hinsdale

630.323.4422

https://www.fpdcc.com/
https://www.hinsdalelibrary.info/
https://www.hinsdalelibrary.info/
https://www.hinsdalelibrary.info/
mailto:mhayes@villageofhins-dale.org
mailto:mhayes@villageofhins-dale.org
https://www.fullersburg.org/
https://www.towerchorale.org/
https://www.dupagesymphony.org/
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AMERICAN LEGION 
POPPY DAY

 
is being celebrated Thursday, May 16, 2024 in Hinsdale

Members of Hinsdale’s American Legion Post 250 will be 
collecting donations across the village in the morning

Poppies fabricated by Veterans in medical facilities.
All proceeds go into American Legion Auxiliary programs 

benefitting Veterans and youth programs.
Watch for us around town or donations can be mailed to:

American Legion Post 250, PO Box 92, Hinsdale, IL 60522-0092

Public Service Announcement provided by The Hinsdalean.

Hinsdale Memorial Day Events
Monday, May 27, 2024 

 7 AM -  Memorial Service at Bronswood Cemetery.

 10 AM -  Memorial Procession from 3rd and Garfield,    
  west to Washington, then North to the Memorial    
  Building. Youth Groups are invited  to participate.

 10:30 AM -  Ceremonies at the Memorial Building, 
  19 East Chicago Ave. 

All Veterans are encouraged to participate in the procession.
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Dryden Hall helps Victor Krause with his form for the shot put during the track and field camp spon-

sored by The Community House at Robbins Park on July 10. SportsKids Inc. taught campers 

several techniques to help them with their overall athletic performance in track and field and other 

sports. Please turn to Page 24 for more pictures. (Sam Wheeler photo)

‘High’ school 

Teen high jumper readies to

compete on national stage

Page 14

Summer of rock

Kids emulate their musical heroes 

at Pop Legends camp

Page 15

ONLY 
$49/year*

Contact Tina at 
tinaw@thehinsdalean.com 

or 

630.323.4422 
to subscribe today!

* Free online subscriptions to all 
active duty military.

May 19 at 3:30 pm  
Wentz Concert Hall 
171 E. Chicago Avenue, Naperville

$30 (senior and youth discounts) 
www.westsubsymphony.org

Well worth a drive to Naperville!

Set your imagination free with powerful music 
led by Maestro Peter Lipari, including Antonin 
Dvorak’s Symphony 8, Movement 1 of Peter 
Tchaikovsky’s Violin Concerto, and Ulysses 
Kay’s Fantasy Variations

SOARING

The West Suburban Symphony 
acknowledges support from the 
ILLINOIS ARTS COUNCIL AGENCY
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Grace Williams. The program 
also will include Leonard 
Bernstein’s “Symphonic 
Dances” from West Side Story 
and more. Time: 7:30 p.m. 
Tickets: $38, $34 for seniors, 
$15 for students. 

■ Sinfonietta Bel Canto
May 19
Mayslake Hall
1717 W. 31st St., Oak Brook
www.sinfoniettabelcanto.org

The chamber orchestra 
and opera group will perform 
a concert featuring Saint-
Saëns Symphony No. 2 and 
Auber’s one-act comic opera 
“Le Concert á la cour, ou La 
Débutante” (“The Concert at 
the Court, or The Debutante”), 
which will be sung in French 
with projected English transla-
tion. The program also will be 
performed at 7 p.m. May 18 at 
St. Paul’s UCC, 5739 Dunham 
Road in Downers Grove. Time: 
4 p.m. Tickets: $25, $22, $8. 

■ Joe Jencks and Deidre 
McCalla
May 18
Unitarian Church of Hinsdale
11 W. Maple St.
www.acousticren.com
(630) 941-7797 

A 25-year veteran of the 
international folk circuit, Joe 
Jencks is an award-winning 
songwriter and celebrated 
Chicago-based vocalist who 
merges conservatory training 
with his Irish roots and work-
ing-class upbringing in musical 
narratives filled with heart, 
soul, groove and grit. Singer-
songwriter Deidre McCalla has 
long been at the forefront of 
redefining the understanding 
of how Black folk do folk. Time: 
7 p.m. Tickets: $20.

■ Soaring
May 19 
Wentz Concert Hall
171 E. Chicago Ave., 
Naperville
www.westsubsymphony.org
(630) 887-7464

The West Suburban 
Symphony will perform this 
program, featuring Dvorak’s 
1889 Symphony No. 8, 
American Ulysses Kay’s 
1963 Fantasy Variations and 
Tchaikovsky’s 1878 Violin 
Concerto, with the first move-
ment performed by Neal 
Eisfeldt, 2024 high school solo 
contest winner. Time: 3:30 p.m. 
Tickets: $30, $25 for seniors, $5 
for teenagers, free for ages 12 
and younger.

ON STAGE

■ ‘Into the Earth with You’
Thursdays to Sundays 
through June 2
McAninch Arts Center
College of DuPage
425 Fawell Blvd., Glen Ellyn
www.atthemac.org
(630) 942-4000

The Buffalo Theatre 
Ensemble presents the world 
premiere of this Brian Watkins 
play, following three sisters 
— whose granddad has died 
— can’t forget what’s buried 
when an impossible discovery 
upends their notions of loss. 
The production contains adult 
themes and language. An ASL 
performance will be given 
Thursday, May 23. Times: 8 
p.m. Thursdays to Saturdays, 3 
p.m. Sundays. Tickets: $44, $42 
for seniors.

RUNS & WALKS 

■ Tower Trot
May 25
Grand Avenue Community 
Center
4211 Grand Ave., Western 
Springs.
www.wsprings.com/649/
Tower-Trot

This 47th annual event fea-
tures a 10K run and 5K run 
— with the option to run both 
— and a Fun Run under a mile. 
Proceeds benefit the Healing 
Hearts for Ashley Foundation. 
Times: 8:30 a.m. 10K, 8:45 a.m. 
Fun Run. 9:30 a.m. 5K. Cost: 
(for nonresidents) $50 for 10K, 
$45 for 5K, $45 for both, $30 for 
ages 14 and under, $15 for the 
Fun Run; fees increase $5 on 
May 13. 

SENIOR SCENE

■ Scam Smart Series
May 22
Western Springs Village Hall
740 Hillgrove Ave.
(708) 246-3299

Western Springs director 
of law enforcement services 
Sean Gilhooley, director of 
technology Pat Schramm and 
police detective Kenneth Lafin 
will share information to equip 
people to avoid scams. Time: 1 
to 3 p.m.

■ Hinsdale Memory Cafe
May 22
Hinsdale Public Library
20 E. Maple St.
www.hinsdalelibrary.info
(630) 986-1976

Please turn to Page 28

Continued from Page 24

mailto:tinaw@thehinsdalean.com
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• 1.2 acres • 11,000+ sq ft. • 6 beds/7.2 baths 
• Hinsdale schools • private luxury retreat

3 oak court, oak brook  |  $4,400,000

SUZY MARCUS
630.842.3616
smarcus@jamesonsir.com

mailto:smarcus@jamesonsir.com
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SUNDAY – THURSDAY
11am-11pm

 FRIDAY-SATURDAY
11am to 12midnight

Carryout & Delivery Available
YorkTavernOakbrook.com

(630) 323-5090
3702 YORK RD • OAK BROOK

Limited Hours

PULSE

This gathering of individuals 
living with dementia and their 
care partners offers a place to 
socialize and connect with oth-
ers in similar situations using 
prepared activities. Activities 
may include education, music, 
games and arts. The program 
is sponsored by The Birches 
and Independence-4-Seniors 
Home Care. Time: 2 to 3 p.m. 
RR

SPECIAL EVENTS

■ Poppy Day
May 19
Across Hinsdale

Members of Hinsdale’s 
American Legion Post 250 will 
collect donations to benefit 
American Legion Auxiliary pro-
grams for veterans. Donations 
also may be mailed to 
American Legion Post 250, P.O. 
Box 92, Hinsdale, IL 60522-
0092.

■ Western Springs Historical 
Society House Walk
May 19
www.westernspringshistory.
org/programs-events/house-
walk

This fundraiser celebrates 
home décor, design and archi-
tectural inspiration through 
visits to seven homes of varying 
styles and vintage, all located 
in Western Springs’ Old Town 
neighborhood. The compli-
mentary “hop on/hop off” trol-
leys will make a loop from the 
downtown Water Tower and 
First Congregational Church 
and stop near each home for 
those who’d prefer not to walk. 
A program book and docent 
commentary will offered at 
each home. Tickets can be 
purchased online; paper tickets 
can be purchased at Clever 
Girl, Thomas Ford Library and 
the Tower Museum. Hours: 
11:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Tickets: 
$35 in advance, $45 on the day 
of the event.  

■ Cantigny Spring Fest
May 18
Cantigny Park
1S151 Winfield Road, 
Wheaton
www.cantigny.org

Enjoy the park with a visit 
to the beautiful gardens. 
Family activities will include 
a gnome scavenger hunt, an 
inflatable, an animal encoun-
ter and more. The first-ever 
marketplace inside the historic 
McCormick House will feature 

local vendors offering jewelry, 
pottery, art, and more. Live 
music, specialty beverages and 
a French-themed food menu 
(along with other favorites) 
also are on tap. Cantigny tulip 
bulbs will be on sale 25 for $10. 
A backstage pass for an exclu-
sive guided greenhouse tour, 
a drink ticket and 25 Cantigny 
tulip bulbs is $50. Craft a 
botanical masterpiece at the 
Terrarium Bar from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. with a $40 reservation 
(includes admission). Hours: 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission: 
$12, free for ages 15 and under, 
plus $5 parking. 

STEPPING BACK

■ Fullersburg History from 1832-
62
May 19
Oak Brook Library
600 Oak Brook Road
oak-brook.libcal.com/
event/11487126

Don Fuller and Sue Devick 
from the Fullersburg Historic 
Foundation and Elizabeth Arts 
from the Oak Brook Historical 
Society will discuss the rapid 
changes that occurred as 

the Potawatomi village of 
Sauganakka became the busy 
settlement of Fullersburg and 
the qualities of the men and 
women who contributed to 
the growth and commercial 
success of this area. Time: 2 to 
3 p.m.

■ First Division Museum tour
May 24
Cantigny Park
1S151 Winfield Road, 
Wheaton
www.cantigny.org

Experience the remarkable 
history of the U.S. Army’s old-
est and most storied unit, the 
1st Infantry Division, through 
exhibits featuring the actions 
and accomplishments of the 
Big Red One from its inception 
during World War I through 
World War II and ending in the 
jungles of Vietnam. An optional 
15-minute guided tour through 
the Duty First Gallery will fol-
low, highlighting the division’s 
missions and accomplishments 
post-Vietnam to the present. 
Time: 3 to 4 p.m. Admission: 
Free with $5 paid parking. RR

Please turn to Page 30

Continued from Page 26

NEW MERCHANDISE EVERY WEEK

All proceeds support

Upscale Consignment Shop
Fine Furnishings  F  Home Décor  F  Unique Tableware

shopthecourtyard.com
ONLINE SHOPPING AVAILABLE

63 Village Place, Hinsdale  |   (630) 323-1135  
Tues.-Sat. 10 am-4:30 pm

shopthecourtyard.com

Follow us on Instagram #thecourtyardhinsdale

Heating & Air Conditioning Contractors
Quality Service since 1948

We service all furnaces & boilers.

and Be Ready for a 
HOT SUMMER
Use this coupon for 
$20 OFF

Call (708) 246-3300 for an appointment
6500 Joliet Rd., Countryside, IL 
www.heatengineering.com

CLEAN & CHECK your 
AIR CONDITIONER

Our
75th Year!

https://www.westernspringshistory.org/programs-events/house-walk
https://www.westernspringshistory.org/programs-events/house-walk
https://www.westernspringshistory.org/programs-events/house-walk
https://www.cantigny.org/
https://www.cantigny.org/
https://www.heatengineering.com/
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Colleen Verbiscer
Real Estate Broker

630.926.1879
colleenverbiscer@atproperties.com

Stunner in Savoy Club!

8062 SAVOY CLUB COURT
First floor primary suite, 3 additional 

bedrooms, 4.5 baths, an entertainer’s dream 
of a walk-out basement - with gorgeous 

water views!

PRICED AT $1,229,900

mailto:colleenverbiscer@atproperties.com
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 $99.95       
$79.95

  

Clean Designer Purses, Leather & Suedes
Repair All Types of Furs & Leather Purses

Without A Trace
2 Locations

Furs Cleaned
Stored and Glazed

only

Storage Only

FREE PICK-UP & DELIVERY
With 3 or More Coats

$25 Pick & Delivery for
Less than 3 Coats

100 E. Walton Place
Chicago

312.787.9922
3344 W. Bryn Mawr

Chicago

773.588.4922

pulse

TEENS & TWEENS

n Teen Game Time
May 17, 24 & 31
Hinsdale Public Library
20 E. Maple St.
www.hinsdalelibrary.info
(630) 986-1976

Take some time to unwind 
by playing Mario Kart on the 
Nintendo Switch or enjoy a 
classic board game. Hours: 3 to 
5 p.m.

n DIY Glass Photo Magnets
May 24
Hinsdale Public Library
20 E. Maple St.
www.hinsdalelibrary.info
(630) 986-1976

Drop by the library any time 
and pick up a take-home kit to 
design glass magnets for per-
sonal use or to give as a gift. RR

n Exam Cram
May 25, 26, 28, 29 & 30
Hinsdale Public Library
20 E. Maple St.
www.hinsdalelibrary.info
(630) 986-1976

Stress less over finals at the 

library, where space and snacks 
will be provided to properly 
prepare. See website for hours 
for each session.

WINE & DINE

n Spring Wine Tasting
May 23
Morton Arboretum
4100 Route 53, Lisle
www.mortonarb.org

Spend a beautiful spring eve-
ning choosing from more than 
80 varieties of wine to sample 
while enjoying scenic tree-filled 
views. Wines will be available 
to order for pick up at a later 
date,. Food will be sold at the 
Ginkgo Restaurant until 6 p.m.; 
after that pizza will be available. 
Each event ticket includes three 
hours of tasting and a souvenir 
glass; designated driver tickets 
include a nonalcoholic bever-
age ticket and cookie. Time: 5 
to 8 p.m. Tickets: $60, $20 for 
designated driver. RR, MD

Key
RR - registration required

MD - member discount

Continued from Page 28

Pet pic of the week
Meet Kaia, a beauti-
ful young lady and a 
wonderful mother to 
eight puppies. They 
have all found their 
forever homes, so 
now it’s her turn to 
find her happily ever 
after. Kaia is a little 
on the shy side, but 
once she warms up, 
all she wants to do 
is cuddle. Kaia is 3 
years old, vaccinated, 
spayed and micro-
chipped. She is fine 
with other dogs and 
she is approved for 
children 8 and older. 
Her adoption fee is 
$350. Kaia is in a fos-
ter home, so if you 
would like to meet her, 
please call (630) 323-
5630. For more infor-
mation, visit www.hin-
sdalehumanesociety.
org. (photo provided)

https://www.hinsdalelibrary.info/
https://www.hinsdalelibrary.info/
https://www.hinsdalelibrary.info/
https://www.mortonarb.org/
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So you think you’re a real Hinsdalean, eh? Tell us where you think this picture was taken and you can win a Fuller’s 
Ultimate Car Wash gift card. Send your answer to: The Hinsdalean, Village Posting Board, 7 West First St., Hinsdale, 
IL 60521. Winners will be drawn from correct answers received weekly.  Good luck! 

CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING
The Hinsdalean
7 West First Street, 

Hinsdale, IL

(630) 323-4422
Fax: (630) 323-4220

Hours & Deadlines
Monday - Friday 
9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Classified deadline:
Tuesday 4 p.m. for 

Thursday’s publication

Email:
tinaw@thehinsdalean.com

AMERICAN CONCRETE

Residential dRiveways, Patios, stamPed ConCRete
FRee estimates

liCensed • Bonded • Fully insuRed

Call PeteR Costello 
at 630.307.7500

34 Years of Expertise in...

BOSWELL BLACKTOP

DRIVEWAYS & PARKING LOTS
LONG LANES-RESURFACING-REPLACEMENT

ASPHALT PAVING

SEALCOATING - PATCHWORK
Free estimates • Fully insured

708-352-3434u u

Design-installation-Maintenance-RepaiRs

  630.543.5129 •

Crafting Exquisite Hardscapes One Brick At A Time

DRiveways • patios • pool Decks
walkways • staiRs • Retaining walls

outDooR kitchens & FiReplaces

DoyleBrickPaving.com

-CUSTOM CONCRETE-
•Walks •stoops •Custom stoneWork

•stamped and Colored ConCrete
•patios and driveWays

•residential and CommerCial•

51 Years Exp • Fully Insured • Free Estimates

630-469-6898
ask for GreG

630-417-4166 cell

Overlay - epOxy - repair
CONCRETE RESTORATION

RESTORE/REPLACE CONCRETE

Call MynOr at 630.631.3073

StOOp - StepS - DriveS - GaraGe FlOOrS & MOre!
mynorconcrete.com • *Licensed / Insured / Bonded*

     - Cabinet Painting & Refinishing
       - Painting & Drywall Repair
       - Light remodeling
       - Meticulous Craftsmanship with Attention to Detail

   info@twobrothers.biz               www.twobrothers.biz
630.452.9926

KRYSTAL KEY SERVICES

Move-In • Move-Out Cleaning
Homes • Offices • Commercial
Since 1989 ~ Insured & Bonded

For free estimates call 630-833-1770

UNITED GENERAL CONCRETE INC.

• Sidewalks • Driveways • Stairs
• Garage Floors • Patios and More!
•Licensed •Bonded •Insured •Free Estimates

708-784-9801 • 708-743-5058
Over 40 years in business!

ConcreteConcrete

ConcreteCleaning ServiceAsphalt

Concrete

Brick Paving

CabinetryAsphalt

mailto:tinaw@thehinsdalean.com
mailto:info@twobrothers.biz
https://www.twobrothers.biz/
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Crossword Answers Yes, I’m a real Hinsdalean!Is this your license plate?

The owner of this car is a winner of an 
Ultimate Car Wash

compliments of Fuller’s and The Hinsdalean.
Call 630-323-4422 

to claim your prize.

Is this your license plate?
Does it belong to someone you know?

YES, I’m a real Hinsdalean!
Today’s picture is at:

_________________________________

  Name:__________________________________
  Address:___________________________
               ___________________________

Send your answer to: The Hinsdalean
7 W. First St., Hinsdale, Il. 60521

or email: tinaw@thehinsdalean.com
One winner will be chosen monthly from all correct 

entries and receive a Fuller’s Ultimate Car Wash gift card.

Furnace clean and check Special 
For new cuStomerS- $89.00 Schedule now!

hinSdale’S top heating and cooling company

call/text 708-707-5469
HHHHHRatingPureClimateIL.com

HOME REPAIR AND REMODELING
CARPENTRY - DRYWALL 

TRIM - TILE
PAINTING - ELECTRICAL 

PLUMBING
No job too big or too Small 

42 yearS experieNce

Craig Riendeau 678-315-2800

Thinking of Remodeling?
provides Design, Materials & 

Installation; on time and within budget

•Kitchens •Bathrooms •Additions
•Basements •Decks •Pergolas

Office: 708-301-8522
Showroom: 815-304-5012

crockettconstructioncorp.com
          Est. 1994              A+ rating     Insured

 CROCKETT CONSTRUCTION

708-409-0988 office • 708-738-3848 cell

A & A Electric
Over 30 Years Experience

• Home Rewiring • All Types Electrical Work
• Additional Plugs / Switches • Ceiling Fans
• Hang Ceiling Fixtures & Wall Fixtures
• Install Plugs for Battery Operated Vehicles

 • Can Lighting & Outdoor Lighting • New AC & Garage Lines
 • New 100 & 200 Amp Service • New Circuit Breaker Boxes
 • Senior Citizen Discount • Licensed • Bonded • Insured

LET AN AMERICAN VET DO YOUR WORK!
Low Rates • FRee estimates • FRee Home evaLuation
ResidentiaL • CommeRCiaL • industRiaL • smaLL Jobs too!

We Service HinSdale and all Surrounding SuburbS

•Masonry restoration •Brick Work 
•tuckpointing •grinding •caulking 

•sealing •lintel repairs 
•parapet reBuild •and More...

Visit Us On Facebook

call 773-814-6430

gregs24h7@yahoo.com
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

greg’s restoration inc.
Masonry Restoration & Tuckpointing

SANDING • INSTALLATION • REFINISHING

HARDWOOD SPECIALISTS
Serving Hinsdale Since 2010

ACCURATE CONCRETE & CONSTRUCTION
Licensed ~ Bonded ~ FuLLy insured ~ Free estimates

• Patios • Driveways • siDewalks • GaraGe Floors • BoBcat service
all tyPes: sPecializinG in Brick PavinG, 

stamPeD concrete anD exPoseD aGGreGate

comPlete remoDelinG
• Bathrooms • aDDitions • kitchens • custom Decks • Fences

• FloorinG • winDows anD Doors • siDinG • electrical

over 35 years exPerience ~ no JoB too small

CALL 630-746-9472

• resiDential sPecialists •

Pella WindoWs and doors design and installation

garage remodeling With neW cabinets, 
Wall organization, overhead storage and flooring

for free evaluation and info Please call 630-205-5535
Worked in Village since May of 1999

QUALITY KITCHEN CABINETS 
INSTALLATION

free design, consultation and financing

PLUS...

METROPOLITAN REMODELING

Home Improvement Home Remodeling

Home RestorationHome Improvement

Flooring

Gutters

Home RemodelingHeating & CoolingElectrical Service

Serving DiScerning communitieS for 20 YearS 
ProviDing HigHeSt QualitY WorkmanSHiP!

call 773-952-1737
 email: greatgutterSanDexteriorS@gmail.com
 WebSite: greatgutterSexteriorS.com

mailto:tinaw@thehinsdalean.com
mailto:gregs24h7@yahoo.com
mailto:greatgutterSanDexteriorS@gmail.com
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PAYNE Small EnginE inc.
lawn mowEr &

gardEn TracTor rEpair
Snow Blower Repair

call 630-325-0357

pick-up & dElivEry 
SErvicE availablE!

KAS SERVICES INC.
• Landscaping • design Work 
• Brick pavers • WaterfaLLs

  inground sWimming 
  pooLs instaLLation

caLL or text 
708-448-6875

(10% off Landscaping job valued over $1500)

Fully 
Insured

Free 
estImates

Call E.W. SCHRAMM, Inc.
For All Your Landscape & Maintenance Needs

• Aeration
• Lawn Mowing
• Landscape Design      
• Hardscape Design        
• Outdoor Kitchens
• Pressure Washing

Free Estimates 630-655-2646

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
COMPLETE HOME RENOVATION

CARPENTRy • DRywALL REPAIR • wALLPAPER REMOVAL • PAINTINg 
wALLS/CEILINgS • PLASTER AND TAPINg • CARPENTRy REPAIR

INSTALLATION: BASEBOARDS, CROwN MOLDINgS, DOORS

10% off

SPRING 
DISCOUNT

LOCAL HINSDALE REfS • LICENSED/INSuRED • fREE ESTIMATES

630-664-1965 • mycolonialpainting.com

KASAL PAINTING
•Painting & Decorating

•Interior •Exterior
•Wallpapering
•Wall Washing

CALL STEVE 630-968-5593
FREE ESTIMATES

commercial & residential

815-293-2949 • Cell 815-715-2121

• Weekly laWn MoWing •
• Spring Clean-UpS • Fall Clean-UpS •
• laWn DethatChing • Core aeration • 

• Fertilizing & BUSh triMMing •
......For a Free eStiMate......

Email: alvaradoslawn@gmail.com

FAST DELIVERY
Mulch & Topsoil

sureGreenlandscape.coM
847-888-9999

•spreadinG available•
Topsoil, Garden Mix, MushrooM CoMposT, sand, Gravel, Firewood

preMiuM shredded hardwood...$28/yd • playMaT...$38/yd
dyed red...$38/yd • dyed brown...$38/yd • dyed black...$40/yd

preMiuM blend dark...$38/yd • blonde cedar...$56/yd

**delivery charGe**

full service
design - build - maintenance

call: 630-325-7000
email: info@philrobin.com

DAVID’S GARDENING

Call David Scott
at 630-261-9197

Planting - Mulching
Weeding - Pruning

•SPRING CLEAN-UP•

(I do the work)

630-655-4433

WE OFFER:
•Lawn Service •ToTaL Yard MainTenance

•PLanT inSTaLLaTion and reMovaL •core aeraTion
•FerTiLizer •SPring cLean-UP •overSeed •Power rake

oUr Mowing raTeS STarT aT $35.00
CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE!

McNAMARA LANDSCAPING
Serving the Western Suburbs Since 1991

 •InterIor •exterIor 
 •referrals •Insured

steve McGarrIty
Cell 630-624-9057

FRESH COAT PAINTERS
630-654-9057

McBrearty Masonry
Tuckpointing & Stucco

Don’t stress - call the best!
RESTORATION COMPANY

630-335-5877

Painting & DecoratingLawn Mower RepairLandscaping

Painting & DecoratingLandscapingLandscaping

Painting & DecoratingLandscapingLandscaping

MulchLandscapingHome Restoration

mailto:alvaradoslawn@gmail.com
mailto:info@philrobin.com
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T & M TREE SERVICE

     SPRING Savings
            tandmtreeserve@att.net

            Serving DuPage County for 10 Years

    • Tree Trimming   • Tree Removal
    • Stump Grinding • Shrub Removal

CALL TODD 630-303-4641

“Excellence in quality and service”
InterIor & exterIor, Drywall & Plaster rePaIrs 

Full prep, very neat, clean & trustworthy exp’d painters
30 years exPerIence In west BurBs

Check out our website: randexpainting.com
   630-972-1505/630-638-0950

MENTION THIS AD AND RECEIVE 10% OFF

mobile

Family Owned 
Westmont Business 

Since 1955! 
630.241.1800 
FREE ESTIMATES

Tree & Bush Pruning • Tree & Stump Removal
Tree Treatments • Fertilizing & Spraying

Tree Cabling & Bracing • Snow Removal • Firewood

State of IllInoIS RegISteRed lIcenSe tRee SuRgeonS
Bonded & InSuRed

“The Tree Doctors”

Custom Interior & Exterior Painting
Drywall Installation & Repair
Exterior Board Replacement

Light Carpentry ~ Deck Staining
Color Consults & Design Services

CALL 630-605-3370

Hogan Plumbing Inc.
Service Division
630-393-7660
hoganplumbing.com

Serving the community since 1961

REDLINE
POWER WASHING

ExtErior ClEaning & Soft WaShing SErviCE

liCEnSEd & inSurEd

  • WindoW Washing 
  • house Washing 
  • gutter Cleaning 

CALL 630-957-8370

VALDAS PAINTING 
& DECORATING

   • Interior & Exterior 
   • Drywall Repairs 
   • Wallpaper Removal 
   • Power Washing
   • Inexpensive & Reliable

Call 630-544-8259

$275 Room Special

708-699-2225
Walls on standard size room - 3 rooms minimum

Licensed • Insured • Free Estimates

paintwork.nick@gmailcom
#1 Rated company • 24 yeaRS expeRience

TIM’S PRO 
PAINTING

INC.

“We Restore Front Doors”

www.timspropainting.com 
timspropainting@gmail.com

Call 630-789-3443
• WindoW Cleaning

• gutter Cleaning

• House WasHing

• Free estimates!

Call or Text: 
815.281.3149
Locally Owned/Hinsdale Central Alum

STEVEN COLLINS

•Interior & Exterior Painting 
•Water Damage •Exterior Dry Rot

•Carpentry •Staining 
•Moldings & Repairs

In area since 1990 • Non-Smoking
630-291-0224

PAINTING & HOME REPAIRS

Window WashingPower WashingPainting & Decorating

Tree ServicePlumbingPainting & Decorating

Painting & DecoratingPainting & Decorating

RoofingPainting & DecoratingPainting & Decorating

Tree Service

mailto:tandmtreeserve@att.net
mailto:timspropainting@gmail.com
https://www.timspropainting.com/
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Household Help 
Provider

GRACE’S HOME CLEANING
I am a crew of one.

Please call 815-342-7916

Cemetery Lots
Bronswood Cemetery

9 burial plots for sale in 
Section G, Lot 3 near road.

5 lots are conventional, 4 
lots are “restricted use” for 
cremation ashes. $15,000

Contact: 
doctor-mo@comcast.net

for additional info

Furniture For 
Sale

CEDAR CHEST
Solid cedar. 47” long, 21” high, 
21” wide. Great cond. $150

Call 630-920-9706

Miscellaneous 
For Sale
DOGS-PETS

When veterinary care is 
unavailable or unaffordable, 
ask for Happy Jack® animal 
healthcare products for cats, 
dogs, & horses.

At Tractor Supply® 
(www.happyjackinc.com)

Help Wanted

Kramer Foods Now Hiring!
Deli Counter

Must be at least 18 yrs old.
PT Cashier, Bagger/Stock 
Must be at least 16 yrs old.

Apply in person at
16 Grant Square, Hinsdale

Hinsdale Mobil Is Hiring!
Up to $15 per hour
depending on shift.

401K Plans & Healthcare 
Benefits Available.

Please contact Aslam
8 Chicago Ave., Hinsdale

Legal Notices
LEGAL NOTICE

VILLAGE OF HINSDALE
NOTICE OF PLAN 

COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARING

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN to all persons that 
the Village of Hinsdale Plan 
Commission shall conduct a 
public hearing on Wednesday, 
June 12, 2024 at 7:30 p.m. in 
the Memorial Building, 19 East 
Chicago Avenue, Hinsdale, 
Illinois for the purpose of con-
sidering an application from 
the Hinsdale Paddle Tennis 
Association (HPTA) for a 
Special Use Permit to allow 
for the expansion of an exist-
ing Membership Sports and 
Recreational Club and an 
Exterior Appearance / Site 
Plan Review to allow for the 
installation of two (2) addi-
tional paddle tennis courts at 
Katherine Legge Memorial 
(KLM Park) located at 5891-
5911 S. County Line Road in 
the OS Open Space District. 
There are currently six (6) 
paddle tennis courts and a 
clubhouse managed and oper-
ated by HPTA at KLM Park. 
No changes are proposed to 
the clubhouse building, the 
existing six (6) courts, parking, 
or signage as part of this proj-
ect. This request is known as 
Case A-14-2024.

Copies of documents relating 
to the proposed request are 
on file and available for pub-
lic inspection during regular 
Village business hours in the 
Memorial Building, 19 East 
Chicago Avenue, Hinsdale, 
Illinois.

The common address is 5891-
5911 S. County Line Road, 
Hinsdale, IL, 60521 (PINs: 
18-18-108-001-0000; 18-18-
300-001-0000) and legally 
described as follows:

NORTH PART (PIN 18-18-
100-001-0000): THE WEST 
HALF (EXCEPT THE EAST 
8.00 FEET OF THE NORTH 
618.77 FEET THEREOF) 
OF THE NORTHWEST 
QUARTER (EXCEPT THE 
NORTH 1550.00 FEET 
THEREOF) OF SECTION 
18, TOWNSHIP 38 NORTH, 
RANGE 12 EAST OF 
THE THIRD PRINCIPAL 
MERIDIAN, IN COOK 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS.

SOUTH PART (PIN 18-18-
300-001-0000): THE NORTH 
HALF OF THE NORTHWEST 
QUARTER OF THE 
SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF 
SECTION 18, TOWNSHIP 38 
NORTH, RANGE 12 EAST 
OF THE THIRD PRINCIPAL 
MERIDIAN, IN COOK 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS.

At said public hearing, the Plan 
Commission shall accept all 
testimony and evidence per-
taining to said application and 
shall consider any and all pos-
sible zoning actions, including 
the granting of any necessary 
special permits, variations, 
other special approvals, or 
amendments to the Zoning 
Code that may be necessary 
or convenient to permit devel-
opment of the proposed type 
at the described property. All 
interested persons are invited 
to attend and be heard.

Dated: May 6, 2024

Emily Tompkins,
Village Clerk

Published in The Hinsdalean 
on May 16, 2024.

LEGAL NOTICE /
PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given by 
the Board of Education of 
Community Consolidated 
School District No. 181 in the 
counties of Cook and DuPage, 
State of Illinois, that a tentative 
budget for said School District 
for the fiscal year beginning 
July 1, 2024 will be available 
for public inspection at the 
District Office located at 115 
W. 55th St., Clarendon Hills, 
Illinois 60514 from and after 
9:00 a.m. on the 14th day of 
May, 2024.

Notice is further hereby given 
that a public hearing on said 
tentative budget will be held 
at 7:00 p.m. on the 17th day 
of June, 2024 at the Board of 
Education meeting at Hinsdale 
Middle School located at 100 
S Garfield St, Hinsdale, IL 
60521.

Published in The Hinsdalean 
May 16, 2024.

Public Notices
CERTIFICATE NO. 79425 was 
filed in the office of the  County 
Clerk of DuPage County on 
May 1, 2024 wherein the busi-
ness firm of

RUDi2
Located at 2845 Dorothy 
Drive, Aurora, IL. 60504 was 
registered; that the true or real 
name or names of the per-
son or persons owning the 
business, with their respective 
post office address(es), is/are 
as follows: Rudy Escarria Jr., 
2845 Dorothy Drive, Aurora, 
IL. 60504.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I 
have hereunto set my hand 
and Official Seal at my office in 
Wheaton, Illinois, this 1st    day 
of May A.D. 2024.
Jean Kaczmarek
DuPage County Clerk

Published in The Hinsdalean
May 9, 16 & 23, 2024.

Equal Housing

It is the intent and goal of this 
newspaper to have each 
advertiser who wishes to place 
a covered advertisement in 
the newspaper comply with 
the Fair Housing laws. Any 
advertisement which is per-
ceived to contain language 
contrary to these laws will be 
rejected or changed to remove 
the offending reference. There 
may be situations where it is 
not clear whether particular 
language is objectionable. 
Such advertisements should 
be referred to a supervisor for 
consideration and determina-
tion. Every housing advertise-
ment published in this news-
paper is subject to the Fair 
Housing laws.
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ALL CLASSICS WANTED
Mercedes, Porsche, Jaguar, Corvette, Exotic, Vintage 
All Foreign and Domestic. Restored and Unrestored. 

Vintage Motorcycles. TOP $$

COLLECTOR JIM 630-201-8122

ARCADE GAMES FOR SALE 
NEW GAMES / PRE-OWNED GAMES

HOME DELIVERY AVAILABLE

RETRO ARCADE open to the public
located in the promenade bolingbrook

PRINCE ARCADES on Facebook 
630-378-1517 

Arcadegamessell@yahoo.com

We also buy arcade games, pinball machines 
and coin operated equipment (any condition)

      •Customized Music Entertainment
      •DJ Music, Karaoke, Solo Singing
      •Lighting Available Upon Request
      •Premium Equipment, Optimum Sound Quality

DJ MarKo
Event Music

Call/Text for FreeConsultation:
 708-785-3200

Miscellaneous For Sale

Entertainment

Autos Wanted

Tutoring/Instruction

Legal Notices

ELECTRICIANS HELPER 
PART TIME 

Experienced or not. 
Call for more info 

708-738-3848.

The patriot volunteer, fight-
ing for country and his rights, 
makes the most reliable soldier 
on earth. Stonewall Jackson

HINSDALE GARAGE SALE
510 N. ADAMS

THURS - FRI - SAT 
MAY 16, 17, 18: 8AM - 4PM

Vintage costume jewelry, 
household, comics, fishing, 
political buttons, stamps, 
sports cards, watches, metal 
toys, post cards, folding knifes, 
war medals, musical instru-
ments, old and collectible stuff. 

Garage Sales

Steinway Grand Piano 
Model A. Excellent condition, 
as new (2005). Single owner, 

lightly used. $60,000/obo. 
Call 630-986-0418

Musical
Instruments

mailto:doctor-mo@comcast.net
https://www.happyjackinc.com/
mailto:Arcadegamessell@yahoo.com


MIND GAMES

PISCES

AQUARIUS

VIRGO

LEO

SAGITTARIUS

SCORPIO

CANCER LIBRACAPRICORN ARIES

TAURUS

GEMINI

FOR ENTERTAINMENT PURPOSES ONLY

ACROSS
1	 REDDISH BROWN
5	 $ DISPENSER
8	 CRIES OF AVERSION
12	 SPICED TEA
13	 GOAT’S PLAINT
14	 ENTREATY
15	 MYSTIQUE
16	 BLUE ANGELS EVENTS
18	 AUSTRALIAN RED WINE
20	 FEDORA FEATURE
21	 MEDICINAL PLANT
23	 PC KEY
24	 SCHUBERT COMPOSITIONS
28	 “MONOPOLY” CUBES
31	 MISERY
32	 BARBS
34	 “SCIENCE FRIDAY”
                NETWORK
35	 ADJOINING
37	 SWEETEN
39	 ROCKER NUGENT
41	 MINNESOTA --
42	 PENNILESS ONE
45	 FEARSOME FLY
49	 RELAXING TIME
                ON THE SLOPES
51	 EQUITABLE
52	 “UNDERSTOOD”
53	 LUCY’S TV PAL
54	 FOREARM BONE
55	 MINUS
56	 SEASON OPENER?
57	 SOME JULY BABIES

DOWN
1	 EARLY TVS
2	 “NOPE!”
3	 RANI’S DRESS
4	 ROYAL CROWNS
5	 VAST RAINFOREST
             REGION
6	 -- CHI
7	 PAINTER CHAGALL
8	 SUPPORTED
9	 ACTING SMUG
10	 HACKS WITH AN AXE
11	 POSTPAID ENC.
17	 MEXICAN MRS.
19	 SLEEP LIKE --
22	 TREBLE CLEF LINES
24	 BRISTLE
25	 CAVIAR BASE
26	 FABRIC FEATURES
27	 CALMING DRUG
29	 TAX PRO
30	 MESS UP
33	 BYGONE JETS
36	 PRAIRIE HOMES
38	 OF SERVICE
40	 -- MOINES
42	 BEACH BUCKET
43	 CHURCH AREA
44	 INVITATION NOTATION
46	 STORY
47	 CHINA (PREF.)
48	 HISTORIC PERIODS
50	 WHITE WINE 
             COCKTAIL

S
U
D
O
K
U

A
N
S
W
E
R

ANSWERS TO TODAY’S CROSSWORD CAN BE FOUND IN THE CLASSIFIEDS.

CAPRICORN – Dec 22/Jan 20
Capricorn, you have 
a lot of self-worth, so 
stop looking at yourself 
through a pessimistic 
lens. Be convinced of 
your value and ability to 
assist others around you.

ARIES – Mar 21/Apr 20
Aries, you may meet an 
influential ally this week. 
Chat them up because 
this is a person you want 
to have in your network. 
You never know when 
you’ll need some assis-
tance.

CANCER – Jun 22/Jul 22
Cancer, trust your intuition 
when you meet someone 
new this week. You of-
ten can get a good read 
on someone right away. 
That’s an important skill to 
develop, especially in the 
workplace.

LIBRA – Sept 23/Oct 23
You may be feeling extra 
flirty these next few days, 
Libra. This will help add a 
spark to your current re-
lationship or help you find 
someone new if that is the 
desire.

AQUARIUS – Jan 21/Feb 18
Start feeling good about 
what the future may hold, 
Aquarius. There are a lot 
of possibilities out there, 
and you’re starting to see 
them peeking out over 
the horizon.

TAURUS – Apr 21/May 21
Taurus, you have real 
talent, so you should be 
proud and show off your 
efforts. Whether it is artis-
tic in nature or you are a 
whiz with numbers, share 
your gift with others. 

LEO – Jul 23/Aug 23
There is a lot of potential 
for socializing right now, 
Leo. Your calendar will 
fill up quite quickly with 
invitations from people 
in your life. Enjoy the at-
tention. 

SCORPIO – Oct 24/Nov 22
Relationship issues at 
home may be on your mind, 
Scorpio. Create pockets 
in your days for deep in-
trospection to process all 
of the emotions you are 
feeling.

PISCES – Feb 19/Mar 20
You may not be feeling 
overly social right now, 
Pisces. Take a few days 
to spend time alone and 
sort through your feel-
ings. Over time you may 
be ready to re-engage.

GEMINI – May 22/Jun 21
Explore creative possibili-
ties, Gemini. You can use 
a new hobby right now 
that keeps you occupied. 
Look at trends that are 
popular right now and try 
one of those.

VIRGO – Aug 24/Sept 22
Virgo, take inventory of 
the things in your life and 
be real about what you 
need and what you can 
get rid of right now. You 
may be carrying around 
a lot of baggage you sim-
ply don’t need.

SAGITTARIUS – Nov 23/Dec 21
Sagittarius, if you can’t get 
an answer to something 
yourself, then you may 
want to pick the brains of 
friends or other people in 
your circle. They may offer 
unique perspectives. 
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Isabella Walls-Rodriguez
Hinsdale

What was your goal 
heading into your senior 
soccer season?

Just trying to make it far 
as we can in the season and 
postseason and building a 
team where we can actually 
achieve that.

When did you start play-
ing soccer? 

I started when I was about 
7. My family was living in 
Turkey, and I was the only 
girl on my first soccer team 
there.

And then you moved to 
Italy?

Yes. I was part of the first 
girls soccer team at my 
school there. It’s always 
good to just be a part of 
something new.

How is youth soccer dif-
ferent in the States?

There are no club teams 
(overseas). It goes through 
the schools. Soccer there is 
a lot more community-cen-
tered. Everyone comes out 
to watch.

What position do you 
play?

I started off playing 
defense, mainly outside 
back. Then I moved to cen-
ter back, and this year I’ve 
been playing forward. My 
dad likes that I’m playing 
a more offensive position 
now.

 
How would your team-

mates describe you?
Kind-hearted, versatile, 

a good sense of humor. I 
think I just try to bring peo-
ple up when they’re down.

What else are you 
involved in at Central?

I’m on the executive 
board for Habitat for 
Humanity — we’re going to 
West Virginia this summer 
to build a house. I’m also 
in Microfinance Club and 
Women in Engineering. 
I’m going to Wake Forest 
University to study engi-
neering. 

What do you like to do 
for fun?

Go on runs, play pick-
leball, take walks with my 
family..

Why does head coach 
Tony Madonia like having 
Valls-Rodriguez on the 
squad?

Isa is such an integral part 
of this team, program and 
community. As a soccer 
player, she communicates 
well, always has a great 
attitude and is a versatile 
player, chalking minutes 
both as an outside back and 
a forward. She brings more 
than just talent and athletic 
ability to the team, though. 
She is an excellent commu-
nity member in and outside 
of the classroom and is an 
extraordinary young person 
in our community.

— profile by Ken Knutson, 
photo by Jim Slonoff

student athlete profile headed to state

results

Members of the Hinsdale Central girls track team will compete at the IHSA state final today 
through Saturday, May 16-18, at Eastern Illinois University in Charleston.

Representing Red Devil Nation are sophomore Ella Gray in the 400 meters; sophomore Lily 
Hodneland in the 800 meters; senior Camden Griffin in the 1,600 meters; seniors Keira Leech 
and Leena Abu-Ghazalah in the 300-meter hurdles; seniors Zari Dorris, Chistina Tresslar, Ana 
Hodneland and sophomore Molly Gilmartin in both the 4x100 and 4x200 relays; seniors Pola 
Dygon and Katie Gilmartin and sophomores Gray and Lily Hodneland in the 4x400 relay; seniors 
Dygon, Gilmartin, Griffin and Kennedy Boyd in the 4x800 relay; and sophomore Avery Bonino in 
the long jump and triple jump. Good luck Devils! 

Baseball
May 11 vs. Proviso West
V wins 2-0
May 10 vs. Proviso West
V wins 10-0

Lacrosse, boys
May 13 vs. Wheaton North
V loses 7-8
May 10 vs. Andrew
V loses 7-12

Lacrosse, girls
May 14 vs. York
V wins 12-8
May 11 @ Rockford 
(Mich.)
V wins 9-7
Kearney, 3 goals
Vande Lune, 2 goals
Linn, goal, 2 assists
Parker-Briones, goal, 
assist
Gatzulis, goal
Matthews, goal
Venetsanopolous, 2 
assists
May 10 @ Brighton (Mich.)
V wins 10-6
May 9 vs. Benet
V loses 7-9

Soccer, girls
May 14 @ IHSA regional
vs. Kelly
V wins 9-0
Rohn. 3 goals, 2 assists
Edgewater, 2 goals
Groom, goal, 2 assists
Ditomasso, goal, assist
McDonnell, goal assist
Bingham, goal
Krogstie, assist
Leal, assist
McLaughlin, assist
May 9 @ Metea Valley
V loses 0-3

Softball
May 13 @ York

V wins 7-5 (10 inn)
Koschik, 3 RBIs, run
Georganas, 2 RBIs
Araujo, 2 runs
DiPasquale, run
Mayer, run
McDaniel, run
Skay, run
Kinder, win
Kuo, 10 strikeouts
May 11 @ Sandburg
V loses 0-8
May 10 vs. Stagg
V wins 5-1
May 8 @ Downers South
V loses 0-4

Tennis, boys
May 10-11 vs. WSC cham-
pionship
V places 1st with 38 points
1st singles
N. Hernandez, 1st, 6-4, 
6-3
2nd singles
Milton, 1st, 7-5, 6-1
3rd singles
Wang, 1st, 6-1, 6-2
1st doubles
Zhu/A. Hernandez, 3rd, 
6-2, 3-6, 6-3
2nd doubles
N. Marringa/T. Marringa, 
3rd, 6-1, 6-0
3rd doubles
Khan/Zhang, 1st, 6-0, 6-4
4th doubles
Doshi/Philipneri, 1st, 
6-3, 6-0
May 8 vs. Hersey
V wins 5-3

Track, boys
May 10 @ WSC cham-
pionship
V places 5th with 49 points
100 meters
McInerney, 5th, 11.15
Lyne, 11th, 11.64
200 meters

McInerney, 7th, 22.82
Parkins, 8th, 22.94
400 meters
Maxwell, 4th, 51.96
Bots, 11th, 55.73
800 meters
Lowe, 5th, 1:59.93
Ferren, 11th, 2:02.9
1,600 meters
Bandukwala, 1st, 4:06.62
Revord, 9th, 4:34.24
3,200 meters
Garg, 8th, 10:14.09
Doorhy, 11th, 10:43.41
110-meter hurdles
Goebel, 10th, 20.87
300-meter hurdles
Olaitan, 7th, 44.03
Goebel, 8th, 44.79
4x100 relay
Lyne, Parkins, Coan, 
McInerney, 6th, 43.85
4x200 relay
Parkins, Walsh, Lyne, 
Coan, 6th, 1:34.59
4x400 relay
Coan, Maxwell, Morrissey, 
Olaitan, 3rd, 3:29.37
4x800 relay
Kurimay, Mikaili, Cubbin, 
Morrissey, 6th, 8:32
Shot put
Ortiz, 2nd, 15.73m
Stamer, 8th, 12.08m
Discus
Stamer, 6th, 36.52m 
Koschik, 11th, 31.32m
High jump
Prieto, 2nd, 1.95m
Stach, 9th, 1.65m
Pole vault
Khatau, 4th, 3.86m
Bolenbaugh, 7th, 3.56m
Long jump
McInerney, 6th, 6.27m
Parkins, 7th, 5.99m
Triple jump
Nedic, 12th, 10.77m

Track, girls

May 10 @ IHSA sectional
V places 1st with 143 
points
100 meters
Gilmartin, 5th, 12.95
Lacayo, 7th, 13.21
200 meters
Dorris, 3rd, 26.39
Tresslar, 4th, 26.81
400 meters
Gray, 2nd, 1:00.29
Elsdon, 6th, 1:03.15
800 meters
L. Hodneland, 1st, 2:19.07
1,600 meters
Griffin, 2nd, 5:21.91
3,200 meters
Satre, 3rd, 11:36.71
100-meter hurdles
Leech, 3rd, 17.03
Abu-Ghazalah, 6th, 17.81
300-meter hurdles
Leech, 1st, 48.21
Abu-Ghazalah, 2nd, 48.49
4x100 relay
Dorris, Tresslar, A. 
Hodneland, Gilmartin, 1st, 
48.84
4x200 relay
Dorris, Tresslar, A. 
Hodneland, Gilmartin, 1st, 
1:44.62
4x400 relay
Dygon, Gray, Gilmartin, L. 
Hodneland, 1st, 4:03.97
4x800 relay
Boyd, Gilmartin, Dygon, 
Griffin, 2nd, 9:33.77
Shot put
Veliz-Hernandez, 11th, 
8.37m
Woszczyk, 17th, 8.2m
Discus
Salbego, 20th, 21.66m
Veliz-Hernandez, 24th, 
17.04
High jump
Dani, 10th (tie), 1.37m
Chillo, 10th (tie), 1.37m
Pole vault

Crisostomo, 4th, 2.97m
Bisch, 7th, 2.36m
Long jump
Bonino, 3rd, 5.36m
Triple jump
Bonino, 2nd, 10.98m
Moser, 3rd, 10.71m 

Volleyball, boys
May 14 @ Downers North
V loses 23-25, 15-25
May 10-11 @ Willowbrook 
Invite
vs. Schaumburg
V wins 25-18, 30-28
vs. Glenbard North
V loses 19-25, 19-25
vs. Highland Park
V wins 25-23, 25-14
vs. Schaumburg
V loses 19-25, 25-23, 8-15
vs. Addison Trail
V wins 25-18, 20-25, 15-10
Ruth, 7 kills, 2 aces, 3 digs
Naveed, 7 kills, 3 digs
Drescher, 5 kills, dig
Scott, 3 kills, block, 2 digs
Beringer, 2 kills, 2 blocks
Haworth, 2 kills, dig
Redding, 2 kills
Hughes, kill, 2 aces, 2 
digs, 15 assists
Reodica, 3 aces, 4 digs, 
assist
Lynch, 3 aces, 3 digs, 
assist
Ghouse, 2 aces, 2 digs, 
7 assists
Patel, 4 digs, 3 assists
May 8 @ Lockport
V loses 15-25, 22-25

Water polo, boys
May 10 @ IHSA sectional
vs. Naperville Central 
(semifinal)
V loses 6-17
Driscoll, 2 goals

Instant replay

Hinsdale Central shortstop Sophie DiPasquale and second baseman Lauren 
Koschik team up to secure the force out of the Lyons Township runner during the 
May 3 game at Central. The Devils ultimately fell to the conference foe Lions by 
a score of 15-8. (Jim Slonoff photos)



Page 38 • May 16, 2024 • The Hinsdalean

sports
Badminton duo earns sixth at state
Central badminton team also sixth, while two gymnasts earn top-10 finishes

By Pamela Lannom
plannom@thehinsdalean.com

The Hinsdale Central var-
sity girls badminton team 
finished a great season with 
a strong showing at state. 
Senior doubles players 
Rachele Cameli and Maria 
Jiao came in sixth, and the 
team placed sixth as well. 

“We had one of the best 
seasons that we’ve had 
overall in a while,” head 
coach Katie Maley said. 
“This was probably the best 
team overall I’ve had in the 
last four or five years.”

Cameli and Jiao started 
out strong, winning their 
first three matches. Their 
first loss in the quarterfinals 
was to a team they had 
beaten during the regular 
season.

“This time I think they 
were really trying to beat 
us,” Jiao said. “I’m really 
proud of how we played, 
though. We did fight back 
really hard. We didn’t give 
up.”

After losing the first game 
17-21, Central won the sec-
ond 24-22 and came close 
in the third, losing 18-21. 

“We’ve been playing 

them since last year, the 
exact same team,” Cameli 
noted. “It could always go 
either way, I feel like.”

Cameli and Jiao bounced 
back to win the consolation 
quarterfinals and semifi-
nals. The semifinal match 
went to three games, with 
the second game going to 
29 points.

“That was really crazy 
because of the second 
game,” Cameli said. “We 
wanted to make sure we 
didn’t lose. We just really 
locked in for the third game 
and made sure we pulled 
out the win. It was a crazy 
game.”

The duo lost to Stevenson 
in the fifth-place match to 
finish sixth, the same as 
they did last year.

“We didn’t really have 
much expectations,” 
Cameli said. “We wanted to 
make sure we didn’t under-
estimate any opponent we 
were facing. We went in try-
ing to have fun and do our 
best and hopefully beating 
the teams that we played.”

The No. 2 doubles team 
of juniors Hannah Fang 
and Tiffany Tu also had a 
similar performance to last 

year, again earning a top-
12 finish. They won four of 
their six matches, losing in 
the consolation quarter-
finals to a Glenbard East 
team.

“Tiffany and Hannah, 
they were awesome and 
made it until Saturday,” 
Maley said. 

“It was so awesome to 
have the doubles teams 
playing on Saturday and 
Rachele and Maria playing 
for a medal. It’s so exciting 
as a coach to see your girls 
make it that far,” she added.

Singles players senior 
Nora Sripraram and junior 
Kacy Liu had a more chal-
lenging tournament, with 
each losing their first match 
and the first-round conso-
lation match. Sripraram’s 
first opponent, Sophia Lin 
from Fremd, ended up 
placing fourth at state.

“Nora was my No. 2 
player all year, so she was 
ready. She got a tough 
draw,” Maley said. 

Liu had not expected 
to compete at state at the 
start of the season, but then 
No. 1 singles player Sara 
Han tore her ACL the sec-
ond week of April. Maley 
praised both singles players 
for their efforts.

“They had to play up 
from what they’ve been 
playing all year. I was very 
happy that they stepped up 
to the plate,” she said. “The 
most important thing was 
we had a super fun week-
end in DeKalb as a team.”

Jiao agreed.
“I feel like throughout 

the whole state tournament 
our team got so much clos-
er and together. I feel like 
state, or just tournaments 
in general, isn’t just about 
whether you win a medal or 
how well our team played 
as a whole. Instead it’s the 
camaraderie.”

Boys gymnastics

Two senior gymnasts 
had impressive finishes at 

the Illinois High School 
Gymnastics Coaches 
Association state meet May 
11 at Hoffman Estates.

Senior Nikolas Theotikos 
placed fourth on pommel 
horse, finishing far better 
than he had expected.

“Really I was just hoping 
to not fall,” Theotikos said. 
“I was pretty much hoping 
to hit my routine. I’d been 
injured for a month in the 
season and I came back 
basically three days before 
sectionals. I was just trying 
to make it. I didn’t have 
any expectations of doing 
so well.”

Theotikos said he knew 
when he finished his rou-
tine that he had done well.

“I was really surprised 
and I was really happy, 
because I knew it was 
good. It felt so much bet-
ter than anything I’d ever 
done before. You can see 
on my face in the video 
disbelief. I was just so 
happy.”

Theotikos said he’s 
known the gymnast who 
came in third for a while 
and always believed him 
to be a far superior com-

petitor.
“I did 1/10 (of a point) 

worse than him. I’m actu-
ally on his level,” Theotikos 
said. “It’s a pretty great 
realization.”

Senior Marc Cihlar was 
seventh on vault, seventh 
on parallel bars, 11th on 
horizontal bar and ninth in 
all around. Cihlar said he 
was nervous and excited 
about the final competition 
of his senior year.

“I thought I did pretty 
well,” he said. “I was sur-
prised that I was able to get 
ninth in all around.”

Cihlar had fallen on the 
high bar at last year’s tour-
nament and did so again 
this year.

“Since I got so much 
better on the other events, 
I was able to come back 
from the fall,” he said.

Cihlar said his final gym-
nastics meet (his college 
does not have a club team) 
was bittersweet.

“It was kind of sad, but 
at the end of the day, I’ve 
been doing gymnastics for 
a long time, and it’s going 
to be nice taking a little 
break,” he said.

Varsity head coach Katie Maley poses with seniors 
Maria Jiao (left) and Rachele Cameli, who placed 
sixth at the state badminton tournament. (photo cour-
tesy of Katie Maley)

Senior gymnasts Marc Cihlar and Nikolas Theotikos 
celebrate their success at the state meet. (photo 
provided)
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NEW TO  
MARKET

Embrace the rarity of this prime southeast Hinsdale location, offering 

unparalleled convenience as only living on First Street could. This family 

home, expanded by way of a grand first-floor family room addition, boasts 

a traditional and functional floorplan. Enjoy an eat-in kitchen, first-floor 

laundry/mudroom, 5 bedrooms on the second floor, 4 ½ bathrooms and 

a finished lower level. Complete with a 3-car attached garage, seize the 

opportunity for a swift close and make this your forever home.
215 E. 1ST STREET 

HINSDALE

BRYAN BOMBA | Broker

630.286.9242

bryan@bryanbomba.com  

BryanBomba.com

WhyHireUs.com

THIS HOME’S STORY...
EVERY HOME HAS A STORY.  

LEARN WHAT MAKES THIS HOME UNIQUE.

mailto:bryan@bryanbomba.com
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Summer is almost here! Do you 
love where you live enough to 
have a stay-cation at home? 

Your home should be 
somewhere you can relax, 

have fun with your family and 
make memories. 

If you’re looking for something 
new, big or small, let’s connect 

to identify what is missing. 

Have a Stay-cation at 
Home this Summer.

Signature Homes is a team of Real Estate brokers affiliated with Compass. Compass is a licensed Real Estate broker and abides by federal, state and local Equal Housing Opportunity laws. 22 N Lincoln St., Hinsdale IL, 60521

Linda Feinstein
Signature Homes

630.319.0352
lindafeinsteinhome@gmail.com

mailto:lindafeinsteinhome@gmail.com

